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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
This issue of Perspectives highlights the final articles from the presenters of the online 
conference that was held in June, 2012 on Partner Instruction in AAC. Laura Ball and 
Joanne Lasker discuss issues of teaching partners to support communication as it 
relates to clients with acquired impairments. David Beukelman and Tiffany Thiessen, 
followed by Nina Simmons-Mackie, will explore related topics in their two articles 
focused on adult partner issues for clients with aphasia and neurogenic disorders. David 
McNaughton and David Chapple then will present an overview of communication skills, 
partner supports, and preparation activities relevant to employment contexts. Ann Kaiser 
and Courtney Wright present enhanced milieu teaching in the natural teaching 
environment. In the final article, Kent-Walsh and Binger will detail the evidence-based 
ImPAACT program—a communication partner instruction protocol. This article provides 
a step-by-step approach to working with communication partners that could be used with 
the communication partners of any client with complex communication needs. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

 discuss strategies for identifying key communication partners, and how to 
best provide training in AAC implementation 

 describe a systems approach to training potential communication partners of 
people with aphasia in organizations such as health care or business 

 list important aspects of communication in the workplace for persons who use 
AAC 

 describe the key strategies of Enhanced Milieu Teaching  

 describe common considerations for clinicians when planning and executing 

communication partner interventions 
 

PROGRAM HISTORY 

 
Start date: April 20, 2013 

Available through: March 17, 2016 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 

March 17, 2016. 

 

To see if this program has been 

renewed after this date, please 

search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 

 

This course is offered for .3 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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