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We all want our pets to be comfortable 
because when they are not, their 
quality of life is diminished.  Chronic 
pain is common in our pets, especially 
as they age.  Joint pain from arthritis, 
dental pain from broken or infected 
teeth, and back pain are all examples 
of common sources of ongoing pain.  
 Since chronic pain can come on 
gradually, the changes in your pet’s 
behavior may be subtle.  Sometimes 
they just “slow down” and act old 
before their time.  They don’t cry 
out and may just rise more slowly 
or limp as with joint or back pain.  
Frequently, the amount of pain they 
are dealing with is not apparent 
until the source is identified and 
treated.  Chronic pain is complex, 
involving multiple chemical signals 
and nerve and brain pathways.  
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Thus, the adequate treatment of 
chronic pain often involve a more 
complex or “multi-modal” approach 
including pharmaceutical and 
non-pharmaceutical approaches.  
An example of a multi-modal 
pharmaceutical approach might 
be combining an anti-inflammatory 
medication with a weak narcotic.  
Non-pharmaceutical approaches 
could include weight loss, in the 
case of arthritis, combined with joint 
supplements.
 Complementary treatments like 
physical therapy, laser, or shockwave 
are proving to be valuable additions 
to treatment plans to control pain 
and improve overall well-being for our 
pets.  Please feel free to discuss your 
pet’s comfort with us at any time.  
We’ll discuss non-pharmaceutical 
approaches to pain more in-depth 
in our next newsletter.

More and more pet owners are 
realizing the benefits of dental 
care and that pets can live up to 
20% longer if they receive this care 
throughout their lives.  Dental care 
has probably extended more lives 
and alleviated more suffering than 
any other advance in veterinary 
medicine in the last several years.
 Because oral health deteriorates 
gradually, many of us do not 
recognize the effect it is having on 
our pets until after dental care has 
been given.
 In March, we are making it easy 
for you to provide the dental care 
that your pet deserves.  All dental 
cleanings are 50% off Monday 
through Fr iday dur ing th is 
promotion.
 Please call now for your appointment 
as spaces are limited.  Check out the 
video on memorialbeachvet.com to 
see how our dentals are performed.

What could be more normal than 
a cat that vomits a fur ball now 

and again?  Vomiting with 
or without fur in cats 

is so common that 
we can be lulled into 

thinking it is normal, or at 
least benign.

 Newer evidence reveals that 
frequent vomiting in cats should be 
taken a bit more seriously than we 
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have in the past.  A high percentage 
of vomiting cats have an underlying 
condition that should be identified 
and treated.  Cats that vomit (with 
or without fur) more frequently than 
once every couple of months should 
come for an exam and consultation 
to discuss possible causes and 
diagnostic and treatment options.


