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'Twas the night  
before Christmas, 
when all through the 
house, 
Not a creature was 
stirring, cause I’d just 
killed the mouse! 
 
The stockings were 
hung by the chimney 
with care 
In hopes that Santa 
Claws soon would be 
there 

  
My humans were nestled all snug in their bed, 
While I walked and meowed, and demanded to be fed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But with everyone sleeping, I thought I’d retire, 
So I nestled up nice and cozy in front of the fire. 
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The moon shined brightly on the new-fallen snow, 
I searched for an intruder above and below. 
When what to my wondering eyes did appear, 
But a miniature sleigh and 
eight mutant reindeer! 
  
With a strange little driver,  
I could not ignore, 
I sharpened my claws and 
readied for war. 
 
More rapid than NASCAR 
his mutant deer they 
came! 
And he whistled, and 
shouted, and called them by name: 

When out on the lawn, 
there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from my perch to 
see what was the matter! 
 
Away to the window I flew 
like a flash, 
Tore open the shutters and 
clawed up the sash! 



 

Welcome, Welcome to our Practice! 
The Animal Hospital of Cor-

nelius, would like to welcome 

two new Employees to the   

Animal Hospital of Cornelius, 

Leslie Lane and Krista Rowe. 

 

Leslie comes to us from Sparta, 

North Carolina.  She has two 

dogs and loves animals. She 

loves all types of music but 

rock is her favorite by far. You 

may also notice a slight       

resemblance to one of our other    

Reception Team members,   

Lauren. If you thought that they 

looked alike, you were correct  

they are sisters. Leslie is full of 

life and always has a smile on 

her face to  greet you with joy. 

 

Krista has joined our Vet Tech 

Team. She hails from            

Lincolnton, North Carolina.  

She has a plethora of animals 

including 2 cats, 1 dog, and 8 

fish. Being from North          

Carolina, she is a huge Carolina 

Panthers fan. Krista loves the 

holidays and decorating her 

house. Her favorite thing in the 

world however is spending time 

with her family. 

 
"Now, Gordon! now, Wallace now Kenseth and  
Earnhardt! On, Harvick! On, Martin 
on, Logano  and Johnson! 
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall! 
Boogity - Boogity - Boogity Y’all !" 
  
The sleigh shook and it rumbled, and the deer started 
to fly. 
I knew this was wrong and they all needed to die! 
So up to the housetop pulled by his crew, 
Was this sleigh full of who knows what, and a fat 
prowler too! 
 
And then, in a  twinkling, I heard on the roof, 
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. 
As I drew in my head and was turning around, 
Down the chimney, Santa Claws came with a bound! 
  
He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,  
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and 
soot. 
Something suspicious he lugged up on his back,  
This round plump intruder I was ready to attack! 

 
His eyes—they 
seemed evil, his 
face was all hairy! 
His ears and nose 
pointed, he looked a 
bit scary! 
His troll little mouth 
was drawn up like a 
bow, And his  
long evil whiskers 
were as white as 
the snow! 
  

But he was chubby and plump, so I laughed to myself, 
This was no mighty warrior, but some slow-footed elf! 

 
He focused on the 
tree, as it sparkled 
and shined, 
And He didn’t see me, 
sneaking up from  
behind. 
 
One paw in front of 
the other slowly I 
sneaked. 
But I stepped on the 
dog’s toy and it gave 
a loud squeak! 

 

The bad guy heard me and twisted his head, 
So I gave him the look that let him know he was 

dead!  
He spoke not a word, but held his breath 
“You broke into the wrong house!“ I shouted  
“Prepare for death!”  
 
And with one ninja swipe, I clawed hard at his nose! 
The old elf screamed and up the chimney he rose. 
He sprang to his sleigh and told his team to take flight, 
I followed up the chimney to continue the fight! 
 
The sleigh took off and the driver didn’t look back. 
I knew I saved Christmas with my heroic attack! 
But I heard him exclaim, ‘ere he drove out of view, 
No more presents of cat-nip ever for YOU! 

We are excited and honored to 

have both of  the wonderful 

women as part of our team.  



Congratulations are due for 

Takeisha Hoggard as she 

earns recognition as our  

Employee of the Month for 

November 2016.  Keisha is 

one of our veterinary      

technicians  at the Animal 

Hospital of Cornelius work-

ing in that capacity since 

October of 2013. She is a 

consistently remarkable   

professional. 

