
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1The Background of Study 

Role playing is a method that directs students to have the opportunity to engage in thinking 

about how to act and react in real world situations. Indeed it is a strategy to teach speaking skills 

to students which leads them to practice directly. Role playing is defined as a teaching technique 

for organizing controlled, pre-communicative language practice. Role playing will help students 

to achieve fluency. 

The same idea is put forward by Harmer (2007) who claims that role play can be used to 

encourage general oral fluency or to train students for certain situations, especially where they 

are learning for a specific purpose. And according to Ladousse (2009:5), role play is an activity 

and does not threaten students. This activity directs students to play like a drama. Students will 

play the role of being aware to speak in certain situations. 

Many researchers chave cused cthis cmethod cand ctheir cresearch cresults cthat crole cplaying 

ccan cimprove ctheir cspeaking cskills. cPrevious cresearchers chave cused cthe crole-playing 

cmethod cdescribed cbelow c: 

Role cplaying cis ca cmethod cof cacting cout ccertain cways cto cinteract cwith cothers cin 

cimaginary csituations c(Byrne, 

1986) cand cto cpromote cinteraction cin cthe cclassroom cand cincrease cmotivation 

c(Ladousse, c1995). cIn caddition, cBudden c(2006) csays cthat crole cplaying cis ca cspeaking 

cactivity cwhen cyou cput cyourself cinto canother cperson cor cput cyourself cin can 

cimaginary csituation. cBased con cthe cexplanation cabove, crole cplay cis cnot conly cused 

cfor cinteractive cteaching cin cthe cclassroom cbut calso cto cstimulate cstudents cin creal clife 

csituations. cByrne c(1986), crole cplaying ccan cbe cgrouped cinto ctwo cforms, cwritten cand 

cunwritten crole cplaying. 

The cdefinition cused cis cthe cstudy cof cAronson cand cCarlsmith cwhich cdescribes cthe 

cstudy cof crole cplaying cas can cexperiment cin cwhich cthe csubject cis casked cto cbehave 

cas cif che cor cshe cis can cexclusive cperson cin ca cparticular csituation. cThe cauthor ctries 

cto cuse cRole cPlay cto cimprove cstudents' cspeaking cskills. c(Tompkin, c2018) cdefines 

crole cplay cas cone cof cthe cteaching ctechniques cin cthe cclassroom cthat cencourages 

cstudents cto cactively cparticipate cin cthe cEnglish clearning cprocess. cTherefore, cstudents 

cpractice cthe ctarget clanguage cin ccontexts cthat care clike cusing creal-life csituations. 

Role cplay cmakes cstudents cmore cactively cparticipate cin cthe cteaching cand clearning 

cprocess, cbecause cthis cmethod cprovides ca cway cof ccreating ca ccommunicative coutreach 



cenvironment cin cwhich cstudents cactively cbecome cpart cof cseveral creal cword csystems 

cand cfunction caccording cto ctheir cpredetermined croles cas cmembers cof cthat cgroup 

c(Kanneth cO, c2008). c). 

Brown c(2001:14) csays, ca ctechnique cwhere ccertain cactivities care crealized cin ca cclass 

cthat cis cconsistent cwith cthe capproach cas cwell. cThis cis csupported cby cChirandon, cet 

cal c(2010:2) cwho csay, cA cnumber cof caffective cteaching ctechniques care cused cto 

cstimulate cthe cinterest cof cbeginners. cUsing crole cplay cin cclass cis cone cof cthe 

crecommended ctechniques. 

Ur c(1981) cstated cthat crole cplay cis cto cgive cstudents csuitable ctopics cto cprovide 

cinterests cand csubject cmatter cfor cdiscussion, cdividing cthem cinto cgroups cto cincrease 

cthe cnumber cand cquality cof cverbal cinteractions. cJane cRevel cexplained cThe cessence 

cof cthis cactivity cis cunderstanding cother cpeople's csituations, cand cto cdo cthis cwell, cthe 

cplayer cneeds cto caddress cthe cother cparticipants cin cthe crole, cnot cjust chimself. 

Elizabeth cF. cBarkley c(2004: cp. c150) csays cthat cRole cPlay cis ca csituation ccreated cin 

cwhich cstudents cintentionally cact cor cassume ca ccharacter cor cidentity cthat cthey cdo cnot 

cwant cto cnormally cassume cto cachieve clearning cobjectives. cRole cplaying cis cvery 

cimportant cin cteaching ccommunication clanguage cbecause cit cgives cstudents cthe 

copportunity cto cpractice ccommunicating cin cdifferent csocial ccontexts cand cin cdifferent 

csocial croles. cTherefore, cthe ccommunicative clanguage cteaching capproach c(CLT) cis 

cvery cappropriate cto csupport cthe cabove cproblems cbecause cthis capproach cis clearner-

centered cand cemphasizes ccommunication cin creallife csituations c(Fauziati, c2009: cp. c143) 

From cprevious cresearchers cit cwas cfound cthat cthe crole cplaying cmethod ccould cimprove 

cstudents' cspeaking cskills. cIn cthis cresearch, cthe cwriter cwants cto capply cthe crole 

cplaying cmethod cto cthe cstudents cin cSMP cMarisi cMedan. cThe cauthor chopes cthat cthis 

cmethod ccan cbe cused cin cSMP cMarisi cMedan. 

1.2 cThe cProblem cof cStudy 

The cproblem cof cstudy cthis cresearch care cformulated cas cfollows c: 

1. Is cthe crole cplaying cmethod cimprove cthe cspeaking cability cof cstudents cat cMarisi 

cMedan cJunior cHigh cSchool? 

2. What care cthe cdifficulties cfaced cby cstudents cthat climit ctheir cspeaking cability cin 

cSMP cMarisi cMedan? 



1.3The cObjective cof cStudy 

In creference cto cthe cof cthe cstudy, cthe cobjectives cof cthe cstudy cwere: 

1.To cfind cout cwhether cthe crole-playing cmethod cis ceffective cor cnot cto cimprove cthe 

cspeaking cability cof cthe cMarisi cMedan cJunior cHigh cSchool cstudents 

2. cto cfind cout cin cwhat caspects climit cstudents' cspeaking cability 

1.4 cThe cPurpose cof cthe cstudy 

1.Theoretically 

The cresults cof cthis cstudy care cexpected cto cdeepen cthe cknowledge cof ceducators cin 

cdeveloping ceffective clearning cstrategies cin cimproving cspeaking cskills cthrough cthe 

crole cplaying cmethod c2.Practically 

a.Teacher c: 

The cresults cof cthis cstudy cfor cteachers ccan cbe cused cas clearning cmedia cin cimproving 

cstudents' cspeaking cskills cwith cthe crole cplaying cmethod 

b.Students c: 

This cresearch ccan cimprove cstudents' cspeaking cskills cand cas ca ctool cthat ccan chelp 

cstudents cpractice clearning cEnglish cat cSMP cMarisi cMedan 

c. cResearcher c: 

The cresults cof cthis cstudy care cexpected cto cbe cused cas ca creference cfor cother cstudies 

cthat chave cthe csame ctheme cto csupport ctheir cresearch 

1.5 cThe cScope cof cthe cStudy 

In ccollecting cthe cdata cin cthis cstudy, cthe cresearcher cfocused con cfinding cout cwhat 

caspects cwere climiting cthe cstudents' cspeaking cskills cand cto cimprove cthe cspeaking 

cskills cof cthe cstudents cin cSMP cMarisi cMedan. 

 


