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Jonathan Berger, Bell Machine, 2016 (rendering). Proposal for the High Line Plinth. Commissioned by 
High Line Art, presented by Friends of the High Line and the New York City Department of Parks & Recre-
ation. (Architectural rendering by James Corner Field Operations and Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Courtesy 
of the City of New York; artwork courtesy the artist)

The Fourth Plinth in London’s Trafal-
gar Square, a high-profile venue for 
a changing program of temporary 
commissioned artworks, has inspired 
a similar landmark destination in New 
York: the High Line Plinth.

New York’s plinth will be a visible 
stage for sculpture located on the High 
Line’s new “Spur” section at West 30th 
and 10th Avenue; the plinth and the 
Spur are scheduled to open together. 
High Line Art (which describes itself 
as “Presented by Friends of the High 
Line,” the non-profit group that funds 
and maintains the famous rails-to-trails 
park) has said construction is expect-
ed to begin in 2017, with the opening 
coming sometime in 2018. According 
to The New York Times, the plinth will 
likely change shapes and sizes de-
pending upon the artwork showcased.

“High Line Art continues to reach a broad, diverse audience—including more than 2.3 million New Yorkers annually—with 
free, world-class artwork 365 days a year,” said Robert Hammond, cofounder and executive director of Friends of the High 
Line, in a statement.

To determine what artworks should inaugurate the plinth, 12 international artists have been shortlisted by Hight Line Art 
and an international advisory committee. Models of the artists’ proposed sculptures will be displayed from February 9 to 
April 30, 2017, on the High Line at West 14th Street. Of the twelve, two will be the first High Plinth commissions. The first 
artwork will be installed in 2018, and each piece will be available for viewing for 18 months.



The artists include Jonathan Berger, Minerva Cuevas, Jeremy Deller, Sam Durant, Charles Gaines, Lena Henke, Matthew 
Day Jackson, Simone Leigh, Roman Ondak, Paola Pivi, Haim Steinbach, and Cosima von Bonin. See the gallery above to 
sample some of their proposals.

The Friends of the High Line also reported that the Spur will provide storage space for park operations, maintenance, hor-
ticulture, and new public restrooms for the park.

“The High Line Plinth will expand the program’s impact by creating a one-of-a-kind destination for public art on the Spur, a 
new section of the park with even more space for public programming and dynamic horticulture,” Hammond said.


