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John R. Finnegan, Jr., PhD 

ASPPH Board Chair and Dean 

University of Minnesota School of Public Health 

Dr. John R. Finnegan Jr., is dean of the School of Public Health at the University of Minnesota and assistant vice 
president for public Health. He holds MA and PhD degrees in Mass Communication that he earned from the University of 
Minnesota. He began his public health career in 1980, following a first career path as a journalist during the 1970s. As a 
doctoral student, media professional and later as public health faculty, he was a member of the pioneering research team 
that developed the Minnesota Heart Health Program (MHHP) at the University of Minnesota School of Public Health. The 
program was one of the most important U.S. community health promotion intervention research initiatives sponsored by 
the NIH in this period, along with the Stanford and Pawtucket, RI projects. Standards for many of the commonly used 
research design, intervention, and evaluation strategies for community trials were developed in this work. Based in this 
initiative, Dr. Finnegan launched a career specializing in the role of communication and mass media in leveraging change 
in health knowledge, behavior and public policy in the context of community campaigns to improve the public’s health. 
Central to his research are socio-economically driven inequities in population exposure to health information, part of the 
larger problem of health status inequities. He also launched a teaching program in media communication and health in 
the 1980’s as an important addition to the public health intervention curriculum. He was honored in 2007 by the APHA for 
career achievement. 
 
Dr. Finnegan chairs the board of directors of the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) through 
October, 2014, and is a member of the Framing the Future: The Second Hundred Years of Education for Public Health 
Task Force. He also sustains strong interest in global health, learning innovations and interprofessional education among 
the health professions in the context of better integration of public health and health care systems.



 

 

  

 

 

 

Andrew Balas, MD, PHD 
Dean, College of Allied Health Sciences 

Georgia Regents University MPH Program 

Dr. Andrew Balas serves as dean and professor at Georgia Regents University. His expertise includes development of 
innovative priorities for the production of scientific knowledge responsive to societal needs and application of advanced 
digital technologies for transferring research to practice.  
 
He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the National Library of Medicine and also the Allied Health 
Research Institute. He is an elected member of the American College of Medical Informatics and the European Academy 
of Sciences and Arts. 
 
Dean Balas has been effective in taking on the status quo, achieving breakthrough performance improvements and 
fighting for better public access to scientific discoveries. His studies about delay and waste in the transfer of research 
results to health care are often cited as reference points in translational research initiatives. As a congressional fellow 
working for the Public Health and Safety Subcommittee of the United States Senate, he drafted the Healthcare Quality 
Enhancement Act of 1999 that, among others, first achieved government action on reducing errors in health care and 
was signed into federal law (December 6, 1999).  
 
His leadership emphasizes positive response to community needs, good teamwork, and measurable improvement. 
During six years of his previous service as dean, the College of Health Sciences achieved many successes at Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia (e.g., double digit increases in enrollment, launching of new programs, tenfold 
increase in externally funded research; multimillion dollar fundraising, new R&D partnerships with industry). Previously, 
he served as dean of the School of Public Health in St. Louis, director of the Missouri European Union Center and Weil 
Distinguished Professor of Health Policy at the University of Missouri.  
 
His academic credentials include over 100 publications, externally funded research in excess of 10 million dollar and 
publications that cumulatively attracted thousands of citations. He obtained degrees in medicine, medical informatics 
(PhD), and applied mathematics.  
 
Dean Balas and his wife Louise Thai, award winning microbiology educator, have two grown sons, a physician in 
California and an investment executive in London, UK. Andrew speaks four languages, supports minority serving 
education overseas, and is an active marathon runner. 



 

 

  

 

 

Michael S. Bisesi, PhD, REHS, CIH, MS 
Sr. Associate Dean of Academic Affairs; Interim Chair, Environmental Health Sciences 

Ohio State University College of Public Health 

Michael S. Bisesi is a broadly skilled environmental and occupational health scientist with significant experience in basic 

and applied science and technology, project management, field/lab research, teaching, administration and authorship. 

