
Quick Guide for 
Educators



Are.na lets you save and organize any kind of 
content into clear, visual collections called 
channels. Content can be linked to many 
channels, and channels themselves can be 
connected across the Are.na, creating an 
interactive web of shared knowledge.

Are.na combines the mind-meld of social media 
with the focus of a productivity tool — without 
the addictive notifications, distractions, 
arguments, or hassles of either one.

Are.na is a new kind of social platform for 
connecting ideas and building knowledge.

Unlike mainstream social networks, there are no 
ads, likes, or invasive algorithms on Are.na. 
Instead, we’re building a space where people 
can keep control of their attention and structure 
their thoughts without social pressures or 
disruptions. Are.na is supported by paying 
Premium members, who can save unlimited 
private content and receive extra features.

Introducing Are.na



Are.na was started by artists looking for a 
simpler way to share images, ideas, and 
projects. Inspired by 1960s experimental 
hypertext systems, they envisioned a connected 
tool for thinking together in real time and sharing 
the building blocks of new ideas.

Are.na’s mission is to empower people to build 
new knowledge through self-directed learning 
and open exchange on the web. Our vision is a 
space to intentionally cultivate ideas over time, 
where attention is valued and collaboration is 
deliberate.

The Are.na community is already a small utopia 
of creative thinkers, writers, and designers are 
gathering knowledge on topics at the forefront of 
digital culture.

Are.na is a community where 
curiosity and collaboration are 
more important than algorithms 
and likes.

Building a more intentional internet

Students and educators at these institutions 
rely on Are.na:



Getting started

Inspiration
by Sarah Johnson

Research
by Tumblr

Admin
by Jeremy Stern

Private 
Only you and your collaborators can 
view and add to the channel.

Closed 
Everyone can view the channel, but 
only you and your collaborators can 
add to it.

Open 
Everyone can view the channel and 
anyone logged-in can add to it.

Make channels. 
Channels are flexible containers for 
organizing content. They can hold 
any kind of file, including images, 
website links, videos, PDFs, and 
text snippets.

Collaborate with the Are.na 
community in Open channels, 
showcase content in Closed 
channels, or keep confidential work 
Private.

Drag and drop files from your 
desktop, or use our bookmarklet to 
easily save and organize content 
as you browse. 

Are.na supports almost any type of 
file, and visualizes your content in a 
beautiful, minimal interface. 

You can quickly rearrange content 
blocks, connect them to other 
channels, and export your entire 
channel as a PDF, .zip, or HTML 
file.

Invite team members to collaborate 
on shared channels, follow other 
members to see new ideas and 
inspiration on your Feed, or 
Explore the whole community.

Add content. 
 

Connect ideas.

Website Text PDF



Adding a class
Whether you’re teaching a university course or facilitating a one-hour workshop, it’s simple 
to create a channel where participants can access instructions, links, files, and other 
relevant Are.na channels.

Are.na 101
by Cab Broskoski

Make a channel 
for your class 

Click on + New Channel at 
the top right of your screen to 
make a channel. Title it with 
the name of your class or 
workshop.

Invite students 
or collaborators 

Click on the       at the top of 
your channel to access the 
settings. You can add Are.na 
users or invite others by 
email. 

Upload or save 
content to it 

Save content to your channel 
from any web page using the 
Are.na bookmarklet. You can 
also drag and drop, enter 
text, or upload files.



Structuring your class channels
There are plenty of ways to structure your class on Are.na. Here’s a simple method for 
keeping everything things in one place as you start exploring.

Assignment 1
by Cab Broskoski

Organize with 
sub-channels

To group assignments, 
readings, or resources, just 
create a brand new channel 
for whatever you need to 

Connect them to 
your class channel 

Click on the       at the top of 
your channel to access the 
settings. You can add Are.na 
users or invite others by 
email. 

Connect things 
you come across

If you see something relevant 
elsewhere on Are.na, just 
use the Connect → button to 
add it to your class channel. 
That way you can make a 
map of connections your 
students can use to follow 
their curiosity across the 
network.

Assignment 2
by Cab Broskoski

Connect → 



Case Study: Orthographies at MIT
Designer and educator Lucy Siyao Liu hosted this drawing class on Are.na so her students 
could share their artistic process from research to final product.

Orthographies
by Lucy Siyao Liu

Sub-channels for 
class resources

Lucy and a TA are 
collaborators on the class 
channel. They created 
separate channels for 
assignments and references, 
which they connected to the 
main channel to keep 
everything in one place.

Orthographies_
FA17_Projects

by Lucy Siyao Liu
9 blocks • a month ago

Main class channel

Text blocks for 
assignments

drawing_exhibitions
By Lucy Siyao Liu

11 blocs • a day ago

Related channels 
by Lucy

Separate channels keep 
everything neat. Students 
uploaded their final projects 
to Are.na, which Lucy added 
to the sub-channel above.

Lucy’s existing research in an 
open Are.na channel was 
relevant to her class, so she 
simply connected it to her 
class channel.

Lucy added assignments 
directly to the main class 
channel as text blocks with 
markdown formatting.

https://www.are.na/lucy-siyao-liu/orthographies


Get 50% off Are.na Premium

Anyone can use and access Are.na, but free 
account users are only allowed to save 100 
pieces of private content each.

Are.na is supported by our Premium members, 
who can save an unlimited amount of private 
content to their channels and receive access to 
extra features and support.

An Are.na Premium membership normally costs 
$5 / month or $45 / year, but students and 
educators receive a 50% discount. Just enter 
the coupon on this page when you upgrade your 
account. If you need to upgrade an entire class, 
send an email to info@are.na to reach an 
affordable solution. 

https://www.are.na/settings/billing

Students and educators get half 
off Premium subscriptions. Just 
enter the coupon studenthalf 
when you upgrade.

mailto:info@are.na
https://www.are.na/settings/billing

