
Arlington Science Focus School 
PTA Membership Meeting Minutes ***DRAFT*** 
Tuesday, September 1st, 2020 7:00pm (Video Conference) 

 
Link to Meeting Materials and Zoom Recording: ASFS PTA Meeting 9.1.20 

I. Welcome & Introductions (Dena Porter, ASFS PTA President) 
• Dena welcomed everyone and encouraged families to pick up their bags with 

materials for remote learning from ASFS. 
• Dena expressed gratitude to the various individuals who worked hard over the 

summer to support PTA activities.  

II.PTA Business 
• Dena reminded everyone that electronic voting is open through EOD Wednesday, 

9/2 to vote on the following: 
• August PTA Meeting Minutes 
• Mystery Science Project Request  
• Proposed 2020-21 ASFS PTA Budget 

• UPDATE EOD 9.2.20: The ASFS PTA membership voted electronically to approve 
all three items. The ASFS PTA Tellers Committee confirmed quorum with at least 
10 active PTA members in support of all three items. 

• Proposed 2020-21 ASFS PTA Budget (Kristi Tsiopanas, ASFS PTA Treasurer) 
• The ELA Team Project Request (books and virtual readers/read alouds) and 

floor mats for the new relocatables are on hold. 
• Mystery science is a new capital project to support the science curriculum 

across grades K-5 and offers interactive science lessons. The program will be 
available for classroom teachers as well as Investigation Station and 
asynchronous Monday learning. 

• The VA PTA has confirmed that PTAs can support membership sponsorships 
with a separate line item in the budget. The ASFS PTA proposed budget 
includes $200 set aside to support 50 PTA members, based on dues paid to 
the VA PTA and CCPTA. 

• We will be flexible to adjust our budget throughout the school year with the 
priority to support the needs of our community. 

• Fundraising will look different this year, and any budget shortfall will be 
covered by reserves.  

• The full budget documents can be found in the directory. 

• Fundraising Update (Lindsey Englerth, ASFS PTA VP Fundraising) 
• Dena presented this information on behalf of Lindsey. Given the uncertainty 
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of the year ahead and being sensitive to challenges during this time, we will 
wait to see how the year progresses before determining what our fundraising 
needs for this school year are.  

• Parents can support ASFS through every day shopping, such as 
AmazonSmile. 

III.PTA News & Reminders 
• PTA Interest Form for 2020-21 

• Most parents prefer email and the eFF for communication. 
• Dena shared a summary of ideas and feedback. Highlights include: 

• Connecting our community - school wide, by grade level and by classroom. 
• Parents are interested in Social/Emotional Support and Virtual Learning 

Support. 
• Art in the classroom and other at home projects. 

• PTA Reminders 
• We’d love all community members to join the PTA. Parents can contact Dena 

if interested in a sponsorship. 
• Reminder to parents to opt into the PTA Directory via APS ParentVUE. 

• The AOVP process opened on 8/31, and parents must opt in every year 
for each APS student. 

• The directory will help families connect during virtual learning. 
• Parents are welcome to submit their interests on the PTA Volunteer Form 
• Current families are encouraged to join the new family buddy program to 

serve as veteran buddy families. 
• Open PTA Roles for 2020-21: New Family Buddy Program Coordinator, 

Volunteer Coordinator, and PTA Directory Lead  

• Committee Updates & Announcements 
• Community Service Update (Kristen Jeffreys, ASFS PTA VP Community 

Service) 
• Kristen presented the Hanover Research Day of Service tentatively 

scheduled for 10/1. Volunteers will help with projects at ASFS. Parent 
volunteers are needed to oversee the activities and donate supplies. 

• Kristen shared information about APS meals sites. Ms. Jones shared that 
more sites may be added to the current list, and the federal government 
may allow this program to be open to all families as it was in the spring. 

• Kristen shared information about My Book, a program through the 
Arlington County Library for K-2nd students who qualify. 

• Dena let families know there is a book cabinet at ASFS for free reading 
materials, with a returns bin for donations. 
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• APS & School Board Updates (Leigh Rex, VP External Affairs) 
• Leigh shared information on APS and School Board updates including 

key dates for Elementary School Boundary meetings, the School 
Resource Officer work session, and the Budget Direction.  