Dr. Bisesi is a tenured professor who is concurrently the Senior Associate Dean of the College of Graduate Studies at the 

University of Toledo Health Science Campus, and Professor of Public Health and Chairman of the Department of Public 

Health & Homeland Security. He has scientific and technical expertise in the assessment of human exposure to, and 

control of chemical and biological agents; environmentally-related human disease and prevention; environmental 

chemistry/microbiology/toxicology; hazardous materials (chemical/biological/radiological agents); and emergency 

preparedness and response to emergencies and incidents related to these agents and toxins. Dr. Bisesi has extensive 

experience as an academic educator and researcher and an applied practitioner. He holds a Ph.D. in Environmental 

Science from SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry/Syracuse University, an MS in Environmental 

Science from Rutgers University, and a BS in Environmental Health and Occupational Health Sciences from Rutgers 

University. In addition, he earned a graduate certificate in Clinical Pathology from the University of Massachusetts-

Lowell. Dr. Bisesi has authored/co-authored several books and professional papers. 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Daniel T. Boatright, PhD, FRSPH 
Senior Associate Dean 

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center College of Public Health 

Daniel T. Boatright, PhD, FRSPH is senior associate dean and Presidential Professor of occupational and environmental 

health, College of Public Health, at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. Dr. Boatright is a fellow of the 

Royal Society for Public Health in the United Kingdom, and a member of Delta Omega Public Health Honor Society. Dr. 

Boatright also directs the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention funded Southwest Center for Preparedness and 

Emergency Response Learning Center, and the Health Resources Services Administration funded Public Health Training 

Center. He directs the graduate program in Public Health Preparedness and Terrorism Response in the College of Public 

Health as well as teaching advanced courses in preparedness and response. Dr. Boatright is a member of the Medical 

Reserve Corps and has lead teams and participated in many natural disasters as well as the Oklahoma City bombing of 

1995. Dr. Boatright has held visiting scientist credentials at Los Alamos National Laboratory and has over 40 years of 

experience in working with federal, state, and local agencies. He holds a BS, MS, and PhD, all in environmental health.



 

 

  

 

 

Rowland W. Chang, MD, MPH 
Director of Institute for Public Health and Medicine 

Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine Programs in Public Health

Dr. Rowland W. Chang is the senior associate dean for public health at Northwestern University Feinberg School of 
Medicine. He is also the director of the Institute for Public Health and Medicine (PHAM). Dr. Chang received his MPH 
from Harvard University (1982) and his MD from Tufts University School of Medicine (1976). He completed his fellowship 
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital (1982) and his residency at Mount Asburn Hospital (1979). He is board certified in 
internal medicine and rheumatology. 
 
Dr. Chang is noted for his clinical epidemiologic/health services research focused on the outcomes of rehabilitation and 
orthopaedic surgical treatments for persons with arthritis and the determinants of functional limitation in clinical and 
community populations with arthritis. Much of his community population work has been done in collaboration with Dr. 
Dorothy Dunlop. He also has experience performing decision analysis and cost-effective analysis. With several research 
and clinical colleagues, Dr. Chang developed and tested a physical activity promotion program for patients with arthritis, 
supported by a five-year investigator-initiated R01 grant funded by the National Institutes of Health. The project was 
titled, Improving Motivation for Physical Activity in Arthritis Clinical Trial (IMPAACT). With the support of an R21 grant, Dr. 
Chang's team is now developing a worksite intervention that promotes healthy physical activity/dietary behaviors for 
overweight/obese persons with chronic knee symptoms called JointADventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

Ayman El-Mohandes, MBBCh, MD, MPH 
Dean 

CUNY School of Public Health

 

Dr. El-Mohandes is a board certified pediatrician/neonatologist and epidemiologist with a deep commitment to public 
service. Prior to joining the CUNY School of Public Health in 2013, he was one of the founding faculty of the School of 
Public Health at George Washington University where he served as associate dean for research, and chair of prevention 
and community health 1997-2009, followed by four years at university of Nebraska Medical Center where he served as 
dean of the College of Public Health at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  
 
