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New State of the Art Tightrope ACL Procedure

The Animal Care Center is proud to offer an innovative new surgical technique for the treatment of Anterior Cruciate Ligament injuries in dogs.   The Tightrope Procedure was developed in 2006 by Dr Jimi Cook, a professor at both the veterinary and human medical schools at the University of Missouri.   The procedure is designed based on principles and equipment used in human surgery for the treatment of complex ankle injuries; and has proven to be both highly successful and low in complications.   While relatively new, as compared to traditional techniques such as Tibial Plateau Leveling Osteotomy and Lateral Retinacular Suture Technique, the success rates are 95% good to excellent outcomes with complication rates of less than 3% in several thousand cases.

The addition of this technique to our hospital will provide an option to clients with large and giant breed dogs that we would have recommended referral for the TPLO procedure.   Dr. Docton has had the benefit of taking the course of study for the procedure directly from Dr Cook in May 2010, and has already performed the procedure on several dogs with good results.   The disadvantage of this procedure, when compared to the traditional Lateral Suture Technique, is expense; the implant repair suture is very expensive, more surgical preparation is involved, and additional help is needed to perform the actual surgery.   The Tightrope Procedure is, however, less costly than the TPLO procedure done at referral centers by several hundred dollars; providing the dual advantages of less cost to our clients and the ability to perform the surgery here at our hospital.

We feel that this surgical procedure is a valuable asset in providing state-of-the-art care to our patients, while giving pet owners affordable options to the continually escalating costs of veterinary health care.
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