








 

 

THE EFFECT OF POINT-COUNTERPOINT STRATEGY ON STUDENTS’ 

SPEAKING ABILITY THROUGH LEGEND STORY 

AZIZAH HUSDA, S.S., M.Hum. 

Lecturer of Faculty of Teaching Training and Education, 

University of Prima Indonesia, Medan 

 

 ABSTRACT  

This research was on the effect of using point counter point strategy on students’ 

speaking skill ability in legend story at SMA Swasta Free Methodist 2 Medan. The 

this research was using experimental quantitative with two groups pre test and post 

test design. The samples taken were 80 tenth grade students of SMA Free Methodist 

2 Medan from two classes namely class X-IPA and X-IPS after they have been 

selected in clustering sampling technique, then they were divided as experimental 

group and control group. The experimental group was taught by using Point-

Counterpoint Strategy and the control group was taught by using conventional way. 

After analyzing the data into t-test formula by testing hypothesis, it was found that 

t-observed was 6,171 and t -table was 1,66462. It means that t-observed is higher  

than T-table. Based on the findings, the Point-Counterpoint Strategy significantly 

affects the tenth grade students’ speaking ability in legend story. On the other hand, 

it was stated that Ha is accepted while Ho is rejected. To conclude, the Point-

Counterpoint Strategy used in experimental group significantly affects the tenth 

grade students’ ability in speaking legend story.   
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 The teaching of English in Indonesia focuses on language skills, speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing. In communication, most 

 

 

 



 

people mostly speak and listen while reading and writing are required for educated 

people, Brown (2004) defines speaking as a productive skill that can be directly and 

empirically observed, those observation are invariably colored by the accuracy and 

effectiveness of a test-taker’s listening skill, which necessarily compromises the 

reliability and validity of an oral production test. While the speaking ability 

according to Hardini and Puspitasari (2012) speaking ability is essential ability to 

produce the flow of articulation sound system to convey the will, needs and desires 

to others. 

The researcher finds out  that most of students at SMA FREE METHODIST 

2 MEDAN are not able to speak English because they give it difficult to study in 

speaking. There are some problems faced by the students in learning speaking 

especially at schools, they are : first, the students are not able to arrange the word 

to be  utterance in a short conversation. It is because English is not their mother 

tongue. They seldom use English in their daily activities. It influences to be difficult 

when they say another word and usually language use as a second language. 

Second, the students are not able to understand the sentences because they lack of 

vocabulary. It means when they are going to make the sentence, they must have a 

lot of vocabulary, but the main point is they are not able to arrange the words to be 

a sentence. They are not able to make a simple sentence to express their opinions. 

So it can add new vocabulary in their mind. Third, the students are not able to make 

a sentences depending on the different situations.  

Point-Counterpoint is a strategy suitably applied in teaching English, 

especially to improve the ability of speaking. Silberman (2009) argue Point-

Counterpoint is a great technique to stimulate discussion and gain a deeper 

understanding of complex issues. The format is similar to a debate but less formal 

and runs faster. According to Suprijono (2010) describes that the method of learning 

Point-Counterpoint is used to encourage learners to think in various perspectives. 

If this learning method developed, then that must be considered is the learning 

materials.  

Basically point counterpoint learning strategy can be used on each subject, 

because this strategy is a strategy that stimulates student motivation in 

learning.Teaching strategy Point-Counterpoint is extremely affective for teaching 



 

simple language at lower level. Practice is useful to motivate the students and 

increase their interest speak English further so students can understand what other 

people say and can speak with other people in other word and they are able to 

produce the language.  

The Problem of Study 

In reference with the background of research, the problems is stated in the 

form of question as follows : 

Does Point-Counterpoint strategy affect speaking ability of the tenth grade 

students’ at SMA FREE METHODIST 2 MEDAN significantly? 

The Objective of Study 

The objectives of the research are as follows : 

To find out the effect of Point-Counterpoint strategy on the students’ speaking 

ability. 

The Scope of Study 

This research is about teaching strategic. There are so many teaching strategies, but 

the researcher limits her research on the implementation of Point-Counterpoint 

strategy and the researcher focuses on speaking ability with Narrative Text on the 

tenth grade at SMA FREE METHODIST 2 MEDAN. 

The Significance of Study 

This study is hopefully has theoritical and practical significances.  

