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Dear Valued Client, 

 Allergies are often the cause of intense itching, frequent ear and skin infections, and chronic foot licking.  Allergies can be either seasonal or all year round, and treatment for allergies can come in a variety of ways.  One treatment is to use steroids, which is a very effective anti-itch/anti-inflammatory medication. In addition to the many beneficial attributes of steroids, some potential problems are associated with their use. In dogs especially, steroids cause some annoying side effects. These potential side effects include the following:

· Dramatic increases in thirst, hunger, and urine volume. Some previously housebroken dogs produce so much urine that they cannot wait to be taken outside and urinate in the home. 

· Panting 

· Muscle weakness 

· Lethargy 

· Hair loss in the trunk area (usually not from the head or legs) 

· Pot-bellied appearance 
Allergy skin testing is a procedure in which a small amount of allergens are injected into the skin.  The skin is then evaluated for any reactions to determine which allergens affect your pet.  Based on the results, we can then start the desensitization process by making up a serum for injection.  

Desensitization involves giving a series of injections containing specific antigens to which your pet is sensitive.  Statistically 60-70% of the cases respond to desensitization (either needing no other medications or less potent medication).  Desensitization stimulates your pet’s own protective mechanism (immune system), which stops the allergic reaction from occurring.  You will need to give an injection every 7-21 days for the LIFETIME OF YOUR PET
In order to test for these allergies your pet must follow the instructions for medication withdrawal periods before testing can take place.  (See attached instructions.)

The best time of the year to perform allergy testing is November – early January.   Because of the limited time to test all of our allergy patients we would like to start scheduling appointments now.  This allows us to have the supplies on hand and make sure all the required steps are understood.

The price for the allergy testing will be $250. 

Please call us at (517)592-6924 if you have ANY questions, we would also be happy to set up an appointment.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Michelle Engel 

 Dr. Lacey Schiel
