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The Animal Hospital of Cor-
nelius has added new equip-
ment to improve our dental 
services, Digital Dental Radi-
ography. Dental radiographs 
are one of the most impor-
tant diagnostic tools avail-
able to a veterinarian. They 
allow the internal anatomy of 
the teeth, and the roots and 
the bone that surrounds the 
roots to be examined.  Den-
tal radiography involves ob-
taining x-ray images of the 
mouth, teeth, and jaws. 

Dental  radiography is 
painless, very safe, and non-
invasive.  Sedation or anes-
thesia is necessary because 
of the sensitivity of the digital 
sensors, having to place 

them inside the patient’s 
mouth, and so that your 
pet can be properly posi-
tioned for the radiographs 
as well. 

Veterinary medical dental 
care is an essential com-
ponent of a preventive 
healthcare plan. Quality 
dental care is necessary to 
provide optimum health 
and quality of life. If left 
untreated, diseases of the 
oral cavity are painful and 
can contribute to other lo-
cal or systemic disease.  
Your veterinarian will make 
a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
whether or not to have ra-
diographs taken of all the 
teeth (“full-mouth radio-
graphs”), based on the 
reason for presentation of 
your pet and the results of 

an initial visual examination of 
the mouth. Did you know that 

over two-thirds of all cats and 
dogs over three years of age 
are estimated to have some 
form of periodontal or dental 
disease? Oral problems are 
not always obvious and may 
only become apparent if den-
tal radiographs are made. Full
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-mouth radiographs also es-
tablish a base-line for future 
comparison. In cases of facial 
trauma or head trauma, dental 
radiographs may be taken to 
assess the extent of damage 
to the mouth, teeth, and jaws. 
Dental radiographs can help 
your veterinarian evaluate the 
health of tooth roots and iden-
tify a variety of problems that 
are not visible just by looking 
at your pet’s teeth, including: 

Tumors involving the 

bones of the jaw. 

Tooth impactions (teeth 

that are wedged in or can’t 
erupt normally). 

Tooth fractures. 

Tooth root abscesses. 

Retained teeth (teeth that 

failed to erupt at the proper 
time). 

Resorptive lesions (painful 

erosions on the tooth surface). 
 
Because sedation is required 
for obtaining dental x-rays, 
your veterinarian  may  recom- 
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A good question was posted 
by a concerned pet owner 
on our Facebook page re-
cently regarding a story that 
you've all likely seen on your 
own Facebook feeds.  It’s an 
article that’s gone viral 
across the web. 
The blog post, NO ICE WA-
T E R  F O R  D O G S … 
PLEASE READ ASAP, dis-
cusses a dog’s near deadly 
encounter. You’ve may have 
also seen this in an email 
from a friend. It's scary to a 
lot of pet owners, especially 
with it getting so hot outside. 
The story appears legitimate 
on the surface: a dog be-
came bloated and almost 
died after his owner gave 
him ice cubes in his water 
bowl. It's something many 

pet owners do in the summer 
months. 
The Doctors at the Animal 
Hospital of Cornelius say, 
"You can't believe everything 
you read." regarding the blog 
article.  In fact, the School of 
Veterinary Medicine at NC 
State has previously posted 
a special notice that there's 
no science to support this, 
and that it's perfectly all right 
to give ice cubes to your dog 
and in this hot weather, cold 
water actually helps dogs. 
It's something they need to 
keep themselves cool. 
“On the Internet circulating 
right now is a story that 
seems very legitimate of a 
dog developing bloat after 
consuming ice cubes and 
water,” Dr. G. Wayne Jones, 