Theoritical significance is that this research proves the strength of the Point-

Counterpoint strategy in teaching speaking.  

Theoritically : 

a) This research finding is also expected to provide the positive contributions 

related to the process of teaching and learning English, especially in term of 

students' speaking ability on narrative text by using Point-Counterpoint strategy at 

the second year student at SMA Swasta Free Methodist 2 Medan. 

b) To fulfill one of the requirements to finish the researcher 'study in English 

Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education at University of Prima 

Indonesia 



 

c) This research finding is also expected to develop the theories onteaching learning 

English as foreign language and for those who areconcerned with the current issue 

on learning and teaching language. 

Practically : 

 

a) For students 

It will be a very interesting strategy in the learning process and the students are be 

able to produce a narrative text with the Point-Counterpoint strategy. 

a) For teacher 

Teacher will be more expressive, self confident when teaching English particently 

speaking. 

b) For other researcher 

1. This result empirically can be used as information to improve students’ 

speaking competence with the implementation of the Point-Counterpoint strategy. 

2. For the further researchers, the result of this research can be a reference for 

researchers related to teaching English particularly teaching speaking. 

II. METHOD 

 This study used quantitative design. It was quantitative design because 

quatitative is the data that from of number using statistic data. According to Ary,  

(2010) argues quantitative research a ginnery employing operational definitions to 

generate numeric data to answer hypotheses or questions. There were two variables 

that be observ in this study. They are independent and dependent variables. 

The researcher apply the quasi experiment approach. Two groups would be 

divided to be experiment group and control group. The researcher included two 

variables, the first variable applied the Point-Counterpoint strategy and the second 

variable applied Oral Test. The non randomized control group, pretest–posttest 

design was one of the most widely used quasi-experimental designs in educational 

research.  

Population and Sample 

 Population of the research were students of the ten grade of SMA FREE 

METHODIST 2 MEDAN . There were 80 students of this research who sit two classes 

namely X-IPA (40 students) and X-IPS (40 students). Sugiyono (2017) states that 



 

the population is territory generalization consisting of objects / subjects that have 

quantities and certain characteristics set by the researcher to be studied andthen 

drawn his conclusions. 

The sample is part of the number and characteristics possessed by the 

population (Sugiyono, 2017). When the population is large, and researchers were 

unlikely to learn all that exist in the population, for example due to limited funds, 

personnel and time, then the researcher can use samples taken fromthat population. 

Sample is a part of population. According to Ary (2010) states Sample is a group 

selected from population for observation in a study. The researcher used purposive 

sampling for it. In this research, become sample are all the Students of grade tenth. 

The researcher chooses class as the object of his research because the limited of 

students at the school. 

Place of the Study 

This study would be conducted at SMA FREE METHODIST 2 MEDAN, Jl. 

Gatot Subroto Km.7,8 Pasar III, Cinta Damai, Medan. The reason why school it is 

choose becausewhen the researcher did the observation.   

The Instrument of Collecting Data 

In this study, the researcher woulduse the Oral Test. Oral test was given to 

the students to know their pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, intonation and 

fluency in English. The researcher would asked the students to have a short text and 

then theresearcher would take a tape recorder to record the student voice when they 

werepracticing in front of the class. The material of the test was taken from English 

book for Senior High School Grade X IPA/IPS, in which the students were asked 

to speak about Narrative Text. 

The Procedure of Research 

In this research, there were three procedures which wouldbe carried out to 

collected the data. They were representative as following :  

1. Pre-test 

Pre-test was given to both groups (the experimental group and control group). 

Before the groups were taught the topic with Direct Method and Point-Counterpoint 

Strategy. 

2. Treatment 



 

The treatment was given after Pre-test was conducted to the experimental group. 

They were taught Point-Counterpoint strategy, while control groups are not taught 

with Point-Counterpoint strategy, they were taught by using Oral Test. The 

researcher would take the data four meeting. 

3. Post-test 

After having the treatment, the experimental group and control group would given 

post-test to know their progress and ability. The Post-test would given in order to 

fine out the differences scores of both experimental and control group before and 

after treatment. 

In scoring the test, the assessors gave assessments, pronunciations, 

vocabulary, accuracy and grammar of the students. According to the Foreign 

Services. Institute (FSI) Analytic Rating Scale In Scoring the test in Sullivan 

(2008), the writer will use score ranging from 0-100 by counting the correct answer 

and applying. 

