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<Durational time>  
from “Time and Free Will” by Henri Bergson  

No doubt we can count the sheep in a flock and say that there are fifty, although they 
are all different from one another and are easily recognized by the shepherd : but the 
reason is that we agree in that case to neglect their individual differences and to take 
into account only what they have in common.” 

… when we hear a noise of steps in the street, we have a confused vision of 
somebody walking… each of the successive sounds is then localized at a point in 
space where the passer-by might tread [and] we count our sensations...  The 
[successive sounds of a distant bell reach] me one after the other, but: [1] … I limit 
myself to gathering [the] qualitative impression produced by the whole series. Or [2] I 
[explicitly count and separate]… the sounds, stripped of their qualities…  

<Queer time>  
from “Queer Temporalities and Postmodern Geographies” by Judith Halberstam 

[There] is such a thing as “queer time” and “queer space.” Queer uses of time and 
space develop… in opposition to the institutions of family, heterosexuality, and 
reproduction. They also develop according to other logics of location, movement, 
and identification. If we try to think about queerness as an outcome of strange 
temporalities, imaginative life schedules, and eccentric economic practices, we 
detach queerness from sexual identity and come closer to understanding Foucault’s 
comment in “Friendship as a Way of Life” that “homosexuality threatens people as a 
‘way of life’ rather than as a way of having sex”. 

<Information time>  
from “Interface Effect” by Alexander Galloway 

The chronology lie in [the television show] 24 is flagrant. [The show] professes to be 
concerned with the fidelity of real-time representation… [and] mathematical 
obligation, by naming itself after the day-long interval… each episode [actually] lasts 
around 42 or 43 minutes… there are 24 episodes per season; a complete season 
[comes to] 16 .8 hours…. Where did all the time go? 



<Cosmological time>  
from “How the Universe Got Its Spots: Diary of a Finite Time in a Finite Space ” by 
Janna Levin 

Spacetime is warped, so observers in different locations know they are in different 
degrees of warpage. Clocks will run slower for an observer in a highly curved regions 
of space relative to an observer in a flatter region of space. Observers closer to the 
sun will use clocks that run slower than those farther away.   

Our bodies are made from elements synthesized in stars… It’s tempting to see the 
entire cosmos unfold like a giant factory driven towards the production of organic life 
- the cycle of life and death and regeneration. We play it out on our planet as death 
and decomposition nourish our soil and new life burgeons from the dirt. Our 
inanimate ancestors. Their animate descendants.” 

<Standard time> 
from “Technical Mentality” by Gilbert Simondon 

 It is the standardization of the subsets, the industrial possibility of the production of 
separate pieces that are all alike, that allows for the creation of networks.  

Here, the technical mentality successfully completes itself and rejoins by turning 
itself into a thought-network, into the material and conceptual synthesis of 
particularity and concentration, individuality and collectivity - because the entire 
force of the network is available in each one of its points, and its mazes are woven 
together with those of the world, in the concrete and the particular. 

<Outer Space time> 
from “Space is the place” by Sun Ra 

We’ll set up a colony for black people here. See what they can do on a planet all their 
own, without any white people there. They would drink in the beauty of this planet. It 
would affect their vibrations, for the better, of course. Another place in the universe, 
up in the different stars. That would be where the alter-destiny would come in. 
Equation-wise – the first thing to do is to consider time as officially ended. We’ll work 
on the other side of time.   



<No Time> 
from “Aesthetics of Disappearance” by Paul Virillio  

Around 1880 the debate centered on the inability of the eye to capture the body-in-
motion, everyone was wondering about the veracity  of chronophotography, its 
scientific value–the very reality it covers insofar as it makes the “unseen” visible, that 
is to say, a world-without-memory and of unstable dimensions. 

To Descartes’ sentence: “the mind is a thing that thinks” (that is, in stable and 
commonly visible forms), Bergson retorted: “The mind is a thing that lasts…” The 
Paradoxical state of waking would finally make them both agree: it’s our duration that 
thinks, the first product of consciousness would be it’s own speed in its distance of 
time, speed would be the causal idea, the idea before the idea. 

<Possible time> 
from “Medium of Contingency” by Elie Ayache 

The mathematical instruments used to value exotic financial derivatives have 
generally been understood as operating over a complex, calculated field of 
possibilities about future events – their use, in this sense, implies a certain 
metaphysics. Apache argues that we must rethink out image of the market by 
understanding that, in practice, traders do not calculate price on the basis of 
probabilistic tools, but directly and effectively write price as the contingent reality of 
the market, now. The market is therefore not a set of probabilities, but the very 
medium of contingency. 

<Probable time> 
from “Time and Chance” by  David Z. Albert  

Consider the family of paths in three-dimensional space which a single particle [...] 
might traverse between t = -∞ and t = ∞. That family will consist of some infinite 
collection of continuous curves, going every which way, crossing over one another, 
and perhaps single points as well (which represent cases in which the particle is 
permanently at rest.) Consider, for example, the family of paths which a single free 
particle, a single particle subject (that is) to no external forces, might traverse. That 
family will consist of every single straight line there is in three dimensional space, and 
every single point there is too.


