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FACULTY 

Recording 1: Promoting Communication Development in Presymbolic Learners 
with Multiple Disabilities 
 
Susan M. Bruce, PhD, is an associate professor of special education at Boston College. 
She has more than 30 years of experience as a professional and parent supporting 
children and adults with multiple disabilities. She has directed federal and regional 
grants for personnel preparation and research. Bruce's research interests are in the 
areas of communication development and programming, assessment, and action 
research. She is especially interested in the development of symbolic understanding and 
expression in children with severe and multiple disabilities. Bruce is an active consultant 
with school districts in the United States and abroad on topics such as communication 
programming, assessment, and the development of teacher preparation programs in 
severe disabilities.  
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Susan M. Bashinski, EdD, is an associate professor of special education at Missouri 
Western State University; she has 35 years of experience with learners who have 
multiple disabilities. Bashinski has directed numerous federal and state grants in low-
incidence disabilities and deaf-blindness, including personnel preparation, research, 
model in-service training, and assistive technology. Bashinski has extensive experience 
in providing professional development and technical assistance across the United 
States, particularly in the areas of augmentative and nonsymbolic communication for 
learners who have low-incidence disabilities, including deaf-blindness. Her research 
interests and areas of expertise include early communication and language 
development, augmentative communication, and cochlear implants, with numerous 
publications and presentations related to these topics.  
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Recording 2: Conversations Between Researchers and Practitioners: Literacy for 
Learners With Complex Multiple Disabilities 
 
Karen Erickson, PhD, is the director of the Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, a 
professor in the Division of Speech and Hearing Sciences, and the Yoder Distinguished 
Professor in the Department of Allied Health Sciences, School of Medicine, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her research addresses literacy assessment and 
instruction for struggling readers of all ages, including those with significant cognitive 
disabilities. Erickson is co-developer of the Tar Heel Reader online library of accessible 
books for beginning readers, as well as several other assistive and learning 
technologies. She is a former teacher of children with significant disabilities. 
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