Takeisha also assists at the 

local Animal Shelter with 

one of our doctors,         

performing a vital service 

for our community.  Her 

caring nature is a terrific 

compliment to her wonder-

ful sense of humor. She 

goes the extra mile for her 

co-workers, always willing 

to help where-ever she is 

needed, always keeping our 

patients her top priority.   

Congratulations Keisha and 

thank you for all that you 

do! 

Employee of the Month 

Meet Nubia, the cloned Jack Russell 
say – and sends them to the 
company to produce a cell line.  
Samples can be taken at any 
point during a pet’s life or after 
death if collected within a few 
hours or if the body is refriger-
ated company representatives 
say.   
The cells are developed into 
cloned embryos, which are 
placed in a surrogate selected 
according to the pet’s expected 
birth weight.  The surrogate 
carries the fetus to term and 
stays with it until weaning.  Af-
ter a veterinary exam produces 
a clean bill of health, the ViaG-
en team delivers the cloned pet 
to its owner.   
ViaGen characterizes a cloned 
pet as the original pet’s 
“identical twin separated in 
time. “  The company empha-
sizes to clients that phenotype 
is a combination of genetics 
and environment, so the clone 
may have differences resulting 
from differences in environ-
ment, but that many of the per-
sonality traits pet owners love 
are indeed genetic.  “I am the 
owner of a cloned stallion,” 
says Blake Russell, ViaGen 
Pets CEO.  “I don’t want to 
overstate, but it is remarkable 
how similar he is to the original 
horse.”  Joel Ehrenzweig, 
DVM, who consults with      

ViaGen, maintains that offering 
cloning and cryopreservation 
options to grieving pet owners 
can mitigate the effects of emo-
tional stress and burnout expe-
rienced by many veterinary 
professionals.  “Losing a pet 
can be devastating.  Talking to 
bereaved pet owners about 
genetic preservation and    
cloning is a win-win for          
veterinary practitioners looking 
to offer compassionate options 
that soften the finality of pet 
loss.”  
Ehrenzweig  says in the  ViaG-
en release.  “ViaGen Pets tech-
nology can help dissipate com-
passion fatigue, within a prac-
tice by offering end-of-life-   
options and facilitating client 
transition through the grief   
process.” 
To produce a clone, the techni-
cian replaces the nucleus of a 
donor egg with one of the 
founders frozen cells. ViaGen’s 
proprietary treatment process 
joins the egg and cell together 
to produce an embryo, which a 
ViaGen embryologist then   

On Sept. 1, 2016, ViaGen 
Pets; delivered the first Ameri-
can-born cloned puppy, a Jack 
Russell terrier named Nubia, to 
her owner.  With that delivery 
ViaGen became the first Amer-
ican company to offer pet clon-
ing services in compliance with 
U.S. regulatory standards and 
humane pet care standards,  
according to a release from the 
company. ViaGen anticipates  
increased demand for cloning 
and genetic preservation of 
companion pet DNA in the 
near future.  The price tag? 
Fifty thousand dollars for a 
cloned puppy and $25,000 for 
a cloned kitten.  Pet owners 
who want to preserve the op-
tion for the future can have 
their pet’s DNA cryopreserved 
for $1,600 plus $150 per year.  
So how does it work?  
The veterinarian takes a skin 
punch biopsy – four samples 
from the ventral abdomen is 
ideal, ViaGen representatives 

implants in a surrogate 
mom.  An identical genetic 
twin is  delivered after a  
normal gestation period.  
Research has shown that 
cloned   animals have the 
same health traits and life 
expectancy as other pets, 
the company says. 
ViaGen has been cloning 
horses and livestock for 
more than a decade.   
 

All of the team here at The 
Animal Hospital of         
Cornelius would like to 
thank you for making us a 
part of your family this 
year. We  want you to 
know that we take our        
opportunity to be of       
service to you and your 
furry family members     
seriously and are very         
appreciative of the trust 
you place in us.  We love 
what we do. We sincerely 
wish you all the best  this 
holiday season has to    
offer.   

 
Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year! 
 

~ Dr. G. Wayne Jones 



Animal Hospital A Year in Review! 


