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Imagine a creature that 
lurks in the dirt, penetrates 
the skin of unsuspecting 
targets and works its way to 
the intestines, where it at-
taches itself with fang-like 
teeth to feast on it’s victim’s 
blood.  Sounds like science 
fiction right?  Well scarily 
enough, it’s scientific fact.  
The name of this nightmar-
ish creature is Ancyclo-
stoma canium, otherwise 
known as the canine hook-
worm.  And though it could 
star in a Hollywood horror 
flick, it is more likely to re-
side in your own backyard, 
where it can afflict your pets 
- and even your two-footed 
family, 
To win the War of the 
Worms, you must first know 
your enemy.  Intestinal 
parasites share many things 
in common, but they also 
have unique qualities.  Let’s 
have a closer look at the 
bad guys…… 
 

Horrific Hookworms 
Hookworms are a type of 
round worm that can afflict 
dogs, cats and even people.  
They’re fairly common - one 
survey of fecal samples from 
across the U.S. found hook-
worm eggs in 19% of sam-
ples.  Pets acquire hook-
worms by ingesting contami-
nated soil or infected rodents, 
or when hookworm larvae 
penetrate their skin (which is 
also how humans are com-
monly infected.)  Puppies can 
also be infected through nurs-
ing.   
Once the hookworm enters 
their canine host, it migrates 
to the small intestine, where it 
attaches itself and feeds on 
blood.  Hookworm infections 
can cause diarrhea and 
weight loss, and severe infes-
tations can lead to anemia 
and death, especially in pup-
pies. 
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Rotten Roundworms 
When your veterinarian talks 
about roundworms, he or she 
is referring to members of the 
family Toxocaridae, which are 
the most common parasite in 
our furry friends.  Cats can 
get roundworms by eating 
contaminated soil or infected 
rodents, or by nursing as kit-
tens.  Dogs acquire round-
worms in the same ways, as 
well as in utero.  Although 
they live in the intestines, 
roundworms can move to the 
lungs. 
Animals with roundworms 
may have symptoms of vomit-
ing or diarrhea, weight loss, a 
dull coat or a potbellied ap-
pearance.  Coughing can be 
observed if the worms move 
to the lungs.  Roundworms 
can also affect people and 
pose a significant health risk 
by damaging the liver, heart, 
central nervous system and 
eyes. 

Terrible Tapeworms 
Tapeworms are long flat 
worms that wiggle their way 
into dogs and cats when they 
eat tapeworm infested hosts, 
like fleas and rodents.  Ani-
mals infected with tapeworms 
rarely show symptoms but 
can occasionally experience 
weight loss, rectal itching and 
mild diarrhea.  The good 
news is that, dog and cat 
tapeworms rarely infect peo-
ple. 

Wicked Whipworms 
Whipworms are a type of 
roundworm (named for their 
whip-like shape) that com-
monly affects dogs - including 
14% of dogs in shelters 
across the United States.  
Dogs acquire whipworms by 
eating their eggs in contami-
nated soil.  After hatching, the 

larvae   migrate  to  the   large  



Congratulations go out  to 

Heather Kegley as she has 

earned recognition as our 

December 2014 Employee 

of the Month!  Heather is 
one of our technicians and 

has been with the Animal 

Hospital of Cornelius since 

1999.  Heather has a soft 

spot for Chihuahuas, espe-

cially those with  problem-

atic social skills.  She also 
seems to keep adopting her 

relatives’ pets whenever 

they move and can not re-

sist a special needs kitty cat, 

as she cares for her cross-

Employee of the Month  
eyed tabby named Bubbles 

and of course Bubbles’ see-

ing-eye cat Cookie.  

Recently the team took a 

trip to the local gun range 
where Heather showed how 

she came by the nickname 

Sherriff. (Never mind the 

dog – Beware the Owner!) 

Thank you Heather for the 

terrific effort, for always 

“shooting” to be the best 
and consistently “staying on 

target”. The staff and pa-

tients of the Animal Hospi-

tal of Cornelius appreciate 

all that you do!  