Dr. El-Mohandes' research in perinatal health focuses on infant mortality reduction in underserved populations in the U.S. 
and globally. Between 1994 and 2009, the National Institutes of Health supported his work developing community-based 
interventions with African American pregnant women and new mothers in Washington, DC. Dr. El-Mohandes also played 
an important role in designing and implementing initiatives to reduce maternal and infant mortality in Egypt, Indonesia, 
and Kyrgyzstan supported by USAID and the Asia Development Bank funding. He has more than 100 publications in the 
peer-reviewed literature, on such subjects as infant mortality in African-Americans and American Indians and Alaska 
Natives, preterm births, and the environmental effects of tobacco smoke on pregnancy outcomes. 
 
Under Dr. El-Mohandes leadership at UNMC, the College of Public Health received its first accreditation, the faculty 
doubled, the student body grew tenfold, and the research portfolio increased from $5 million to more than $15 million a 
year. Several new concentrations in the master of public health program were developed, including Community-Oriented 
Primary Care; Health Policy; Maternal and Child Health; Public Health Practice; and Social Marketing and Health 
Communication as were new doctoral programs in Biostatistics and Epidemiology, and several dual-degree programs.  
 
"This is one of the most exciting times to seek a career in Public Health," said Dr. El-Mohandes. "I look forward to 
working with the faculty at Hunter, Lehman and Brooklyn Colleges, and the Graduate Center to make CUNY the place 
where students from around the city, nation and world come to study public health and urban health and to learn how to 
create healthier cities and urban populations."  
 
Dr. El-Mohandes was elected to the Executive Board of the American Public Health Association in 2012, serves as chair 
of the Association’s Development Committee, and is a member of its Social Responsibility Committee. 



 

 

  

 

 

Pam Factor-Litvak, PhD 
Associate Dean for Research Resources 

Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health 

Dr. Pam Factor-Litvak's current research interests concern the biological relationships between environmental exposures 
and development. She is particularly interested in in utero and early childhood exposures to heavy metals (e.g. lead, 
mercury), endocrine disrupting compounds (e.g. PCBs, organohalogen pesticides), and developmental and reproductive 
outcomes in late childhood, adolescence and adulthood.  
 
Most of Dr. Factor-Litvak's research utilizes birth cohorts, or groups of individuals born at particular times and in 
particular places. An example of this work concerns the Yugoslavia Study of Environmental Lead, Pregnancy Outcomes 
and Child Development, a prospective cohort study of mother-child pairs, tracking the adverse association between lead 
exposure and IQ. A second cohort study of the National Collaborative Perinatal Project is tracing those adults in the 
cohort to ascertain specific health outcomes, in particular, if prenatal exposure to endocrine disrupting compounds is 
associated with persistent neurobehavioral problems and reproductive disorders in males.  
 
Dr. Factor-Litvak is also following a newly formed birth cohort in Norway, and exploring early screening and diagnostic 
instruments for autism and related disorders. She has recently completed two studies initiated due to public concerns, 
one, a study of the possible associations between mercury derived from dental restorations (silver-mercury fillings) and 
neuropsychological, neurological and psychiatric symptoms in adults, and second, an ecologic study of the relationships 
between residential proximity to hazardous waste sites and school district based special education classifications of 
autism. Dr. Factor-Litvak has served on numerous NIH review committees and on a World Health Organization expert 
panel on endocrine disrupting chemicals 
  



 

 

  

 

 

Gregory A. Hand, PhD, MPH 
Founding Dean 

West Virginia University School of Public Health

Gregory A. Hand, PhD, MPH is Professor of Epidemiology and Founding Dean of the Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences 
Center School of Public Health at West Virginia University, USA.  He previously served as Professor of Exercise Science 
and Associate Dean for Research and Practice of the Arnold School of Public Health at the University of South Carolina, 
USA. He received his PhD degree from the University of Texas, Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, his MPH degree 
from the University of South Carolina and a MS degree from the University of Arizona.  He received postdoctoral training 
at the Moss Heart Center, UT Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas.  
 
