Green Bay Animal Hospital Dental Procedure
Periodontal disease is when plaque and tartar have accumulated on the tooth to the point that it begins to invade under the gum line. This leaves the periodontal ligament (the ligament that holds the tooth in place), the roots, and the entire tooth at risk for infection from bacteria. 
· Before having teeth cleaned a physical exam and routine blood testing is essential to assign appropriate anesthetics. 

· After placing your pet under general anesthesia, monitoring equipment is attached and intravenous fluid administration is started and then these following steps are performed: 

· The first step of the dental procedure is to rinse the teeth with a chlorahexadine oral rinse.
· Then we remove larger pieces of tartar with a dental instrument.
· Now the teeth are accessible to ultrasonically scale them supragingival (above the gum line) and subgingival (below the gum line). 
· Plaque and tartar attract bad bacteria to the tooth; if left alone on the crown or near the roots (subgingival), it can contribute to periodontal disease.
· Now that the teeth are clean of tartar, the doctor probes all teeth for pockets and records the details onto the dental chart. 
· Radiographs are taken of the crown/roots and accessed by the doctor. These can vary from one or two teeth to full mouth radiographs, depending on the stage of periodontal disease.
· Extractions, if needed, and periodontal treatments are performed by the doctor. Post extraction radiographs are taken to confirm the extraction was successful.
· Once that section of the procedure is complete the teeth are polished. This smooths minor defects made from scaling the teeth. 
· A fluoride treatment is applied and has many advantages such as decreased plaque build up, and increased enamel resistance to acids. 
· If chosen, there is the option to apply a barrier gel (Oravet) to the teeth at this time. The barrier gel helps protect the tooth from the bacteria environment it lives in. It is optimal to have the first application done at this time since the patient is under anesthesia. However, a weekly application done at home is needed to keep up the barrier gel protection. 
· A photograph is taken before and after the dental procedure to show the beneficial results of a dental cleaning.
· The dental cleaning has been completed and a technician tends to the patient as they wake up from anesthesia. At this time a staff member calls and notifies the client the patient is in recovery. 
Please feel free to call us with any questions or concerns! 
847-251-5900 
8-12:30 1:30-5:30 Monday thru Friday
8-12:00 1:00-3:00 Saturday
