
CHAPTER iI 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 In ithis ichapter,  the iresearcher iwill iexplain Ithe ibackground iof ithe istudy, 

ithe  study's iproblem, ithe istudy's iobjective, ithe isignificance iof ithe iresearch, iand 

ithe iscope iof ithe iproblem. 

 

1.1 Background iof iStudy  

Many ipeople iare irequired ito ispeak iEnglish ibecause iit iis ian iinternational 

ilanguage. iMastering iEnglish ican ipositively iimpact isocial, ieducational, iand 

iprofessional ilife. iFor istarters, iwhen ipeople ihave ia igood icommand iof ithe 

iEnglish ilanguage, ithey ican ireadily icommunicate iwith iothers. iAs ipreviously 

istated, iEnglish iis ian iinternational ilanguage ithat ia ilarge igroup ispeaks iof ipeople; 

itherefore, iif ipeople iunderstand iEnglish, ithey iwill iinteract ieasily iwith iforeigners. 

iSecond, iunderstanding iEnglish ican iassist ipeople iin iobtaining ia ihigher ieducation 

iand ia ibetter ijob. iFurthermore, ifor istudents, iEnglish ihas ibecome ia isignificant 

ifactor iin igetting ia ischolarship, iallowing ithem ito iachieve ithe ieducation ithey 

ichoose. 

English iis ia iforeign ilanguage iin iIndonesia ithat ineeds ito ibe itaught ifrom 

ielementary ischool iuntil iuniversity. iThe iIndonesian igovernment ihas ideclared ithat 

iEnglish iis iessential iin iall ipublic ischools. iThe iIndonesian igovernment ihas 

irecently imodified ithe icurriculum. iThe iformer icurriculum iwas iKTSP i(Kurikulum 

iTingkat iSatuan iPendidikan), ior ithe i2006 iCurriculum. iHowever, ithe i2013 

iCurriculum iis inow ibeing iused iin iIndonesia. iEnglish isubjects iare istill irequired 

iin ithe i2013 icurriculum, ibut itheir iforms ihave ibeen ireduced. iFurthermore, ithe 

icurriculum itakes icenter istage iin ithe iteaching-learning iactivities. iRegardless iof 

ichanges iin ithe icurriculum, iEnglish iremains ione iof ithe icourses iin ithe 

iIndonesian iNational iExamination. iMany ischools inow iuse iCurriculum i2013 iin 

itheir ilessons. iOne iamong ithem iis iSMPN i7 iMedan, iwhich iforms ithe ifocus iof 

ithis istudy. 

There iare ifour iprimary iskills ithat ithe iteacher iat ithe ischool ishould iteach. 

iListening, ispeaking, iwriting, iand ireading iare iall iexamples iof iskills. iStudents 



imust ibe iable ito imaster iall iskills. iGrammar, ipronunciation, iphonology, iand 

ivocabulary iare ionly ia ifew iaspects iof iEnglish ithat ishould ibe iwell-understood. 

i"Without igrammar, ivery ilittle ican ibe iconveyed, iand inothing ican ibe iconveyed 

iwithout ivocabulary," iWilkins i(in iThornbury, i2002:13) inotes. iThen, ito ibe igood 

iEnglish ilearners, istudents imust iunderstand iall icomponents. iWhen istudents 

iunderstand iall iof ithe ielements, ithey iwill iutilize iEnglish ias ieffectively ias 

ipossible iin itheir idaily ilives. 

Reading iis ione iof ithe iEnglish iskills. iAccording ito iTarigan i(2008: i7), 

ireading iis ia iprocess ithrough iwhich ia ireader iacquires ia imessage ithat ia iwriter 

idelivers ithrough iwords ithat ithe ireader ican isee iand iunderstand. iIt's icrucial ito 

iread ieffectively, iand istudents iwill iget ia ilot iof iknowledge iby ireading. iStudents 

ican ialso ilearn inew ithings ivia ireading iperiodicals, inewspapers, itabloids, iand 

iother ipublications. iMoreover, istudents imight ialso ipass ithe itime iby ireading 

inovels, ishort istories, iand iother iliterary iworks. iLearning iEnglish ican ialso ihelp 

ithem ibecome imore icreative. iStudents ican iuse itheir iimagination ito iwrite iif ithey 

iare icreative. iFor ithis ireason, iunderstanding iEnglish, iparticularly ireading, iis 

icritical. 