Dr. Hand began his research career examining the neurobiological basis for cardiovascular adjustments to muscular 
activity.  His interest in physical activity and the physiological stress associated with movement led him to begin research 
on the effects of physical activity on physiological, metabolic and anthropomorphic issues related to infection and 
antiretroviral therapy in people living with HIV/AIDS.  Currently, Dr. Hand’s research is focused on energy balance, 
weight management and the health outcomes associated with the amount of energy that an individual expends and 
consumes. He has published over 100 journal articles and book chapters on the role of physical activity and exercise on 
determinants of health and health outcomes 
 
His work has been funded by multiple federal agencies, private foundations and corporate entities. He has been honored 
by election to American Physiological Society, The Obesity Society, Delta Omega Public Health Honor Society and The 
American Association for Advancement of Science.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Sports Medicine. 



 

 

  

 

 

Cynthia M. Harris, PhD, DABT 
Director, Institute of Public Health 

Florida A&M University Public Health Program

Dr. Cynthia M. Harris is Director and Professor of the Institute of Public Health at Florida A&M University. The Institute of 
Public Health was created by the 1995 Florida State Legislature (sponsored by Former Senators Hargrett and Holzendorf 
and Former Senator Lawson) to train students in public health areas with special emphasis on those disease states and 
environmental problems that disproportionately impact communities of color and the socioeconomically disadvantaged. 
The Institute of Public Health offers both the Master of Public Health (MPH) and the Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) 
degree. Under her leadership, the FAMU MPH Program became the first accredited public health program in North 
Florida and the DrPH degree program is the first such program offered in the State of Florida. 

 Dr. Harris is a native of Kansas City, Kansas and attended the University of Kansas, where she received a B.A. (Honors' 
degree) in biology (1978) and a M.A. in genetics (1981). She received her Ph.D. in the biomedical sciences from Meharry 
Medical College in 1985, with concentrations in the areas of nutritional biochemistry and toxicology. Dr. Harris was 
awarded a postdoctoral fellowship in the Interdisciplinary Programs in Health of the Harvard School of Public Health, 
where she conducted research regarding the effects of heavy metals on pulmonary function and environmental risk 
assessment. She is a Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology (DABT). 

From 1990-1996, Dr. Harris served as a staff toxicologist and branch chief with the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry, a sister agency of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Harris was 
the first African American branch chief of the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. In 1995, Dr. Harris was 
the Program Director for the first National Minority Health Conference with a focus on environmental contamination.  
While at the ATSDR, she was the recipient of the CDC/ATSDR Award for Contributions to the Advancement of Women 
and the ATSDR Employee of the Year Award. 

In January of 1996, Dr. Harris accepted the position of Director of the Institute of Public Health at Florida A&M University. 
Since her tenure, she has been actively engaged in the general planning and development of the MPH and DrPH 
program. The FAMU Public Health Program received full, maximum accreditation for its' initial review (2000-2005) and 
for its re-accreditation (2005-2012). In addition, Dr. Harris has been successful in securing extramural funding for projects 
related to HIV/AIDS community outreach, determining the prevalence of learning disabilities and incarcerated youth in 
the state of Florida, disaster preparedness, birth defects surveillance, childhood obesity and community/university 
partnerships related to environmental health, environmental medicine and toxicology.  Under her leadership, the Institute 
of Public Health has garnered over $15 million in extramural funding.  In addition, she is Co-Director of the Rural South 
Public Health Training Center (RSPHTC) in conjunction with the University of Florida College of Public Health and Health 
Professions, funded by the Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA) ($2.6 million). 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Alice J. Hausman, PhD, MPH 
Chair and Professor, Dept. of Public Health 

Temple University Department of Public Health

Dr. Alice Hausman has applied her training in social science and public health to the development and evaluation of 
community-based primary prevention projects. She has been principal investigator on a series of federally and privately 
funded projects and has sustained a solid record of publishing and presenting her work in national scholarly journals and 
professional meetings. Her current research involves community-based participatory research, social capital, and 
community health partnerships as mechanisms for improved community health. Her currently funded projects include: 
Using Academic-Community Partnerships to Address Obesity Prevention and Health Literacy; and Evaluation of 
Improving Intervention Services for Young Victims of Violence. She served as department chair from 2003-2009, and 
then was re-appointed in 2013. In addition, since 2004 she has directed Temple University’s Center for Preparedness 
Research, Education and Practice (CPREP), a multi-disciplinary center that brings faculty from across the university to 
address emergency preparedness, with particular focus on risk communication, public education, and vulnerable 
populations. CPREP maintains funded projects with state and city agencies assisting with local, regional, and state-wide 
plans for disaster and response preparedness.  
 
