
DACA UPDATE: THINGS TO KNOW

On Thursday, August 25, the media reported that President Trump is seriously  
considering ending the DREAMer program, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)  

very soon. Nothing formal has been announced yet and DACA is still in effect.

Remember, much is unknown now but more information could be forthcoming at any time. Stay 
alert for new information, keep in touch with your networks, and check iamerica.org.  

The hopes and dreams of nearly 800,000 young people brought to the U.S. as children are on the 
line. DACA recipients, their friends, families, and communities should keep the following things in 
mind to protect their rights:  

1. DACA If you are outside the U.S. and future travel outside the U.S.
It’s critical that you return to the U.S. right away if you are outside the U.S. on advance parole. Even if your advance 
parole allows you to stay outside longer, it’s important to return to the U.S. as soon as possible.  It’s important not 
to travel outside the U.S. even if you have been granted advance parole.

2. DACA renewals
It’s important to consult with a reputable immigration attorney before renewing DACA if you have it now. It costs 
$495 to file a DACA renewal application.  Before filing to renew DACA you should discuss your situation with a 
reputable immigration attorney to decide if there is any advantage to filing for renewal.  The program may end 
quickly and you could lose your $495 filing fee.

3. First-time DACA applications
At this point there are risks to consider when applying for DACA for the first time. It’s important to consult with a 
reputable immigration attorney before taking any steps to apply for DACA for the first time.

4. Eligibility for another type of immigration status
Many people who have DACA are eligible for other types of immigration status and benefits. To see a partial list 
of possible immigration options go to iAmerica and then consult with a reputable immigration attorney or legal 
services organization

5. Proof of DACA status
If your DACA status has not expired, it’s important to keep proof that you have been granted DACA with you.  A copy 
of your employment authorization card, or a notice of approval will prove that you have been granted DACA.

6.  Rights under the U.S. Constitution
All people in the U.S. have certain rights under the U.S. Constitution.  For Know Your Rights information go to 
iAmerica.org/Know-Your-Rights

7.  The fight to protect DACA continues
Visit iAmericaAction.org and DefendDaca.com for a list of activities to support DACA

8.  Reputable legal help --not notaries
To find reputable immigration attorneys and legal services organizations, go to iAmerica.org/Find-Legal-Help.   
Avoid scammers and notarios who claim to be able to help you.
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