The Town of Cornelius re-
cently requested public bids 
for veterinary services to be 
provided for orphaned pets 
at the local Cornelius Animal 
Shelter off Meridian Street in 
downtown.  The Animal Hos-
pital of Cornelius recognized 
this as an opportunity to 
serve our community.  By 
submitting our bid proposal 
we offered to extend our ser-
vices, veterinarians, and fa-
cilities for the veterinary 
healthcare needs of the or-
phaned or surrendered ani-
mals at the Cornelius Animal 
Shelter. We feel very 
strongly that our profession 
calls us to action as advo-
cates for the lost, stray, un-
wanted, economically unvia-
ble, and confiscated animals 
in our community.  We un-
derstand that these animals 
are not in a situation of their 
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for Cornelius Animal Shelter 

own making.  We see the 
critical role our local shelter 
plays in the town and we are 
honored to have been se-
lected to serve in the veteri-
narian capacity again for 
2015, partnering with the 
Cornelius Animal Control 
Division of the Police Depart-
ment.  We have an estab-
lished relationship with the 
shelter staff working coop-
eratively to handle the well-
ness/preventive care, vacci-
nations, flea and heartworm 
prevention, behavioral as-
sessments, treatment of mi-
nor injuries and sometimes 
major injuries, as well as 
performing spays and neu-
ters for all adopted pets. 
Dog and cat adoption saves 
lives. Dr. Jones encourages 
animal adoption from the 
Cornelius Animal Shelter, “I 
respect and applaud the staff 
and volunteers who make 
the Cornelius Animal Shelter 
the best such operation I 
have seen in my forty plus 
years in veterinary medicine.  
My practice is committed to 
rendering loving care to the 
animals who find themselves 
temporary shelter residents. 
This goes beyond profes-

sionalism, it is just the right 
thing to do. Our interest and 
participation brings our ener-
gies and expertise to the 
community in purposeful 
ways.  Our efforts are about 
giving back and staying in-
volved.”   The cohesiveness 
of the Animal Hospital of 
Cornelius with the Town of 
Cornelius Police Depart-
ment’s Division of Animal 
Control has been building 
during the last four consecu-
tive years of teamwork.  The 
success is not always meas-
ured in numbers, but in lives. 

The Animal Shelter had a 
very successful 2014 with 
over 60 lost pets reunited 
with their owners, and more 
than 120 cats and dogs were 
adopted through the shelter 
in 2014.  
TO KICK OFF 2015, the Cor-
nelius Animal Shelter and 
Animal Hospital of Cornelius 
are holding a FREE Rabies 
Clinic at the shelter on Jan. 
24th from 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM! 



The Dirty Scary Truth  
Wicked Whipworms 

intestine.   Severe cases can 
cause bloody diarrhea, weight 
loss, dehydration, anemia and 
even death.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ghastly Giardia 
Giardia is another single-celled 
parasite that affects dogs and 
cats.  Animals become infected 
by drinking contaminated water.  
Giardia may be asymptomatic 
or can cause diarrhea or inter-
mittent vomiting.  As is the case 
with cocccidia, younger animals 
are more vulnerable to giardia 
and chronic infections can re-
sult in weight loss and even 
death. Fortunately, humans do 
not acquire giardia directly from 
their dog or cat (though we can 
get it by drinking contaminated 
water too.) 

Crafty Coccidia 
Coccidia are single-celled or-
ganisms that affect dogs and 
cats - especially when they are 
very young.  Coccidia infections 
are species-specific, meaning 
that cat coccidia can not affect 
dogs and vice versa (and nei-
ther type can affect you!) Pets 
can get coccidia infections by 
eating contaminated feces or 
soil.  Cats can also acquire coc-
cidia by eating infected rodents.  
Coccidia can cause diarrhea 
and is often associated with 
other intestinal parasites. 

How do you know if your pet is harboring these little 
horrors?  While external parasites like fleas and ticks 
are easy to spot, intestinal parasites are rarely seen 
because they live inside your pet’s intestinal tract.  
The exceptions are tapeworms and roundworms; 
tapeworms shed segments that resemble sesame 
seeds or grains of rice, and are typically seen in your 
pet’s stool or around their rectum (or on their bed!), 
and roundworms show up in your pet’s vomit or stool. 
Nevertheless, don’t wait to see parasites before taking 
your pet to the veterinarian, especially if he or she ex-
hibits signs like scooting, vomiting, diarrhea, a dis-
tended abdomen, weight loss and/or (occasionally) 
coughing. 
Since infected pets can exhibit no symptoms (or sub-
tle symptoms that can be easily overlooked), the best 
way to keep your pet parasite-free is to have your vet 
perform parasite screenings once a year.  

Your veterinarian can recommend the best year-
round monthly parasite preventative for your pet.  
These medications are safe, easy to administer 
and effective.  Some monthly heartworm medica-
tions are even broad-spectrum dewormers that 
protect your pets not only from heartworm dis-
ease, but also from other kinds of intestinal para-
sites.  Though treatable, remember that the best 
way to deal with parasites is to prevent them in 
the first place.  With a little effort throughout the 
year, you can help keep your family free of these 
veterinary villains!  Ask your veterinarian today. 
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READY—SET—GO!! IT’S 2015!!   


