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December 2019 

 

Arlington County School Board 

2100 Washington Blvd. 

Arlington, VA 22204 

 

Re: Overcrowding and Shortage of Neighborhood Seats at Arlington Science Focus School 

 

Dear Arlington School Board Members:  

 

We are writing on behalf of the Arlington Science Focus School’s (ASFS) PTA to advocate for an immediate 

solution to address the current overcrowding in our school and the critical need for additional neighborhood seats 

in our area.  

We would like to thank APS staff for addressing the shortage of neighborhood seats in the Rosslyn-Ballston 

corridor with the two proposals released on October 31, 2019. However, until elementary school boundaries are 

adjusted in SY2021-22, our most urgent concern is our current enrollment, which has far exceeded APS’ 

projections. The resulting capacity challenges are impacting instruction and the educational experiences of our 

children. 

Therefore, we are writing to respectfully urge the Arlington School Board and APS staff to advance the following 

actions: 

1. For the 2019-20 school year, provide immediate relief of current capacity challenges by providing ASFS 

with an additional relocatable classroom that does not interfere with green space or outdoor physical 

education space for students. 

2. For the 2020-21 school year, provide ASFS with an additional relocatable classroom and work with ASFS 

administration to provide additional solutions to offset the projected overcrowding expected with 

continued increased enrollment. 

3. As part of the Fall 2020 APS Elementary School Boundary Process, commit to providing more 

neighborhood seats in the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor. 

With respect to the first two requests, ASFS has far surpassed the projected enrollment numbers released in the 

Annual APS Enrollment Projections Report released in January 2019 and the April 2019 Spring Projections 

Update. Overall, ASFS is at 130% capacity and has the least amount of space per student of any school in the 

County (including middle and high schools), with only 102 square feet per enrolled student compared to a 

system-wide APS elementary school average of 153 square feet per student. Since August 2019, the ASFS 

administration has been in contact with APS senior staff to work to address the capacity concerns with no 

resolution. 

 

ASFS opened this fall with one additional 1st grade classroom, and in November, added a sixth Kindergarten 

classroom in the space formerly occupied by our Music Department. As a result, music, band, and orchestra 

classes are meeting in a variety of alternate locations, and the PE Department is holding classes in the school 

hallways and front lobby. Our single lunch line and cafeteria are also unable to handle the capacity strain resulting 

in shorter allotted times for students to eat. Although students may bring their lunch to school, our FARMs 

students are unfairly impacted because many are unable to bring their own lunch.  This inequity means that 

 



 

students who buy or are provided lunch have less time to eat. Furthermore, ASFS teachers and staff report 

increased issues with student behavior and safety in the hallways and on the playground. 

 

In addition, several new housing developments in the current ASFS attendance zone are opening this year that 

will likely add even more students to ASFS.  This continuous growth in enrollment through the current year and 

into the 2020-21 school year is not sustainable.  Therefore, in order to continue to provide a high-quality 

education for our students, it is imperative that APS work with our school administration and community  to 

address the current and projected overcrowding. 

 

In regards to the third request, our area has been slated as needing the greatest number of seats (-399) in 

SY2023-24 and (-907) in SY2028-29. In addition, because one of the primary objectives of the 2020 Elementary 

School Boundary Process is to create an attendance zone for ASFS that situates the building within its boundaries, 

APS must commit to creating more neighborhood seats in the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor. Without another 

neighborhood school, the Representative Boundary scenario shows that more than half of the current ASFS 

population would move to schools further away than ASFS.  The results would include longer bus rides and create 

a hardship for families who rely heavily on public transportation. Another neighborhood school would also allow 

for more walkers within the proposed rezoned ASFS boundaries, which would allow APS to advance its goal of 

decreasing transportation costs. 

 

Again, we appreciate APS staff’s continued support for a new neighborhood school in the Rosslyn-Ballston 

corridor, and to keep as many students in our community together as possible, as stated in the APS goals for 

elementary planning. We respect APS’ efforts to find a solution that benefits our entire Arlington community, and 

recognize that our ASFS community will undergo a dramatic transition in the fall of 2021. As part of this process, 

it is essential that accurate data is utilized for all projections and that there is transparency for all data analysis 

utilized in the decision making process to support long-term success for the CIP. While we encourage APS to 

maximize planning time to support boundary decisions, it is vital that the process maintains momentum in order 

to ensure there will be adequate time to establish any new school(s) and/or school move(s) by SY2021-22. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our requests. We look forward to working with APS to reduce the harmful 

educational impacts of the immediate overcrowding on our children, and to make the transitions that will take 

place in the fall of 2021 a positive and smooth process. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

ASFS PTA Executive Committee 2019-20 

 

Karrie Beaudry 

Chris Brown 

Lindsey Englerth 

Dena Porter 

Kate Merrill 

Kristi Tsiopanas 

 

cc: 

Cintia Johnson 

Lisa Stengle 