MELTING THE ICE CUBE MYTH 
practice owner of The Animal 
Hospital of Cornelius said. 
“It’s the story of a dog who 
almost dies after his owner 
gives him ice water, claiming 
the cold water caused the 
dog to bloat.” Dr. Jones says 
bloats are life-threatening 
situations that can actually 
flip the stomach while enlarg-
ing it. He says he has seen 
the viral post scaring dog 
owners for a few years now, 
and acknowledged that it has 
recently made a comeback 
on social media. “If a dog is 
overheated and dehydrated, 
and desperate for fluids and 
then they consume huge, I 
mean huge amounts of ice 
cubes or water all at one 
time, it has the potential to 
create a situation where the 
dog could bloat, but that’s 
true for large amounts of any 

temperature water.” 
He says just consuming cold 
water or ice cubes in modera-
tion will not cause bloat, say-
ing ice cubes and water when 
the weather is hot is a good 

thing. Though the article 
seems very real, even scien-
tific enough to scare the most 
educated pet owner, the find-
ings behind it are simply 
false. Ice cubes and cold wa-
ter are fine for pets as long as 
it’s done with some common 
sense,” Dr. Jones said. The 
ASPCA Poison Control call 
center also adds that it’s sim-
ply a MYTH. Dogs do not 
bloat, as the blog post sug-
gests, simply by drinking ice 
water on a hot day. 

Here are a couple of other tips 
to keep your pets safe in the 
heat: 

- If you like to take your dog on 
runs or walks, try to do so in the 
early morning or evening hours 
when it's not as hot + bring wa-
ter. 

- Never leave your pet in the car 
when it's over 70 degrees, no 
matter how much you crack the 
windows. 
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Dental X-Rays 

mend other pre-anesthetic 
testing before taking dental 
radiographs of your pet. Se-
dation is needed so that your 
pet can be properly posi-
tioned for the radiographs to 
be taken. During the dental 
radiography procedure, your 
pet will be monitored closely 
to ensure a safe recovery 
from sedation. 
The radiography itself gener-
ally takes only a few min-
utes.  After examining the 
radiographs, your veterinar-
ian can identify problem 
teeth or other issues that 

may need 
to be ad-
d r e s s e d 
during the 
d e n t a l 
c l e a n i n g . 
Veterinari-
ans also 
use radio-
graphs after 
procedures 
such as 
tooth ex-

tractions to confirm that all 
the tooth roots have been 
removed properly. 
Dental radiography has 
many benefits and very mini-

mal risks. The level of radia-
tion exposure needed to per-
form radiography is very low, 

we know we can make a 
positive impact in the health 
and lives of your pets.    
Talk to your veterinarian 
about our digital dental x-ray 
services and how your pet 
can benefit today.   

Congratulations go to 
Kathryn Christensen as 
our Employee of the 
Month for May 2014.  
Kathryn is one of our new-
est employees working in 
our client services/
reception department hav-
ing been hired in October 
of last year.  Kathryn 
comes to us with a Bache-
lors Degree in Business 
Administration from Old 
Dominion University. 
Kathryn is a dedicated em-
ployee with a great attitude 
and always gives her best 
effort, though sometimes 
with a strange accent. 
Kathryn resides in Corne-
lius with her fiancé and 
her cat, Artemis and her 

Employees of the Month  
dog, Dixie.  Thank you 
Kathryn and congratula-
tions on earning Employee 
of the Month.   
A second congratulations 
is due for Heather Kegley 
who again earns our Em-
ployee of the Month hon-
ors for June 2014.  Last 
month Heather showed 
herself to be invaluable to 
our practice, working with 
our doctors assisting with 
orthopedic surgeries.  She 
is one of our most experi-
enced technicians, and  
she continues to thwart 
attempts to be photo-
graphed for our newsletter 
publications. Thanks to 
Heather and Kathryn for 
doing an awesome job.  

even pregnant females and 
very young pets can undergo 
radiography.  In the vast ma-
jority of cases, the benefits of 
performing dental radiogra-
phy far outweigh any possible 
risks. 
We have invested in special 
continuing education courses 
and wet labs for training our 
staff in taking dental radio-
graphs at correct angles for 
the best possible images, 
dental charting and interpre-
tation of the digital images.   
We have also upgraded our 
dental scaling and polishing 
equipment to further improve 
our services.  With our new 
equipment and techniques, 
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