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West Adams Is L.A.'s New Gallery Row

In the beginning, there was La Cienega. For a while in 
the 1960s, the West Hollywood gallery district was the 
destination center for the Los Angeles art world and 
beyond. Later, in the 1990s, came Bergamot Station in 
Santa Monica, then Culver City, and more recently the 
downtown Arts District. It's a truism in the contemporary 
art business that you will move to a dope space in a 
suddenly on-trend part of town more than once during suddenly on-trend part of town more than once during 
the life of your gallery.

At the moment, West Adams has caught the eye of a 
diverse group of gallerists whose backgrounds and 
programs are as ambitious as they are eclectic. They've 
moved in slowly over the past three to four years and 
quickly in the last 12 months. Pro tip: It's called "West 
Adams" but most of the galleries are actually on West 
Washington Boulevard, between about La Brea and 
about Arlington. However, that same stretch of Adams about Arlington. However, that same stretch of Adams 
Boulevard a couple of blocks to the south is making a 
play. There's even a micro-scene further southwest, 
along Jefferson Boulevard.

Besides these first- and second-wave venues, you'll see 
a lot of pop-ups and indie spaces with more sporadic 
but no less salient programming, and there are rumors 
of big gallery names like Rosamund Felsen, Luisotti and 
Shoshana Wayne moving into the area this year. Will any 
or even all of these dozen-plus galleries sync up their 
openings, to create an even deeper sense of district? 
Most will open their new season with shows on Saturday, Most will open their new season with shows on Saturday, 
Sept. 15, so at least this once, it seems so.

With exhibitions and experiences ranging from 
traditional galleries to progressive and experimental new 
models for activating cultural spaces, these venues 
occupy myriad architectural settings, from the historical 
to the industrial, in fresh renovations, adaptive reuses 
and bohemian garages. Most of the area is 
small-business boulevards and residential side streets. 
The region is supported by groups including the West The region is supported by groups including the West 
Adams Neighborhood Council (est. 1999) and the West 
Adams Heritage Association (est. 1930), which for the 
time being seem to be genuinely supportive of the influx 
of creative businesses and cafe culture. Many of the art 
venues that have moved in describe a welcoming ethos 
and a neighborhood whose residents prioritize both 
preservation and beautification as shared interests.preservation and beautification as shared interests.

Mother Culture Los Angeles

Mother Culture is something special. It's a gallery, which Mother Culture is something special. It's a gallery, which 
is to say that it's a physical space in which visual art is 
shown and discussed. But that's where the similarities to 
business as usual end. Founded in December 2017 by 
Jake Cruzen and Jared Madere along with an extended 
family that includes Kate, Cindy, Milo, Marie and 
Negashi, Mother Culture is more of an open platform 
that exists in a collaborative methodology in support of that exists in a collaborative methodology in support of 
"parenthood, sustainable living, contemporary art, 
journalism, spirituality, music, education, appreciation 
and social consciousness to create digital content and 
physical exhibitions." As far as those exhibitions go, it's 
really more of one giant never-ending, "cumulative" 
exhibition continuum, in which objects and artworks are 
added, removed and rearranged periodically in added, removed and rearranged periodically in 
response to real-time events and out-of-town visitations. 
In lieu of regular opening receptions, the gallery hosts 
monthly drop-in talks and other happenings by and with 
the artists — known as "contributors" — who have work 
in the space at the time. Currently, that includes but 
shall not remain limited to special contributions by Kelly 
Akashi, Jasper Spicero, Anna-Sophie Berger and Jessi Akashi, Jasper Spicero, Anna-Sophie Berger and Jessi 
Reaves — but keep checking.

Mother Culture, 1819 Third Ave.; (510) 928-1964, 
motherculture.love; Fri.-Sun., noon-4 p.m.; free.
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