
What schools have you gone to? 
How would you describe those schools? 
Do your memories of schooling blur together, or have clean breaks? 
Have you interacted with an institution that doesn't call itself a school, but functions as one? 
Have you interacted with an institution that calls itself a school, but doesn't function as one? 
Do you have strong memories of any specific teacher? 
Have you ever thought of becoming a teacher? Where does that thought come from?  
Can you imagine the face of the teacher you remember the least? 
What types of classrooms have you been in? 
When was the last time you felt incredibly focused on your work? 
When was the last time you felt incredibly open to learning new skills? 
When was the last time you felt incredibly open to learning new information? 
When was the last time you put yourself in a new social context, and "tried to figure it out?" 
When was the last time you tried to develop new habits? 
When was the last time you tried to commit something to memory? 
When was the last time you felt like your intention for a given activity was "to learn?" 
How do your memories of these recent times feel spatially embedded, if at all? 
What is your gut reaction to your conception of "conventional education?" 
How would you describe your understanding of "conventional education?" 
When was the last time you went for a walk without committing to a destination? 
What kinds of activities do you think of when you get together with friends? 
If you had a team of 10 people, what would want to work on with them?  
What are the limits of an educational experience? 
When someone says "pedagogy" when they could have used "education," do you think they're 
being kind of pretentious? 
Does a library feel like a sacred space to you? 
Does Home Depot feel like a sacred space to you? 
Have you ever had a teacher/professor who could lecture really well? 
Have you ever had a teacher/professor who could facilitate discussion really well? 
Have you ever had a teacher/professor who seemed to make people care about the material? 
Have you ever been in a book club? 
Have you ever been in a makerspace? 
Do you regularly get together with people to do anything in particular?  
When was the last time you tried to do something and felt like a complete dunce? 
When was the last time you tried to do something and felt like a total whiz? 
What is the educational value of competition? Between students? Between schools? 
What do you think about the relationship between neoliberalism and the power of institutions? 
Do you think institutions are necessary? For what? 
Think of an institution you really like. What do you like about it?  
When was the last time you worked on a group project that felt equitable and/or fun? 
When was the last time you worked on a group project that felt unfair and/or confusing? 
Do you think you work well in teams? 
What is the necessary difference between a teacher and student, if any?  



How important is hierarchy of people & information in effective pedagogy?  
When you think of a classroom, what kind of space do you imagine? 
Where in life have you found communities you've connected with?  
Imagine your ideal home study. What does it feel like?  
Imagine your ideal group work space. What does it feel like? 
Imagine your ideal group learning space. What does it feel like? 
Imagine your ideal field trip. What does it feel like? 
Imagine your ideal celebration. What does it feel like? 
What finite goals have motivated you most in the past? 
Do you feel you gain a lot out of being outside? 
Do you feel you gain a lot by being indoors? 
How comfortable are you with people hating you? What kind of people?  
When you travel, how much of the itinerary do you schedule? 
Do you wish you scheduled more, or less, generally? 
Do you generally run late? Early? On-time? What does it mean to be on time? 
How necessary are shared physical spaces for the construction of community?  
Do you enjoy reading? 
How frequently do you sit down and read, uninterrupted, for more than 30 minutes? 
When was the last time you had to explain something to someone under the age of 10? 
When was the last time you felt like you really "clicked" with someone while working together? 
Would you describe yourself as effective at body language? 
Would you describe yourself as effective in oral communication? 
Would you describe yourself as effective in visual communication? 
Would you describe yourself as effective in written communication? 
Does the computer feel like an effective tool for learning? 
Does the internet feel like an effective tool for learning?  
What kind of learning experience follows from youtube how-tos?  
What kind of learning experience can be engendered by online spaces?  
Is it important for people to live in a few places throughout their lives?  
Is it important for people to take notes in class?  
Is it possible to have no hierarchy?  
If it is possible to avoid hierarchy, what is necessary? 
If it is not possible to avoid hierarchy, what hierarchies emerge naturally?  
What was the last thing you tried to intentionally study by yourself, at home?  
Are there consistent patterns or habits in your life, day-to-day?  
Are there consistent patterns or habits in your life, year-to-year? 
Is there anything more obstructive to constructive conversation than a desire to impress? 
Is that a rhetorical question? Are all of these? 
What does teaching look like if it is separated from the ego? 
What does learning look like if it is separated from the ego?  
Do you believe in "teaching from the microcosm?" 
Do you believe ideas should first be introduced in simple terms, then made more complex?  
Do you believe students at any age should be made aware of the full complexities of the world? 



What of activities are more fun to do alone? 
What about those activities could change to make them fun with groups? 
Do you think the world would be a better place if we all minded our own business?  
Who has the right to take authority? Who has the authority to take authority?  
Do you feel like, with more trust, people could communicate less, or more?  
What kind of knowledge do you wish you had? 
What kind of knowledge do you think everyone should have? 
What are the limits of completely self-determined education?  
What are the limits of authoritarian education? Are these two opposites?  
What ceremonies or rituals do you associate with education?  
Imagine a ceremony that could bring an affect you like to an educational space? 
To what extent should public education provide the tools for ongoing existence?  
Do you think the average person can focus more or less with gentle background noise?  
Do you think we should determine education paradigms based on averages?  
What kind of biases should a school have? Towards what? 
How should students be able to give feedback to their school? their instructors? 
How can schools work in non-colonialist tendencies?  
What mindset should someone have when going to school? 
What mindset should someone have when making a school?  
Do you believe in blackboards & chalk as powerful tools? What about whiteboards?  
Is teaching about learning how to prioritize information?  
Is teaching about reinforcing hierarchies? 
Is teaching about acquiring necessary knowledge to make it in the world? 
Does a school require a sense of safety for it to work? 
To what extent should an educational place insulate students from outside forces? 
Do you believe that schools that require uniforms are making the right decision?  
Is the prototypical "summer vacation" useful for year-round education schemes? 
To what extent is structured learning better at getting breadth, or depth?  
Is breadth versus depth a useful dichotomy? 
Should schools be explicitly tasked with enforcing and normalizing codes of ethics? 
Do you wish you could apprentice under some wise, understanding mentor?  
Did you ever have mandatory "community service" through school platforms? 
Do you believe that private schools are good for local communities? For the world? 
Should schools be publicly funded? 
If so, where on a state’s list of priorities should schooling fall? Before infrastructure? 
Should schools be funded based on local tax bases? 
Say a student has an abusive partner. Should the school get involved to help? 
Should schools require screenings for tuberculosis? For depression? For speech impediments? 
Have you ever done off-site field work through an educational institution?  
Have you ever thought about working for a park service? A summer camp?  
Why is it in vogue for private American universities to open up Middle Eastern campuses? 
How do you define education? 
How do you define learning?  


