
The lights have come down, the trees are 

at the curb, all the presents have been opened 

and it’s time to settle in until Spring brings 

green grass, flowers and warm weather.  It’s 

also a good time to spay or neuter your new-

est furry family members.   

The benefits of spaying and neutering 

can never be overstated.  The health benefits 

of spaying are numerous, ranging from 

vastly decreasing the chances of uterine in-

fections and uterine cancers to greatly reduc-

ing mammary cancers in female pets.  Neu-

tering male pets has been shown to reduce 

instances of perianal tumors as well as elimi-

nating chances of testicular cancer and 

enlargment of the prostate gland.  Studies 

have also shown that pets that have been 

spayed or neutered generally live longer and 

have fewer health issues in their life time. 

Spaying and neutering can also have a 

positive effect on your relationship with your 

canine companion and feline friend.  Neuter-

ing male pets reduces the desire to roam and 

can reduce aggressive behavior.  Neutering 

early enough will also help to prevent spray-

ing in male cats.  Spaying eliminates the 

mess of females going into heat and stops 

female cats from pacing & howling while in 

heat. 

From a population standpoint, shelters 

are filled with pets that are seeking good, 

loving homes and by spaying/neutering you 

can effectively guarantee that your pet won’t 

contribute to pet overpopulation.  It only 

takes one encounter with an unaltered animal 

to end up with a litter of puppies or kittens. 

Coupled with regular vet visits, vaccina-

tions and dental care, spaying/neutering will 

help your pet have a happier and healthier 

life with you.  We also understand that the 

decision to spay or neuter your pet is a big 

one and we are happy to answer any ques-

tions you may have.  Please call or email the 

clinic today.   

Bob Barker Would Approve 

City Pets Veterinary Clinic 
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Spay/Neuter Myths 

 Myth: My pet will get fat and lazy. 

Your pet will not see any additional weight gain from the surgery.  If your pet 

does gain weight it is most likely a result of too many calories or not enough 

exercise.  Often, diets need to be adjusted once pets reach their adult size. 

 Myth: It’s better to have one heat cycle before spaying. 

The opposite is actually true.  Studies have shown that pets spayed before 

their first heat cycle have fewer medical issues (see article, above) than those 

that aren’t.  The risk of mammary tumors goes from 0.5% to 8% if spayed after 

the first heat cycle and jumps to 26% if spayed after a second heat cycle. 

 Myth: My pet’s personality will change after the surgery. 

You may see some positive changes in your pet’s behavior after their surgery, 

such as less roaming and less aggressive behavior over unaltered mates.  Your 

pet will still maintain their personality from before the surgery. 



“Do you want to build a 
snowman?” 

A question familiar to just 
about everyone since Disney 
released it’s 53rd animated fea-
ture “Frozen” in 2013.  It’s even 
more relevant now that winter 
has arrived in Michigan, com-
plete with below-zero weather, 
salt trucks and snow accumula-
tion.   With winter, also comes 
the need for extra care when it 
comes to our pets.   

While our pets’ ancestors 
were accustomed to spending 
long winters outside, our pam-
pered pets have not.  Leaving 
pets out in the cold too long can 
lead to frostbite on their ears, 
tails and feet, as well as dan-
gerously low body core tem-

peratures.  Pay close at-
tention to the amount of 
time spent outdoors as 
the temperature outside 
may be much colder than 
the thermometer says due 
to wind chill. 

Another advantage 
that Fossil Fido had over our 
pets was that he had time to 
prepare for winter.  He had a 
den that allowed him to es-
cape the wind, cold and 
snow.  Make sure your pet 
has a proper shelter while 
outside.  The opening should 
be protected from the wind 
and the flooring should be 
covered in carpeting or hay. 

Please be careful when 
you go out to your car as 

well.  Feral felines like to curl 
up next to warm engines and 
in tire wells to get out of the 
wind and snow.  Knock your 
hood before starting your car 
and check your wheel wells to 
ensure you don’t have any 
purring passengers. 

Let’s all make sure to 
keep our pets safe from be-
coming frozen felines or pup-
sicles this winter and we’ll all 
enjoy spring as much as Olaf. 

Frozen 
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Mastodon in the Room 

 Fun fact: The official fossil of Michigan 

has been the Mastodon since 2002.  A contrac-

tor in Bellevue Township, 

Michigan found out why in 

November when he found 42 

mastodon bones during 

renovations to a home in 

Bellevue Township.  It took 

contractor Daniel LaPoint Jr 

and his neighbor four days 

to excavate the bones before 

calling a professor at Uni-

versity of Michigan. 

