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How do you think the two sections engage with each other?

I think of that boyfriend in relation to this place, this house—it was where my bedroom was where we first got together, my first 
gay experience. They’re very much connected.

You’ve only ever had the two boyfriends?

No, no, I’ve had other boyfriends, those were just the first two.

Did you have to look up the second one?

No, he lives here in New York. My first boyfriend, we grew up together, we went to middle school and high school together, then No, he lives here in New York. My first boyfriend, we grew up together, we went to middle school and high school together, then 
went to college together. Then he broke up with me during the first year of college, decided he was straight, has a wife and kid now. 
We’re still close, but it took a while to get over it. And then I left college—I actually dropped out of undergrad. I don’t know if it was 
because of him, but I was devastated from the breakup, and just really depressed. I moved here to New York to try and pursue 
being an artist and then met who would become my second boyfriend, Ben Kress, who did the drawings. I was in awe—I’m still in 
awe—of his abilities as an artist. I can’t draw like that, I wish I could. So, it was important to me that he made them. When I look at awe—of his abilities as an artist. I can’t draw like that, I wish I could. So, it was important to me that he made them. When I look at 
them, I think to myself, 'Yeah, it took me kind of my whole life to get to this place where I’m even able to ask this person to make 
these as a part of the concept of my show.' It’s all of these relationships—the love and trust that worked together in order to create 
that, and I feel really happy about them because of that.

It’s almost like your whole life is this show.

That’s interesting—it is kind of like that! I keep telling people, it took me 41 years to make this show—and I’m 41 years old.

When did you move to New York—when did all of this occur?

I moved to New York in ’98. So, those portraits were shot in ’95, for our senior yearbook.
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