There iare imany iissues ithat iteachers iand istudents iface iwhen iteaching iand 

istudying ireading. iTeaching ireading iis ia idifficult itask ifor iteachers. iEnglish 

iteachers ihave ia isignificant iresponsibility ito iensure ithat itheir istudents 

icomprehend ian iEnglish itext. iTeachers ishould iselect ia isuitable iteaching iapproach 

ifor itheir istudents iwhen iteaching iEnglish. iIn ireality, iteachers iteach itheir istudents 

iby iold imethodologies isuch ias ireading ibooks iand iregular ipractice. iStudents iwill 

ibe ibored iif ithey ihave ito iattend ian iEnglish iclass. iTeachers iused ito iteach ia 

ibook iby ihaving istudents iread iit iand ithen icomplete ithe itask iin ithe iclassroom. 

iThese istrategies ihave ilittle iimpact ion istudents' icomprehension iof ithe itext. 

iStudents iare ilacking iin ivocabulary. iOne iof ithe imajor iissues iis ithat ithey icannot 

imemorize inew iwords. iVocabulary iis icrucial iin ithe iteaching iand ilearning iof 

ireading. iStudents ican ireadily ilearn iand icomprehend ithe icontent iif ithey ihave ia 

ilarge ivocabulary. 

One ialternative ito iteaching ireading iis ito iuse ia igame ito iovercome ithese 

iissues. iHuyen iand iNga i(2003) ialso iagree ithat i"Students ibenefit ifrom igames 



ibecause ithey ihelp ithem irelax iand ihave ifun. iThey imake iit ieasier ifor ikids ito 

iremember iand iunderstand inew iwords i". iThe iSpelling iBee iGame iis ian iexcellent 

igame ifor iincreasing ikids' ivocabulary. iAccording ito iUranga i(in iRahayu, i2009), 

ia iSpelling iBee iis ia icompetition iwhere iparticipants icorrectly ispell iwords. 

iTeachers ican iquickly iand isuccessfully iteach itheir istudents iwith ithis igame. 

iStudents iwill igain imore ivocabulary iby iaccurately ispelling ithe iterms iand 

icomprehending itheir imeanings. iStudents iwill ibe imore imotivated ito iparticipate 

iin ithe iEnglish iclass ilearning iprocess iif ithey iuse ithis igame. i 

In ithe iend, iaccording ito ithe iresearchers, iusing ithe iSpelling iBee igame ias 

ia istrategy ifor iteaching ireading icomprehension iwill ibe imore ieffective. iThe 

iwriter iis iinterested iin iconducting ia istudy iunder ithe ititle i"THE iEFFECT 

iUSING iSPELLING iBEE iGAME iON iSTUDENTS' iREADING 

iCOMPREHENSION iOF iTHE iEIGHT-GRADE iAT iSMPN i7 iMEDAN." 

 

1. i2 The iProblem iof iStudy 

Based ion ithe ibackground iof ithe istudy, ithis iresearch iproblem iof istudy iis 

Iformulated ias ifollows i: 

1. Does ithe ispelling ibee igame iaffect ithe istudents' ireading icomprehension iof 

ithe ieighth igrade iat iSMPN i7 iMedan? I 

 

1. i3 The iObjective iof iStudy 

Based ion ithe iresearch iproblem, ithe iresearcher idevised ithe ifollowing iresearch 

iobjectives: i 

1. To idetermine iif ithe ispelling ibee igame iaffects ithe istudents' ireading 

icomprehension iof ithe ieighth igrade iat iSMPN i7 iMedan? i 

 

1. i4 The iSignificance iof iResearch 

The ifollowing iare isome iof ithe iimplications iof iteaching iand ilearning ito 

ispeak ithat ithis iresearch ifield iis iexpected ito icarry iout: 

1. For iteachers 

The iSpelling iBee iis ione imedia ithat imay ienhance ireading icomprehension, 

icreate ia inew ienvironment iin ithe iclassroom, iand iincrease ithe iteachers' 



iability ito iteach iEnglish, iparticularly ireading iskills. iIt iis iexpected ithat ithe 

ispelling ibee iwill ibe iused ias ian ialternate imedium ifor iteaching ireading. 

2. For istudents 

Spelling iBee iis iexpected ito ihelp istudents imemorize inew ivocabulary. iIt 

iwill iimprove itheir ivocabulary ito icomprehend iand iunderstand ithe iEnglish 

itexts iwell. 

3. For iother iresearchers 

This iresearch ican ibe iused ias ian iexample iwhen iconducting iresearch ion 

igames iin ithe iclassroom ito ienhance ireading icomprehension. 

 

1. i5 The iScope iof iStudy 

The istudy ifocuses ion ithe ieffectiveness iof iusing ithe iSpelling iBee iof ieight-

grade istudents' ireading icomprehension. iThe istudy iwill ibe iconducted iin ione iof 

ithe ijunior ihigh ischools iin iMedan iby iselecting itwo iclasses ias ia icontrol igroup 

iand ian iexperimental igroup. 
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