Validity and Reliability of the Test 

A. Validity 

Test validity is a measure that shows the level of validity or the validity of 

an instrument (Arikunto, 2014). 

 According to Sugiyono (2017) argues a valid instrument must have internal 

validity and external. The instument has internal validity, if the existing criteria in 

the instrument for the rational (theoritical), has to reflect what is measured.  

The validity test method used in this research with product moment 

correlation coefficient, by the way to solve between each item with question items 

his total score with the following formula : 

rxy= 
N∑XY−(∑X)(∑Y)

√{N∑X2− (∑X2)}  {N∑Y2− (∑Y2)}
 

 

B.  Reliability 

Realibility is concerned with the effect of such random errors measurement 

on the consistency. According to Arikunto (2013 : 221) The reliability of a 

measuring instrument is the degree of consistency with which it measures whatever 

is measuring. This quality is essential in any kind of measurement. Based on Punch 



 

(2009: 244), reliability refers to consistency. Consistency is divided into 

consistency overtime and internal consistency.  

Spearman-Brown formula is used to find the reliability of the test. The 

formula is stated as follows : 

r11 =
2 ×r 1

2⁄ 1
2⁄

(1+r 1
2 ⁄ 1

2⁄ )
 

 

Homogeneity and Normality of the Test 

A.  Homogeneity of Variance 

 Homogeneity test is used to show that two or more sample data groups come 

from populations that have variations the same one. Homogeneity test is applied to 

post-test result data from experimental groups and control groups. To measure 

homogeneity of the variance of the two data groups, used the formula F test as 

follows : 

𝐹 =
𝑙𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑟 𝑣𝑎𝑟𝑖𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒

𝑠𝑚𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑟 𝑣𝑎𝑟𝑖𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒
 

(Sugiyono, 2013)  

The significance level used is α = 0.05. Test homogeneity use SPSS with 

the criteria used to retrieve conclusion if F arithmetic is greater than F table then 

have variant homogeny. However, if F arithmetic is greater than F table, then the 

variant is not homogeneous. 

B. Normality of the Test 

Normality test is a test performed as a prerequisite to perform data analysis. 

Normality test is performed before data is processed based on proposed research 

models. The data normality test aims to detect the distribution of data in one 

variable to be used in the study. Good data and feasible to prove the research models 

are data distributionnormal. Before calculate the t-test, the first step is calculate 

mean formula as follow : 

𝑥 =
∑𝑥

𝑁
 

t – test formula as follows : 



 

 

𝑡 =
𝑀𝑥 − 𝑀𝑦

√(
∑𝐷𝑋2 + ∑𝐷𝑌2

(𝑁𝑥 + 𝑁𝑦) − 2
) (

1
𝑁𝑥

+
1

𝑁𝑦
)

 

 

III. RESULT 

The research was conducted in two groups, namely experimental group and 

control group. Experimental group was taught by using Point-Counterpoint 

strategy. While control group was thaught without using Point-Counterpoint 

strategy. The data were collected by giving the students a test, the test given in oral 

test consisting of some dialogues. The population in this research was the students 

of tenth year SMA Swasta Free Methodist 2 Medan. The sample of this research 

was X-IPA as experimental group and X-IPS as control group. The sample was 

taken by random sampling. There were 40 students in experimental group and 40 

students in control group. In teaching learning process experimental group, the 

researcher explained about Narrative Text and introduced Point-Counterpoint 

strategy a new strategy in learning about Narrative Text.  

 In order to know whether where there is any effect of using Point-

Counterpoint strategy on the students’ speaking ability in legend story, the 

defference of mean scores on experimental group and control group are calculated 

by using T-test. 

From the score of the tests, a calculation was made to find out whether the 

Point-Counterpoint strategy significantly affects students speaking ability. The 

formula computing the t-test is as following : 

 

𝑡 =
𝑀𝑥 − 𝑀𝑦

√(
∑𝐷𝑋2 + ∑𝐷𝑌2

(𝑁𝑥 + 𝑁𝑦) − 2
) (

1
𝑁𝑥

+
1

𝑁𝑦
)

 

 

𝑡 =
14,275 − 8,85

√(
1293,975 + 1117,1

40 + 40 − 2
) (

1
40

+
1

40
)

 

𝑡 =
14,275 − 8,85

√2411,075
78 𝑥 (

2
80)

 



 

𝑡 =
5,425

√30,911217949 𝑥 0,025
 

𝑡 =
5,425

√0,7727804487
 

𝑡 =
5,425

0,8790793188
 

𝑡 = 6,171 

 After adapting the data into T-test formula, it is obtained that Tobs is 6,171 

and Ttable is 1,66. It means that Tobs> than Ttable. 

