
Are.na lets you save and organize any kind of 
content into clear, visual collections called 
channels. Any piece of content can be linked to 
many channels, and channels themselves can 
be connected across the Are.na, creating an 
interactive web of shared knowledge.

The platform was built by artists looking for a 
better way to share the ideas behind their work. 
Inspired by early hypertext experiments, they 
envisioned a connected tool for thinking together 
in real time.

Are.na is a new kind of platform for 
connecting ideas and building knowledge.

Are.na is an antidote to the kind of information 
overload that makes creative thinking so difficult 
on the web. It combines the mind-meld of social 
media with the focus of a productivity tool — 
without the addictive notifications, distractions, 
or arguments of either one.



Social media is broken. Most platforms 
deliberately addict their users in order to sell 
more ads and harvest more personal data.  We 
need a different model if we want to get our 
digital lives back.

On Are.na, your attention and data are your 
own. Free of ads, likes, and distractions, it’s an 
open-ended space where anyone can structure 
their thoughts and develop ideas with other 
people. 

Our vision is a more mindful online space where 
curiosity is valued, collaboration arises naturally, 
and many forms of creative thinking can thrive. 
Are.na is supported by paying Premium 
members, whose  support ensures that Are.na 
will remain ad-free and accessible to everyone.

Building a more mindful online community

Are.na is a space where 
curiosity and collaboration are 
more important than likes.

Are.na was started by artists looking for a 
simpler way to share images, ideas, and 
projects. Inspired by 1960s experimental 
hypertext systems, they envisioned a connected 
tool for thinking together in real time and sharing 
the building blocks of new ideas.

Are.na’s mission is to empower people to build 
new knowledge through self-directed learning 
and open exchange on the web. Our vision is a 
space to intentionally cultivate ideas over time, 
where attention is valued and collaboration is 
deliberate.

The Are.na community is already a small utopia 
of creative thinkers, writers, and designers are 
gathering knowledge on topics at the forefront of 
digital culture.



“Are.na is building a network of ideas and the 
people that have them. By removing ads and 
ego-stroking likes, Are.na frees up space for 
creativity.”
Artsy

What people are saying

Creative people at these brands and 
institutions rely on Are.na:

“[Are.na]’s whole vibe makes you want to be 
smarter, dig deeper, participate in collective 
knowledge.” 
Ben Pieratt, Founder of Svpply

“I only want to work with people on Are.na.” 
Édouard Urcades / Product Designer at 
Tumblr

“In the groundswell of anger and suspicion 
toward social media platforms, Are.na feels like 
a necessary antidote.”
Fast Company

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-creatives-flocking-artist-designed-social-network
https://www.fastcodesign.com/90166456/the-ad-free-user-owned-future-of-social-media


Fact Sheet

43,000 
Total users

10,000
Monthly active users

800
Premium subscribers

25,000+
New channels in Q1 2018

60%
Growth in Q1 2018

10 minutes
Avg. time spent per session

6,700
New members in Q1 2018

New user signups by quarter

Quarterly connections on Are.na

370%
Growth in paying users in 2017



The Are.na Team

Charles is a full-stack engineer with 10+ 
years of experience, most recently as a lead 
engineer at Artsy. Previously he was a 
practicing artist in New York City.

Daniel worked as an art director before 
joining Are.na. He is a partner at No Plans, 
a web design studio with clients including 
Sotheby's, Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation, 
and Central Saint Martins.

Chris is the founder of Consortia, a 
design and strategy office in NYC, where 
he has led projects for Audi, Microsoft, 
LVMH, Harvard University and Columbia 
University.

Daniel Pianetti 
Co-founder
Business
Development

Charles Broskoski
Co-founder
CEO

Chris Barley
Co-founder
Marketing

Chris Sherron
Co-founder
Design

Chris is a designer, animator, and 
co-founder of K-Hole, the trend forecasting 
group that invented ‘normcore.’ He 
previously worked at global branding 
agency Wolff Olins helping brands like 
Google and Univision.

Damon Zucconi
CTO

Damon is a full-stack engineer with over 10 
years of experience developing for the 
web. Prior to joining Are.na, Damon was a 
full-stack engineer at Artsy. He is also an 
internationally exhibited artist.