 Paleontologist Professor Daniel Fisher 

speculates that the fossils could be 14,000 

years old and believes the bones belonged to a 

37 year-old male mastodon.  Most of the bones 

will be donated to the University of Michigan 

Museum of Paleontology.  Once the bones 

arrive Professor Fisher will be able to de-

termine the age of the bones 

to within 200-300 years.  

Professor Fisher already has 

an idea of the mastodon’s 

cause of death. 

 “Preliminary exami-

nation indicates that the 

animal may have been 

butchered by humans,” ex-

plained Fisher.  There appear to be tool 

marks on certain parts of the bones. 

 In Michigan, there have been about 

330 mastodon excavation sites compared to 

about 50 Wooly Mammoth excavation sites, 

the two largest mammals to ever roam the 

state.  

Mastodon Exhibit at the U of M Museum 

of Paleontology. 



If it seems like every 6 

months we’re announcing 

it’s Pet Dental Month, that 

would be because we do!  

That should just go to show 

how important your canine’s 

chompers and feline’s fangs 

are to their overall health. 

To celebrate National 

Pet Dental Health Month we 

are offering discounts on our 

Professional Dental Clean-

ings all month long.  We will 

also be doing free dental 

evaluations all month long 

to help you determine if 

your pet is in need of a thor-

ough dental cleaning.  We 

can also discuss proper 

care at home and go over 

some products we have in 

the clinic to help keep your 

pet’s teeth sparkly white. 

Pets of all ages can 

benefit from a dental cleaning.    

Contact the clinic today to set 

up your free dental evaluation 

or your pet’s discounted dental 

cleaning in February.    
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The City Pets team continues to grow!  Jen joined our 

team in November after VCA Woodland closed in Ann Arbor.  

Jen is in the process of getting her Vet Tech certifica-

tion after attending Wayne State University. 

When Jen isn’t at City Pets Vet Clinic, she enjoys 

watching films and hanging out with friends.  She is 

an avid swimmer and likes to spend time relaxing 

with her two feline fur-babies, Annabell and Hank.  

They spend most of their time together reading mys-

teries and suspense novels.  Stop in and say, 

“Hello!” 

Jen Joins the City Pets Team   

National Pet Dental Month 

Annabell is happy to be 

taking a picture. 

Congratulations to our Biggest Losers! 

 In an effort to help make 2014 a little leaner 

for pets, we held our first Biggest Loser: Pet Edition 

with the help of Royal Canin.  We saw a great deal 

of weight loss amongst our contestants, but their 

could only be one winner in each category: one ca-

nine and one feline.  Without further ado, may we 

present our two Biggest Losers for 2014: Patch and Leila Ali.  Congratu-

lations and enjoy your year of free Royal Canin food! 

Note:  If we are closed 

and you have an animal 

emergency, please call 

the Emergency 

Veterinary Hospital on 

Jackson Road in  

Ann Arbor at  

(734) 369-6446 (also 

treats birds and other  

exotic pets). 

Patch, canine Biggest Loser 

Lelia Ali, feline Biggest Loser 

Before Dental Cleaning After Dental Cleaning 



1723 Plymouth Rd. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

Phone: 734-929-4071 

Fax: 734-929-4072 

E-mail: info@CityPetsVetClinic.com 

www.CityPetsVetClinic.com 
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Hours 

Monday:        8am-6pm 

Tuesday:       8am-5pm 

Wednesday:  8am-5pm 

Thursday:      8am-6pm 

Friday:           8am-5pm 

Saturday:      9am-Noon 

Upcoming Specials & Events 

 
 February is National Pet Dental Health Month: 

Get $50 off dental cleanings all month long and 
free dental evaluations to determine if your pet 
needs a professional dental cleaning. 

 
 Spring is approaching: Make sure your dog is 

protected from fleas, ticks, and heartworm.  Pick 
up prevention before the weather starts to change 
so you’ll be ready when it does.  Call or email to 
find out about our current specials. 

 
 3rd Annual Puppy Up Walk: Tentative date - 

Sunday June 28  
 It’s never too early to get your team plan-

ning started! 
 
 
 

Vita, Paul’s newest animal addition. 

http://www.citypetsvetclinic.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/City-Pets-Veterinary-Clinic/170693246346622

