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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making
clinical decisions.

Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and
other educational programs.

Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006
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INTRODUCTION

Children learn language in the context of spontaneous, social interactions, making
language acquisition embedded in the affective, cognitive, and social domains. However,
language comprehension is often overlooked. To develop effective assessment and
intervention strategies, it is critical for SLPs to understand developmental communication
milestones and rely on a child’s non-verbal behaviors, even though the behaviors may
not be a reliable predictor in the context of the child’s full developmental profile.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
After completing this program, you will be able to:

 define the impact of the developmental process on comprehension and
verbal expression

 develop comprehension and expressive language intervention strategies
 synthesize intervention strategies with other important principles

PROGRAM HISTORY

Start date: November 1, 2013

Peer Reviewed: October 2, 2013

Available through: October 2, 2016

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

To earn continuing education credit,

you must complete the test with

a passing score on or before

October 2, 2016.

To see if this program has been

renewed after this date, please

search by title in ASHA’s online

store at www.asha.org/shop.

This course is offered for .35 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area).
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SPEAKERS

Sherri Cawn, MA, CCC-SLP is the clinical director of Cawn-Krantz & Associates,

Developmental Therapies, located in suburban Chicago. She has 40 years of clinical

pediatric experience, specializing in assessing and treating communication in infants,

toddlers, and school-age children. She is a leading practitioner in speech and language

development and trains other professionals throughout the U.S. and overseas. Cawn is

co-author of “Language Disorders” in the Diagnostic Manual for Infancy and Early

Childhood. She is a faculty member of the DIR Summer Institute and serves on the

advisory boards of the Interdisciplinary Council on Developmental and Learning

Disorders and the Erikson Institute of Infant Mental Health. She received her graduate

and undergraduate degrees from the University of Illinois.

Beth Osten, MS, OTR/L, has more than three decades of pediatric experience. She
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Washington, Seattle, and her
master's degree from the University of Illinois at Chicago. Beth's graduate studies
focused on sensory integration theory and practice, as well as on infant motor
development. She brought this expertise to her practice in clinical, research and
academic settings, including Beth Osten & Associates, Michael Reese Hospital, the
Illinois Institute for Developmental Disabilities, and the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Beth specializes in sensory processing and motor disorders in infants and young

children, including children on the autism spectrum. She helped to develop the Test of

Infant Motor Development (TIMP), a diagnostic motor evaluation for premature and

young infants. Currently, Beth is a faculty member with the Interdisciplinary Council on

Developmental and Learning Disorders' DIR® Certificate Program. Beth lectures on

other treatment models and pediatric conditions. She has presented both nationally and

internationally on topics including infant motor development, care to the high-risk infant,

sensory integration, treatment of autism spectrum disorder, handwriting, and the DIR®

Model.
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