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Fireworks Safety: Keep the Sparks away from Snoopy 

As many pet owners know, fireworks and thunder storms can cause a great deal of stress for some 

animals.  Practice safety by following these simple steps: 

 Keep pets indoors. It is advisable to close the curtains and turn on the TV or radio to provide 

some distraction. A quiet place, such as a carrier, may provide your pet with a sense of security 

and comfort.  

 Use a leash or carrier. If you must be outside with your pet, keep the pet on a leash or in 

carrier at all times.  

 Practice fire safety. Keep your pet away from matches, open fires, and fireworks - especially 

ones that are lighted on the ground. Pets may try to sniff (or eat) firecrackers, and pet hair can 

easily catch fire if too close to the fireworks.  

 Take Snoopy for a walk first. If possible, make sure that you pet has time to "use the 

restroom" before the fireworks start. Some pets are too frightened to void once the fireworks 

begin, and this may lead to an "accident" later on.  

 Make sure pet ID is current. Make sure that your pet has proper identification tags, with 

current information, in case s/he gets away. This will help the local authorities (who are quite 

busy this time of year handling frightened runaways). 

What can I do if my pet is frightened of fireworks and thunder? 
Some animals do fine and don't seem to notice the fireworks. Some do well with just having their 

owner near, talking in a soothing voice and petting or holding the pet. And then there are some pets 

that cannot be calmed by petting or talking to them - they are simply too upset. Animals that are 

frightened/stressed can hurt themselves and possibly escape if left alone, and the results can be fatal. 

Frightened animals running loose are in great danger of being hit by a car.  

     For these animals, it is best to provide a safe place, such as a carrier, to be in while the fireworks 

last. This alone may be enough of a comfort to soothe some pets. If the carrier is not enough to calm 

the animal, medication (in the form of a tranquilizer) may be warranted. Tranquilizers are not for every 

pet. Talk to your vet about medical options that are suitable for your dog or cat. A patient-doctor 

relationship is needed before dispensing medications, so if your pet hasn't seen the vet yet, an 

appointment will need to be made to examine the animal to ensure that there aren't any underlying 

heart or other problems, and base any medications on current weight.  

      

 



 

Ensure your companion pet's comfort while traveling this month with these helpful tips. 

 Make sure your pet is current on vaccines and is treated appropriately for fleas and ticks. 

 Reduce the chance of motion sickness by feeding a small meal several hours prior to travel.  

 Discuss sedatives with your veterinarian if you feel they are necessary. 

 Introduce your pet to their carrier at home for a few weeks before you leave. It'll help him 

adjust for the trip. 

 Bring familiar toys and their usual food for the length of the trip.  

 Pets can't tell you when they need to stop at the next rest station, so stop often to offer water 

and give them a chance to relieve themselves. 

 Take a litter box for cats: some companies now make disposable ones!  

 If your cat is crying or scratching at the bottom of her carrier, she might be telling you it's time 

for a litter box stop.  

 Although they think it's tons of fun, be sure to keep your dog's head inside the vehicle 

(windblown dust and debris can injure her eyes and ears).  

 Keep your pet in a kennel while driving: it can be dangerous to let them roam in the car.  

 If your cat gets nervous and starts to howl, try talking softly or playing relaxing music.  

 Never leave the vehicle without having your pet on a leash. 

 Make sure your pet is wearing a collar with tags or has a microchip in case they get separated 

from you.  

 If your pet is new to travel, try easing it into the travel mode by taking short drives of varying 

lengths before going on a long trip.  

 Never, ever leave your pet in a car or van unattended - car temperatures rise (or fall) to 

dangerous levels very quickly.  

 Create a traveling kit for your pet with some first aid supplies, extra food, his medical records, 

an extra collar and leash with an ID tag and even the number of an emergency vet where you'll 

be visiting. 

 If you are planning to travel by plane or train, there may be additional requirements from the 

agency you are traveling with. 

 

To avoid any last minute problems, make your arrangements well in advance and verify travel 

regulations.  

 Be prepared to show your pet's health certificate and proof of rabies vaccine before boarding.  

 When purchasing a portable kennel for your pet, make sure it's airline-approved.  

 Small pets can usually travel in the airplane cabin with you. You just need a carrier that's 

airline-approved and fits under the seat. Check with your airline before arriving at the airport.  

 If your pet has to travel in the cargo hold, try to avoid changing planes. If you have a layover, 

make sure your pet is removed during that time and placed in a cool, shady area. You may even 

request that you're allowed to let your pet out for a potty break and for some fresh water.  

 For boat travel, you can purchase pet life preservers or secure them with a lifeline.  

 Contact your regular veterinarian for any additional questions. 

 

 

 


