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Reptile Injection Instructions
Proper techniques for the restraint of your reptile and administering medication:
These are instructions that might help you in conjunction with the directions given to you by our
veterinarians. If you are still unsure we are happy to demonstrate the medication technique again.
Call to make a med demo appointment. Medicating your pet is at your own risk.
Assemble needle and syringe.

needle (leave top on needle when assembling!)
cc's or ml (same thing)
one unit = 0.01cc
syringe
plunger

Draw required volume of medication into the syringe, avoiding any air bubbles. If you have air in
syringe, tap the bubbles to the top and push them out of syringe.
Hold the prescription vial upside down and push the needle into the stopper.

Hold snake's head firmly behind jaw bones.

Feel spine with your finger. The area right and left of it is muscle. The injection should be given in this
muscle in the front third of the body.

Point needle towards the head, and without touching the plunger insert needle between scales not
through a scale. Push the needle quickly and firmly.

It is no problem if medication goes under the skin instead of into the muscle.

Locations for IM injections in Reptiles:
Lizards: in the muscle groups in the front legs or in the muscle along the back and neck in the front
third of the body.

Turtles and Tortoises: in the muscle groups in the front legs or in the muscles in the shoulder area.

front of the leg

back of the leg

Snakes: inject in the muscle in either right or left side of spine.

Medicating your pet at home is done at your own risk.