 Based on the calculation, the T-test formula in the students’ scores of 

descriptive text test shows that the value of the Tobs is 6,171. While α is 0,05 with 

the Ttableis 1,66. It means that, the statistical value of T-test is higher than the value 

of Ttable (6,171 > 1,66). 

Data Tobserved Ttable Statement 

Post-test 6,171 1,66 Ha is accepted 

and H0 is 

rejected 

 

 Based on the data above, if the value of Tobs is higher than the value of Ttable, 

the null hypothesis H0 is rejected, Ha is accepted. Therefore, it can be conclude that 

there was a significant effect of experiential learning model on students’ speaking 

ability in legend story. 

 Testing Validity and Reliability of the Test 

A. Validity 

This test is valid. The result shows that the r= 0,829. It can be concluded 

that the test is valid because r (0,829) is higher than 0,5. In the formula of validity 

(0,81-1,0) is very high. 

B. Reliability 

Based on calculation above, the data of the test were analyzed by used 

Arikunto (2010) , the result of computing testing reliability is 0,90. It can categorize 

high. 

Homogeneity and Normality of the Test 

A.  Homogeneity of Variance 



 

 

FObserved = 1,1776575744. 

B. Normality 

𝐾𝐷 = 1,36
√𝑛1+𝑛2

𝑛1 𝑛2
  

𝐾𝐷 = 1,36
√40+40

40.40
  

𝐾𝐷 = 1,36
√80

1600
  

𝐾𝐷 =  1,36
8,94427191

1600
 

𝐾𝐷 = 1,36 𝑥 0,0055901699 

𝐾𝐷 = 0,0076034471 

IV. DISCUSSION 

 Based on findings, the researcher can conclude that using Point-

Counterpoint strategy has increased the students’ ability in speaking legend story at 

tenth grade students of SMA Swasta Free Methodist 2 Medan. Point-Counterpoint 

strategy can used to express idea, present information and to make the presentation 

intruction  more effiecient. Therefore, the researcher can conclude that the class is 

successful. 

Based on calculation of the T-test, the scores obtained from the 

experimental and conrol group is 6,171 (T-observed). Comparing with the table of 

T-value with α=0,05 and degree of freedom (df) = (40+40)-2 = 78 is 1,66462. The 

result is T-observed 6,171 > 1,66462; α=0,05. It means that the experiential learning 

model used in experimental group significantly affects the students’ speaking 

ability in legend story.  

In the experimental group and control group both experienced 

improvements in speaking ability in legend story. However, there was a difference 

in the increase in both groups in which the experimental group experienced a higher 

increase compared to the control group (70.07 compared to 64.45). In this case it is 

concluded that the implementation of Point-Counterpoint strategy in improving 

speaking ability is more effective than Oral Test. 

 

V. CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION 

Data Experimental 

Group 

Control 

Group 

Mean 55,8 55,6 

Standard 

Deviation 

10,28865 9,480885 

Variance 105,85631882 89,887180383 



 

Conclussion 

 Based on the discussion from chapter I to chapter V, the researcher makes 

conclussion as follow : 

1. The researcher finds out that teaching Narrative Text (Legend Story) by 

using Point-Counterpoint strategy more significant than without using Point-

Counterpoint strategy. Because by using Point-Counterpoint strategy makes the 

students more creative and relax to improve their ideas and share with their friends. 

2. In the experimental group and control group both experienced improvements in 

speaking ability in legend story. However, there was a difference in the increase in 

both groups in which the experimental group experienced a higher increase 

compared to the control group (70.07 compared to 64.45). In this case it is 

concluded that the implementation of Point-Counterpoint strategy in improving 

speaking ability is more effective than Oral Test. 

Suggestion 

Based on the conclussion of the study above, the writer suggests the following : 

Teacher should using Point-Counterpoint strategy of one the alternative ways 

in teaching speaking to make variation in it, therefore the teaching and 

learning process will not be boring and hard in learning English especially in 

teaching Narrative Text on students’ speaking ability. 
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