
ASHA Self-Study 8237 

 
Speech Sound Development and 

Phonological Milestones 
 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 
It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of  
evidence-based practice in clinical decision making to provide high quality 
clinical care. The term evidence-based practice refers to an approach in  
which current, high-quality research evidence is integrated with practitioner 
expertise and client preferences and values into the process of making  
clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the  
evidence basis for clinical procedures presented in this and  
other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
As preschool and school-age children increase the diversity of sounds and sound 
sequences they produce, speech-language pathologists play a crucial role in the 
process. Explore specific aspects of phonemic awareness and speech sound 
development in children aged 3–8 that impact the role of the SLP. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
You will be able to: 

• identify and describe between-word simplification patterns in the continuous 
speech of children with speech sound disorders 

• list milestones for phonological development in speakers of African American 
English (AAE) who are learning Mainstream American English (MAE) as a second 
dialect 

• assess the temporal stability of five independent measures of phonological skill: 
phonetic inventory (initial, final), word shape, syllable structure level, and the index 
of phonetic complexity 

• contrast gains made in phonemic awareness with short, intense treatment as 
compared to continuous weekly treatment 

• discuss the possible effects of simultaneous exposure to English and Spanish on 
phonetic inventory in typically developing bilinguals 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

To earn continuing education credit, 
you must complete the test with 

a passing score on or before 
January 23, 2017. 

 
To see if this program has been 
renewed after this date, please 
search by title in ASHA’s online 

store at www.asha.org/shop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This course is offered for 0.6 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area). 
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