Dr. Hausman has worked with a wide range of public health agencies, including the Philadelphia Department of Public 
Health, Philadelphia Department of Behavioral Health and Intellectual Disability Services, the Pennsylvania Department 
of Health and the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare to improve the infrastructure for service delivery and 
emergency preparedness. She served as an elected member to the Executive Committee of the Philadelphia College of 
Physicians' Section on Public Health and Preventive Medicine and to the Pennsylvania Public Health Association 
Executive Board. At the national level, Dr. Hausman has served on advisory panels for violence prevention programming 
for the US Office of Housing and Urban Development, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Administration, and the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences. Currently, she 
reviews grants for Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. She regularly reviews manuscripts for scholarly journals (e.g. American Journal of Public Health, American 
Journal of Community Psychology, and American Journal of Preventive Medicine) and maintains an active research 
profile. 



 

 

  

 

 

Cheryl G. Healton, DrPH 
Dean 

New York University Global Institute of Public Health

 
Dr. Cheryl Healton is the dean of global public health at New York University (NYU) and director of the NYU Global 
Institute of Public Health (GIPH). In this capacity she is responsible for building the GIPH’s academic, service, and 
research programs in collaboration with partners at NYU and throughout the public health community. The GIPH focuses 
on domestic and international health issues with an emphasis on prevention, systems intervention, and innovation in 
public health practice. 
 
Prior to this appointment, Dr. Healton joined the staff of Legacy, the foundation created by the Master Settlement 
Agreement between the States Attorneys General and the tobacco industry as the first President and chief executive 
officer. In this role she worked to further the foundation’s ambitious mission: to build a world where young people reject 
tobacco and anyone can quit. During her tenure with the foundation, she has guided the highly acclaimed, national youth 
tobacco prevention counter-marketing campaign, truth®, which has been credited in part with reducing youth smoking 
prevalence to near record lows. In 2007 with Dr. Healton’s guidance and support, Legacy spearheaded a national 
coalition of public and private organizations – the National Alliance for Tobacco Cessation – to launch the first-ever 
national smoking cessation campaign since the Fairness Doctrine, a brief period during which public health groups 
received free time on the airwaves to counter televised ads to sell tobacco. Legacy has also established a research 
institute, The Steven A. Schroeder Institute which has grown markedly since its inception. 
 
Dr. Healton holds a doctorate from Columbia University's School of Public Health (with distinction) and a master's degree 
in Public Administration from NYU Wagner in Health Policy and Planning. 
 
From 1975 until present, Dr. Healton held a variety of posts at Columbia University including associate for clinical 
administration and assistant vice-president for the health sciences where among other roles she oversaw hospital 
affiliation affairs. In 1987 she joined Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health in New York, where she 
served as chair of the department of socio-medical sciences, associate dean for program development, and director of 
the center for applied public health. During her tenure at Columbia, Dr. Healton worked to expand the scope of public 
health programs and undertook innovative educational initiatives to advance public health practice in NYC and 
throughout the nation. She was the founding chair of the Public Health Practice Council of the Association of Schools and 
Programs of Public Health and served on numerous committees of the AAMC and ASPPH. 



