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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 
It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 

 



Neurophysiology and Neurogenic Speech and Language Disorders 

ASHA Self-Study 2026 SIG 2   

INTRODUCTION 
 
Although many speech-language pathologists who work with individuals with 
neurological impairments address reading problems, until recently the focus has been on 
facilitating basic skills or teaching compensatory strategies required for basic reading 
activities, such as reading a menu or finding the main idea and supporting details of a 
four- to five-paragraph article. As high-level reading problems become a greater priority, 
many speech-language pathologists report concerns that they do not have the skills or 
knowledge base to address these problems. This issue of Perspectives is dedicated to 
high-level reading issues related to neurological impairments. The articles address a 
variety of topics, including how the World Health Organization’s International 
Classification of Functioning (WHO-ICF) can be used to establish an organized 
approach for questioning factors that may impact high-level reading, how e-reading 
technology may be used to support reading in individuals with neurological impairment, 
and intriguing work using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to evaluate the 
interaction between readers and structural elements of text. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

• demonstrate how the WHO-ICF can be used to examine factors that influence 
high-level reading abilities 

• demonstrate how the WHO-ICF can be used to establish an organized approach 
for reading intervention 

• describe how e-reading technology may be used to support individuals with 
reading difficulties due to neurological impairment 

• describe neural architecture that supports discourse organization 
 

PROGRAM HISTORY 
 

Start date: August 1, 2012 
Available through: June 8, 2015 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
To earn continuing education credit, 

you must complete the test with 
a passing score on or before 

June 8, 2015. 
 

To see if this program has been 
renewed after this date, please 
search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 
 

This course is offered for .25 ASHA CEUs 
(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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