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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

1.1BackgroundoftheStudy
Englishisaninternationallanguage.Englishisoneofthemostimportant

languagethatusedinacommunication.Itisalsoameanstoachievetradeand
economicgoals,internationalrelationship,socio-culturalandeducation.Inthe
eraofglobalization,Indonesianemloyeesmusthaveagoodknowledgeof
English.Receptive skills (reading and listening)playan importantrole in
receivingandunderstandingEnglish.Whenconveyingideasandmessages,
productiveskills(speakingandwriting)areveryimportant.

Basedontheseimportances,Englishisthemainforeignlanguagewhich
taughtinIndonesiaschools.Elementaryschoolstudentsaretaughtitasoneof
thecommunitysubjectanditistaughtasacompulsorysubjectinjuniorand
seniorhighschool.asstatedinKTSP(School-basedCurriculum).Theaim of
EnglishteachingandlearningprocessatSMKisequipthestudentswiththe
fourlanguageskills,whichisabilityinreading,listening,speakingandwriting.
Theskillsaretaughtinanintegratedwaysothestudentcancommunicatein
Englishattheendoftheteachingandlearningprocess.

Therefore,itmakesalotofsensethatteachingEnglishinVocational
highschoolswillemphasizethereadingskillbecauseitisveryimportantto
masterreadingcomprehensionbecauseEnglishplayaroleasalinguistic
medium forthetransferofknowledgeinEducation,Science,andtechnology.
Mostinternationalscientificpublicationsintheformsofbooks,magazines,
journalsarebeingwritteninEnglish.Therefore,readingcomprehensionskills
areveryimportantforSMKstudentsandespeciallyforthosewishtocontinue
theirstudiesatahigherlevelofeducation.

ReadingtaskdominateinEnglishtextbook.Readingispartoflanguage
learning.Asafundamentallanguageskillthatcannotbeseparatedfrom other
languagelearningskillsbesideswriting,speaking,andlistening.Accordingto
Harmer(2007)readingishelpfulforlanguageacquisition.Readingskillsare
importantforimprovinglanguageskillandusingthem intheteachingand
learningprocess.Readinginvolvestheteachingprocessofthestudentstouse
theirknowledgeinunderstanding theunfamiliarelements. Reading asan
activitytogaininformationandknowledgefrom thetext.

AccordingtoGreeley(2004),therearetworeasonsforreading.First,
readingforpleasureandsecondreadingisforinformation:tofindsomethingor
todosomethingfortheinformationthatonereceives.Readingisaskillthatis
highlyvaluedbybothstudentsandteachers.Thisshowingthatreadingisan
importantactivitythatmustbeprovidedforstudentsandteacher.

Whenthereaderwantstoreadanarrativetext,theycanusesome
featuresinformation,generalstructuresandalsogrammaticalstructuresto
recognizeit.Nextsection,theauthorwillexplaininmoredetail,especiallyabout
theform ofculture,whichispartofpeople’slives.

EachtribeinthecountryofIndonesiahasadifferentculture,including
customs,musicandlanguage.Aculturethatispasseddownfrom generation
andpreservedbynowcarryingitoutineverydaylife.Oneofthem istheculture
oftheBataknesetribewhichisatribethatlivesanddevelopsintheprovinceof
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NorthSumatra.Culturevaluesserveasthephilosophyoflifeoftheindigenous
peopleofBatakTobaingeneral,namelydalihannatolu.Dalihannatoluisa
philosophyoflifeinthebatakculturethatregulatesfamilyrelations.

TheResearchersassumethatdalihannatoluargumentasacommunity
system,bydescribingasocialgroupinginsocietythatisdeliberatelycarriedout
todeterminethesocialfunctionsofeachcommunityrelatedtoeachother.
Etymologically,dalihannatolumeansthreefurnaces.Thestoveisacooking
placeconsistingoftherestonesarrangedinatrianglesothatthepotcanrest
firmlyonit.

Based on the explanation thathave been told above aboutthe
importanceofunderstandinginEnglishtextbooks,especiallythatrelatedtothe
batakcultureofdalihannatoluthatisappropriateinteachingEnglish,the
researchersinterestedindesigningatextbookthatfocusonreadingtexts
abouttheBatakcultureofdalihannatolutomotivatestudentsaboutthebatak
cultureinSMKTelkom 2Medan.

1.2IdentificationoftheProblem
Comprehension is the key of reading.A reading activity without

comprehensionwillnotachievethegoals.Themostimportantpartofreadingis
understandingthemessageorthegistofthereadingmaterial.Comprehension
isthewaytograspreadingcontents.Ifthereadercannotgetthemessage
presented,mostprobablyhe will face a problem related to the reading
comprehension.

Thetext'scontentshaveacriticalbearingonthereadingcomprehension.
Duringreading,thereader’sknowledgeswillinteracttothecontentofthetext,
thevocabularyused,thediscoursestyle,thegenre,anditslinguisticstructure.
Whenthesefactorsarenotmatchedtothereader’sknowledgeandexperience,
thetextmaybetoodifficulttocomprehensionwithit.Readingoccursina
process.Itisdoneforachievingsomepurposes.Activityreferstothisnatureof
reading.Areadingactivityinvolvesoneormorepurposes,someoperationto
processthetext,andtheconsequencesofdoingtheactivity.

1.3TheScopeoftheProblem
InreferencetothefindingsofreserchersobservationontheEnglish

teaching-learning processin SMK Telkom 2,thisstudywillfocusonlyin
designingreadingtaskstoprovidelearningsourceofthematerialsforGrade
VIIIstudentsofSMKTelkom 2.

1.4TheProblem ofStudy
Basedontheidentificationofthestudyabove,theproblem ofthisstudy

isHow todesignanenglishreadingtextaboutdalihannatolutoencourage
batakculturewhicharesuitablefortheeightgradestudentsofSMKstudents?

1.5TheObjectivesofStudy
Basedontheproblem ofstudythathavebeentoldabove,theobjectives

ofthisstudyisto designanenglishreadingtextaboutdalihannatoluto
encouragebatakculturewhicharesuitablefortheeightgradestudentsofSMK
students.
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1.6TheSignificancesoftheStudy
Theresearchersexpectthatthisstudywillcarryadvantagesto the

theoreticalaswellaspracticalusestotheeducation.
1.Theoretically

Theresearchershopethatthefindingsofthisstudywillbeoneoftheways
tointroduceaculturebyreadingtexttothestudentsatschool.

2.Practically
Thefindingsofthisstudyaresupposedtobeusefulforthefollowingparties:
a)ForSMKstudents,thefindingsofthisstudywillbeexpectedtoprovidea

learningresourceinreadingtextaboutdalihannatolutodevelopstudents’
comprehensioninthereadingskill.

b)ForEnglishteachersofSMK,thefindingsofthisstudywillprovidea
varietywaytodevelopthecomprehensionofreadingforSMKstudents.

c)Forotherresearcherswhoareconcernedwithdevelopingareadingtext,
thefindingsofthisstudywillbesupposedtogiveinputtotheirstudy.