 

 

  

 

 

Jody Heymann, MD, MPP, PhD 
Dean 

UCLA Jonathan and Karin Fielding School of Public Health 

Dr. Heymann is founding director of the WORLD Policy Analysis Center, the first global initiative to examine health and 
social policy in all 193 UN nations. The center has transformed the quantity and quality of comparative data available to 
policymakers, researchers and the public through its ongoing analyses of policies affecting the ability of individuals, 
families and communities to meet their needs across the economic and social spectrum worldwide. In addition to Dr. 
Heymann’s award-winning global social policy research, she has led seminal studies on the risk of HIV transmission via 
breast milk to infants in Africa, the impact of HIV/AIDS on tuberculosis rates in Africa, and how labor conditions impact 
the health and welfare of families globally.  
 
In her first year as dean, Dr. Heymann has launched the Future Public Health Leaders Fellowship, a scholarship program 
providing full fellowships to top students; the Community Partnerships Grant, a pilot fund that fosters impactful 
community programs; and the Global Media Center for Social Impact, which increases awareness of important health 
issues by harnessing the storytelling power of television, film, music and new media.  
 
Dr. Heymann previously held a Canada Research Chair in Global Health and Social Policy at McGill University where 
she was the founding director of the Institute for Health and Social Policy. While on the faculty at Harvard Medical School 
and the Harvard School of Public Health, she founded the Project on Global Working Families. 
 
Dr. Heymann has authored and edited more than 200 publications, including 16 books. Selected titles include Changing 
Children’s Chances, Making Equal Rights Real, Lessons in Educational Equality, Protecting Childhood in the AIDS 
Pandemic, Profit at the Bottom of the Ladder, Raising the Global Floor, Trade and Health, Forgotten Families, and 
Healthier Societies. 
 
Dr. Heymann has received numerous honors, including election to the national Institute of Medicine in 2013 and the 
Canadian Academy of Health Sciences in 2012. She has worked with government leaders in North America, Europe, 
Africa and Latin America as well as a wide range of intergovernmental organizations including the World Health 
Organization, the International Labor Organization, the World Economic Forum, UNICEF and UNESCO. She has helped 
develop health and social policy with national policymakers as well as with UN agencies based on the implications of her 
team’s research results. Dr. Heymann’s findings have been featured on CNN Headline News; MSNBC; Good Morning 
America; Fox News; National Public Radio’s All Things Considered; Fresh Air and Marketplace; in The New York Times; 
Washington Post; Los Angeles Times; Business Week, Inc.; Portfolio; Forbes India and USA Today among other 
internationally and nationally syndicated programs and press. 



 

 

  

 

 

Laura Magaña Valladares, MS, PhD 
Dean of Academic Affairs 

Instituto Nacional de Salud Publica

Laura Magaña-Valladares, MS, PhD, brings over 30 years’ experience and expertise in higher education in public and 
private universities in Mexico, educational organizations in USA, United Nations and non-governmental organization 
programs in Central America and Europe. She has been a teacher, trainer and lecturer in diverse forums in national and 
foreign universities.  Her line of research is learning environments and the use of technology in education. As the 
Academic Dean of the National Institute of Public Health (INSP) of Mexico for the past nine years, she has led a major 
innovation in education and technology at the institute, and have developed first-hand knowledge of the human resource 
and policy needs of Mexico’s national health systems. Dr. Magaña works closely with the institute director, center 
directors and research and instructional faculty to ensure that the academic program at INSP is meeting the 
programmatic needs of the state and regional health authorities, and that the institute’s masters and doctoral students 
have the opportunity to gain practical expertise working on field projects and studies. In her role of Program Director, she 
collaborates on the curriculum, is involved in teaching and mentoring of trainees, and ensuring that quality and relevant 
mentors for the in-country research project are selected. 
  



 

 

  

 

 

Robert Pack, PhD, MPH 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

East Tennessee State University College of Public Health

Robert P. Pack is Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in the College of Public Health at East Tennessee State 
University.  

Dr. Pack previously worked at West Virginia University School of Medicine where he was an associate professor in the 
department of community medicine and director of the Ph.D. programs in public health sciences.  He holds B.S., M.P.H., 
and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Alabama at Birmingham, where his dissertation study focused on explaining 
sexual risk behavior among youth in the criminal justice system.  Pack later completed a post-doctoral fellowship at 
Emory University School of Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

His research has been published in a variety of publications such as the Journal of HIV/AIDS Prevention in Children and 
Youth, Vaccine, Journal of Adolescent Health, American Journal of Health Behavior, Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 
Pediatrics, Journal of Urban Health, Youth and Society, and the Journal of Health, Population, and Nutrition.  In addition, 
he is a reviewer for six journals and has made presentations at numerous national meetings. 

