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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 
It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This issue presents an update on trends in information processing research. Following a 
discussion of issues in diagnosis of auditory processing disorders, authors discuss 
perceptual frameworks of auditory processing and review recent research examining 
auditory processing in children with autism spectrum disorders. This issue concludes 
with a discussion of recent treatment programs developed to address 
processing/working memory issues. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completing this program, you will be able to: 

• Identify issues related to the diagnosis of auditory processing issues and the 
professional involvement of the speech-language pathologist 

• Explain the perceptual frameworks of auditory processing disorders and their 
contributions to language comprehension 

• Explain information  processing disorders in children  with autism spectrum 
disorders (ASD) 

• Describe recent programs designed to improve processing/working memory, 
including strengths and cautions 

 
PROGRAM HISTORY 

 
Start date: August 7, 2012 

Available through: May 14, 2015 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

To earn continuing education credit, 
you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 
May 14, 2015. 

 
To see if this program has been 
renewed after this date, please 
search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 
 

This course is offered for .25 ASHA CEUs 
(Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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DISCLOSURES 
 

Primary Issues for the Speech-Language Pathologist to Consider  
in Regard to Diagnosis of Auditory Processing Disorder 

by Gail J. Richard 
 

Gail J. Richard serves 2012–2014 ASHA vice president for speech-language pathology practice. Richard 
receives royalties for the role of author of products for LinguiSystems, Inc. 

 
A New Perspective on Developmental Language Problems: Perceptual Organization Deficits 

by Susan Nittrouer 
 

Susan Nittrouer has no financial or nonfinancial relationships related to the content of this article. 
 

Language Processing in Autism Spectrum Disorders: Insights from Neuroscience 
by Diane L. Williams 

 
 Diane L. Williams receives grant funds from the National Institutes of Health as a Co-Principal Investigator. 

 
She has no nonfinancial relationships related to the content of this article. 

 
N-Back and CogMed Working Memory Training: Proceed With Caution 

by Ronald B. Gillam and Sandra Laing Gillam 
 

Neither Ronald B. Gillam nor Sandra Laing Gillam have financial or nonfinancial  
relationships related to the content of this article. 
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