
A
rt

is
ts

 S
p

ac
e

E
xp

an
d

ed
A

rt
 Id

e
as





During the last 14 years I have worked 
with Artists Space and MS 324 in 
Washington Heights. This school is 
primarily Dominican and the focus of 
teaching and making art with middle 
school students has been on creating 
individual art projects that examine 
identity and history that is pertinent to  
a Latino immigrant community in New 
York City. The goal is to complement their 
public school education, and to introduce 
teenage students to history while deeply 
enjoying the experience of making art in 
creative ways that otherwise would not 
happen in a regular school setting.

My class is taught in English and Spanish 
and I translate back and forth. Most of my 
projects deal with migration, settling into  
a new language, and exploring trans-
culturation from a child’s point of view. 
There is spillover born from my own 
practice into the classroom, which adds 
depth to the teaching and creative 
process.

This particular residency focused on  
the art works of Black Panther artist 
Emory Douglas and on different readings 
on class and race poetry done during the 
semester. Eighth grade students created 

original political self-portraits and 
collaborative group pieces based on 
activist messages of their own time, 
inspired and using content and visual 
forms from Emory Douglas.

The opportunity to discuss their needs as 
citizens, and to translate those into visual 
form while studying a pivotal civil rights 
movement artist was truly inspiring. 

We were able to develop an environment 
where the students created images deeply 
related to themselves and to the world  
at large.

Nancy Friedemann-Sanchez
Artists Space Teaching Artist
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Threads of History, Grade 8 
Ms Thelma Dolmo’s class 2015 – 2016



For the past 11 years my bilingual students 
and I have worked with Artists Space and 
Ms Nancy Friedemann to integrate 
students’ desire to express themselves 
artistically and their need to find out who 
they are in English, their new language.

Through the process of creating artwork 
that addresses social justice both past and 
present in the United States, my class 
began to find their voices and to speak 
both artistically and linguistically about 
their personal experiences as immigrants.

Many thanks to Nancy Friedemann.

Thelma Dolmo
Bilingual Literacy Teacher Grade 8

Thelma Dolmo’s bilingual class has been 
working with Ms Nancy Friedemann from 
Artists Space for the past 11 years. Each 
year Artists Space brings a new way of 
exploring content and materials to the 
class that develops the students’ artistic 
skills and accelerates their English 
language learning.

This year’s subject of social justice  
aligned with MS 324’s use of restorative 
justice practices and circles in to promote 
a school culture of respect for all.  
The discussions and engagement of  
the students that came out of these 
explorations deepened our school 
community and is wonderfully reflected  
in the artworks. Each student was able  
to discover both individual and 
collaborative relationships to justice  
and free expression.

Congratulations to all the students.

Janet Heller
Principal MS 324 Patria Mirabal



This year marks the 15th year that 
Artists Space’s education program, 
Expanded Art Ideas, has flourished at  
MS 324 Patria Mirabal. 

Expanded Art Ideas encourages 
mainstream and special education 
students in New York City’s public schools 
to develop a personal artistic voice and to 
utilize their individual creative capacities 
by providing them with the resources and 
skills to express themselves. This program 
expands Artists Space’s commitment to 
contemporary artists by providing an 
opportunity for artists to work and 
collaborate with different communities  
in a school setting.

This year in Threads of History, led by 
teaching artist Nancy Friedemann the 
students embarked on a project based on 
the life and art of Emory Douglas. The 
work made by the students exemplifies 
young people’s capacity for self-expression 
in New York City’s public school system. 
Each poster illustrates the individual 
interest of the students from MS 324  
in outstanding color and voice. 
Emory Douglas, through his work as an 
illustrator for The Black Panther newspaper 
during the late 1960s and early 1970s, 

provided the students with examples for 
how portraiture and social justice come 
together in bold, impassioned imagery. 

Historically, Artists Space’s most 
successful work has occurred at the 
intersection of art, culture, and social 
justice. When I initiated Expanded Art 
Ideas many years ago the intention was to 
bring contemporary artists and innovative 
art programs to middle school students in 
New York City. I am grateful to teaching 
artist Nancy Friedemann for surpassing 
my expectations for this program. Her 
commitment to the students at MS 324 
enabled their creative voices to be 
materialized with power and with style. 

Over the last 15 years it has been an honor 
working with Principal Janet Heller and 
with teachers such as Ms. Thelma Dolma, 
who have supported our program with 
incredible enthusiasm. I am thrilled for 
Kate Temple, the new Director for the  
Art Education program at Artists Space, to 
succeed me in sustaining the collaboration 
with MS 324 for years to come.

Chrysanne Stathacos 
Director of Arts Education,  
Artists Space 1999 – 2016

Expanded Art Ideas and MS 324, Patria Mirabal
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With thanks to all the students at  
MS 324, whose work is included  
in this publication.

Expanded Art Ideas is supported by 
the Milton and Sally Avery Arts 
Foundation; The Bay and Paul 
Foundations; Con Edison; The Horace W. 
Goldsmith Foundation; The Keith Haring 
Foundation; NYU Community Fund;  
The New York City Department of  
Cultural Affairs, in partnership with  
the City Council; The New York City 
Department of Education; The New York 
State Council on the Arts, a State Agency; 
Catherine Woodard; and the Friends of 
Artists Space.



55 Walker Street
New York 
NY 10013
T 212 226 3970 
www.artistsspace.orgA
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