Recently, his research has focused on prescription drug abuse in Appalachia. While at West Virginia University, he 
received a $1 million grant to launch a statewide prescription drug abuse hotline, and he also developed a community-
based intervention program for prescription drug abuse in rural West Virginia. 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Jennifer A. Pinto-Martin, MPH, PhD 
Director 

University of Pennsylvania MPH Program

Dr. Jennifer Pinto-Martin, is the chair of the department of biobehavioral health sciences at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Nursing and is the Viola MacInnes/Independence Professor of Nursing at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Pinto-Martin also serves as executive director for the Center for Public Health Initiatives (CPHI) and as 
director of the Masters of Public Health Program.  She is a senior scholar in the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics and in the Leonard Davis Institute for Health Economics. Dr. Pinto-Martin began her career as an 
epidemiologist as the project director for the Neonatal Brain Hemorrhage (NBH) Study, a longitudinal study of neonatal 
brain injury in low birthweight infants. Dr. Pinto-Martin has shifted her primary research focus to the epidemiology of 
autism spectrum disorder. She is currently the director and principal investigator of the Pennsylvania Center for Autism 
and Developmental Disabilities Research and Epidemiology (PA-CADDRE), one of six such centers funded by the CDC 
to study the etiology of ASD. One of the goals of CADDRE is to conduct epidemiologic research related to autism 
spectrum disorders (ASDs) and other developmental disabilities. 



 

 

  

 

 

Martin Philbert, PhD 
Dean 

University of Michigan School of Public Health

Dr. Philbert is professor of toxicology and dean of the University of Michigan School of Public Health. He earned his 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1984 from the College of Arts and Technology at Cambridge, and his doctorate in 1987 
from the London University Royal Postgraduate Medical School. He was awarded a postdoctoral fellowship in the 
Neurotoxicology Laboratories at Rutgers University from 1988-90. Dr. Philbert served as a research assistant professor 
at Rutgers’ Neurotoxicology Laboratories until 1995 when he joined the faculty at the University of Michigan School of 
Public Health as an assistant professor of toxicology. He was promoted to associate professor in 2000 and to professor 
in 2004. He served as associate chair for research and development in the department of environmental health sciences 
from 2000-03.   
 
In 2004, Dr. Philbert was appointed senior associate dean for research of the School of Public Health, a position he held 
through 2010 when he was appointed as Dean. He also served as interim director of the Center for Risk Science and 
Communication from 2004-10. He has maintained a continuously federally funded portfolio of basic research activities 
throughout his career. His research focuses on the development of flexible polymer nanoplatforms for optical sensing of 
ions and small molecules and the early detection and treatment of brain tumors. Other research interests include the 
mitochondrial mechanisms of chemically-induced neuropathic states. Dr. Philbert currently chairs the USFDA Science 
Board, chaired the FDA Science Board Committee on Bisphenol A, and served as the vice-chair of the National 
Academies National Research Council (NCR) Committee for the Review of the Federal Strategy to Address 
Environmental, Health, and Safety Research Needs for Engineered Nanoscale Materials.  
 
Dr. Philbert served on the National Advisory Environmental Health Council of the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences and provides consultation to federal agencies on a variety of issues surrounding emerging 
nanotechnologies. He is a standing member of the USFDA Science Advisory Board and the USEPA Board of Scientific 
Counselors. In 2012, Dr. Philbert was elected to membership in the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of 
Sciences and in 2013 he became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry. 



 

 

  

 

 

Gary E. Raskob, PhD 
Dean and Regents Professor 

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center College of Public Health 

 

Dr. Gary Raskob is dean of the College of Public Health, and professor of epidemiology and medicine, at the University 
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