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Evidence-Based Practice 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that audiologists and speech-language 

pathologists incorporate the principles of evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality clinical 

care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in which current, high-quality research evidence is 

integrated with practitioner expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making clinical decisions. 

 

Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in 

this and other educational programs. 
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Introduction 

Both maltreatment and prenatal alcohol exposure, whether they occur alone or together, result 

in lifelong impairments that significantly affect multiple developmental processes, including 

language, social communication, social cognition, and executive functioning. This clinical forum 

puts the lives of children who have been affected by maltreatment and prenatal alcohol 

exposure into context and addresses the increasing need for SLPs and audiologists to 

understand the significant impact that maltreatment and prenatal alcohol exposure have on 

communication development and child behavior. The authors also aim to facilitate the 

development of more effective assessment and intervention processes for this population. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

You will be able to: 

 discuss the brain structures and functions that are affected by complex trauma and 
prenatal alcohol exposure and the relative effects on the developmental functions of 
attachment, affect regulation, and information processing 

 recognize sensory modulation difficulties in children with the potential to have 
maltreatment and/or prenatal alcohol exposure 

 use a framework appropriate for assessing the social communication of children who 
have been affected by maltreatment and prenatal alcohol exposure 

 discuss connections among emotional competence, alexithymia, and communication 
and language impairments 

 recognize cultural issues involved in appropriately identifying the occurrence of 
maltreatment 

 enumerate various ways the child welfare system affects the lives of the children and 
families who have been affected by maltreatment and fetal alcohol spectrum disorder 
(FASD) 

 

 

 

To earn continuing education credit, you must complete the  

test with a passing score on or before  

May 3, 2015. 

To see if this program has been renewed after this date,  

please search by title in ASHA’s online store at www.asha.org/shop. 
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