




SYNOPSIS

Mancha is an easygoing bike messenger with no big 

expectations in life. His only cares in the world are 

riding his motorcycle, being with his girlfriend Clara, 

and hanging out with his fellow messengers. His 

carefree existence is disrupted one day when they all 

get fired and Clara announces that she is moving to 

Horse Island — a place that doesn’t allow any 

motorcycles. Faced with no other job prospects, 

Mancha forms a debt-collecting biker gang with his 

messenger buddies to try and preserve his way of life 

and win Clara back.
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Mancha: Arturo Pardo 

Clara: Daniela Mora 

Chito: Harvey Monestel 

Chatarra: Charly Mora 

Gato: Gabriel Rojas 

Gordo: William Quirós 

Tetas: Janko Navarro

CAST



Writer & Director: Neto Villalobos 

Producers: Karina Avellán, Marcelo Quesada  

and Neto Villalobos 

Co-Producers: Dominga Sotomayor and Omar Zúñiga 

Director of Photography: Nicolás Wong 

Art Director: Olga Madrigal 

Sound Engineer: Nano Fernández 

Edittors: Andrea Chignoli and Neto Villalobos 

Music: Pablo Rojas and Adrián Poveda 

Production Companies: Pacífica Grey (Cost Rica),  

La Sucia Centroamericana (Costa Rica),  

Cinestación (Chile)

CREW



DIRECTOR

Neto Villalobos (Costa Rica) graduated with a degree 

in Sociology and later majored in Film Direction in 

Barcelona. His first feature film All About the Feathers 

premiered at  Toronto IFF and San Sebastian IFF and 

was selected to more than 30 festivals around the 

world. Neto is currently writing his third feature film 

and developing the documentary Jamón with the 

support of Tribeca Film Institute. 



PRODUCERS

Marcelo Quesada and Karina Avellán are producers, 

programmers, and distributors of independent cinema, 

as well as advisors in development and management 

for industry projects in Central America. In 2012, they 

founded Pacífica Grey, the main platform for 

independent cinema distribution in Central America. 

They have launched in the region the work of 

international auteurs such as Ruben Östlund, Ulrich 

Seidl, Kleber Mendonça, and Jim Jarmusch, as well as 

local talents such as Julio Hernández and Neto 

Villalobos. Helmet Heads is their first film as producers.  



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Helmet Heads seeks to approach a social group that 

hasn't been studied that much in my country, the 

motorcycle messengers. I want to portray how some of 

them are individuals who do not adapt to a conventional 

work and office lifestyle but who seek, by doing their 

job, the freedom that is felt when driving a motorcycle. 

They are accustomed to short encounters in places that 

are ignored by the typical person, from street corners to 

alleyways to underneath bridges. Usually, they are not 

organized in groups, but there is a sense of solidarity 

that they all share. 

I feel a deep connection with these grown-up men that 

tend to act like kids, killing time with each other and 

embracing the freedom of roaming the city that they see 

as their own. Through their everyday social interactions 

and the absurd and sometime, I try to capture both the 

comedy and the heart of these messengers.
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