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FACULTY 
 
Barbara Culatta, PhD, CCC-SLP, is a professor of communication 
disorders and associate dean of the McKay School of Education at 
Brigham Young University. She received her PhD from the 
University of Pittsburgh and completed a postdoctoral fellowship 
from Johns Hopkins University. Barbara has written books 
(including Systematic and Engaging Early Literacy), chapters, and 
other publications on language and literacy instruction/intervention. 
She has conducted federally funded early literacy and 
intermediate-grade literacy projects and is the creator of the SEEL 
(Systematic Engaging Early Literacy) approach and website. Her 
recent focus has been the integration of personal and fictional 
narratives with informational texts in assessment and intervention. Her research 
evaluates the effectiveness of language and literacy intervention procedures for 
improving children's academic functioning. 
 
Carol Westby, MA, PhD, CCC-SLP, began her professional 
career in New York, where she initiated the development of the 
Play Scale. She has written and implemented grant projects to 
support personnel preparation, clinical service, and research. She 
was the director of Project TALES (Talking about Life Experiences 
and Stories), which used narratives to promote reading and 
writing development in Native American students. She has 
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from Geneva College 
and the University of Iowa's Department of Speech Pathology and 
Audiology, and the ASHA Award for Contributions to Multicultural 
Affairs. She is an ASHA fellow, holds Specialty Recognition in 
Child Language, and has received Honors of the Association. She was a visiting 
professor at Flinders University in Australia and Brigham Young University, and has 
published and presented nationally and internationally. She has a BA in English from 
Geneva College and a MA and PhD in speech pathology from the University of Iowa. 
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FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES 
 

Barbara Culatta is a professor at Brigham Young University and receives book royalties from Plural 
Publishing and Thompson Press. Carol Westby is an author with Pearson. The speakers received financial 

compensation from ASHA for this presentation. 
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Associate Director  
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MANAGER 
 
Jack Coursen  
Associate Director  
Professional Development 
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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 
It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 