• Dena shared that Reid Goldstein, our ASFS Arlington School Board 
liaison, will join us for our 10/6 PTA meeting. 

• A parent asked about how the ASFS PTA will support the PTA at the new 
elementary school. Dena confirmed this will be a priority for planning 
once boundaries are determined, and we have more information on the 
new PTA. 

IV.Principal’s Report (Mary Begley, ASFS Principal) 
• We are excited to be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of ASFS. 
• Ms. Begley highlighted the teachers and staff who joined the PTA meeting. 
• 122 bags with materials for remote learning still need to be picked up by 

Thursday. 
• Ms. Begley encouraged parents to sign up for 1 on 1 orientation sessions for the 

students to meet their new teachers. 
• Our theme is “It’s okay to ask for help,” and we will take this one step at a time. 
• ASFS will have another drive through in September to pick up additional kits by 

grade level that will be free of charge.  
• Ms. Begley mentioned Superintendent Dr. Duran’s focus on equity and 

engagement for the upcoming school year. 
• In addition to virtual learning, Lexia will be a new program for reading. 

Students will also be able to borrow books from the ASFS library, and 
classroom books will also be distributed. In addition, students can pick up 
books from the ASFS book cabinet. 

• Mr. Harvey thanked all the staff for getting the bags for home learning ready 
for students and presented on information for home learning and 
technology. 

• Teachers have login information for students. Student ID is Username and 10 
digit password. This information has not changed from last year. 

• Some apps (such as SeeSaw) require an email address. This is not a real 
address.  

• Mr. Harvey shared ways to access help, including docs, troubleshooting website 
links, and online resources. 

• Families should not set passcodes on the iPads because if it is forgotten, he will 
not be able to reset the passcode and the iPad will need to be sent back and 
replaced. 

• Students should not adjust other settings on the iPads. Mr. Harvey manages all 
the settings for the iPads and can remotely review issues with the iPads. 
• Ms. Currie shared a video on how to log into Canvas. 
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• Ms. Dixon shared a sample 5th grade Canvas page. 
• Students will start the day watching the morning announcements in MS 

Teams at 8:50am. They will need to close out of the teams call and access 
Canvas to join the morning meeting with their class. Students will be 
switching between Teams and Canvas. 

• Parents will be able to see courses in ParentVUE on September 3rd. The 
draft schedule that was provided last week is the schedule that will be 
followed. Monday’s schedule will be different by class. 

• Social emotional learning will also be incorporated into the curriculum. 
• A parent asked a question regarding small screens. Mr. Harvey shared that 

iPads are able to use AirPlay, and he will add instructions to his notes. 
• Mr. Harvey will include the name of the keyboards used at school in his 

notes. Bluetooth keyboards can be used at home. 
• Mr. Harvey shared that some applications can be accessed via home 

computers and other devices, but some apps may require the school iPads. 
• Parents asked questions about virtual learning: 

• How will small groups work?  During the first 2 weeks, students will be getting 
comfortable with the technology. After this, the teachers will share different 
channels so students can work with small groups. 

• How should parents expect to manage Asynchronous Learning Mondays and 
parent work schedules? Ms. Begley believes after the first couple of weeks, 
children will require less help from parents. Monday work assignments can be 
completed at any time, but some specials will be offered live. Attendance will be 
taken daily. 

• Can parents log into applications to view their student’s progress? Yes, parents 
can log into the applications from another device. 

• Will class lists be provided by ASFS? Class lists are not provided by ASFS. 
Parents who opt into the PTA directory will be able to search by class to see 
information for those who have opted into the directory. 

V. Upcoming Key Dates 
• ASFS Orientation Sessions 

• Wednesday, 9/2-Thursday, 9/3 - Individual sessions (by sign-up) 
• Thursday, 9/3 3:30-4:00pm - Whole group session – teachers will be sending 

out information with a link to join the meeting. 
• Tuesday, September 8th - First Day of School 
• Wednesday, September 16th - Back to School Night 

• Ms. Begley shared they are working through options for the time of day to 
hold this event. 
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