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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This issue of Perspectives focused on historical and current topics in aural rehabilitation.  
Included was a retrospective discussion of changes in the field over 40 years in the 
areas of hearing aid selection, hearing aid fitting, hearing aid options and distribution, 
and adult group aural rehabilitation.  Authors made suggestions for future directions in 
each of these areas.  Second, authors discussed music perception by adult cochlear 
implant clients including materials and guidelines for assessment and training.  They 
presented a vocabulary of musical terms and a review of research concerning auditory 
training that could lead to improvements in music perception and appreciation.  Finally, 
authors examined hearing aid counseling by audiologists.  Included is a review of the 
counseling responses implemented during routine hearing aid fittings as well as 
evidence for recommended best practices in audiologic counseling using a patient-
centered model. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

 identify the changes that have occurred over the last 40 years in the field of 
hearing aids and aural rehabilitation and recognize desirable future directions  

 identify available assessment and training procedures as well as current 
technologies for enhancing music appreciation for adults with cochlear implants 

 describe the different counseling responses used by audiologists 

 describe the impact of health literacy on counseling for hearing aid fittings 
 

PROGRAM HISTORY 

 
Original start date: October 31, 2013 

Available through: August 7, 2016 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 

October 31, 2013. 

 

To see if this program has been 

renewed after this date, please 

search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 

 

This course is offered for .15 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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Nonfinancial: 

David B. Hawkins has written a number of papers on this subject matter. Some of which are referenced in 

this paper. 

 

Incorporating Music Perception and Enjoyment Into Aural Rehabilitation 
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Financial: 

Angela C. Hancock is a graduate student at the University of South Carolina, Allen A. Montgomery is a 

research professor and PhD Program Coordinator at the University of South Carolina, Kimberlee A. Crass is 

an Assistant Professor of Speech-Language Pathology at the University of South Carolina. 

 

Nonfinancial: 

Angela C. Hancock and Kimberlee A. Crass have no nonfinancial interests to disclose, Allen A. Montgomery 

has previously published on the topic of aural rehabilitation. 

 

An Examination of Hearing Aid Counseling Implemented by Audiologists 

by Kathleen M. Cienkowski and Gabrielle H. Saunders 

 

Financial: 

Kathleen M. Cienkowski is an Associate Professor and the Associate Section Head of Audiology at the 

University of Connecticut. Gabrielle H. Saunders is the Associate Director at the National Center for 

Rehabilitative Auditory Research at the Portland VA Medical Center. 

 

Nonfinancial: 

Kathleen M. Cienkowski and Gabrielle H. Saunders have previously published in this topic area. 
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