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“This is the quiet thrill of Pedestrian Strands. It takes in its surroundings and bounces them back out, only slightly altering 
them in the process. It amplifies the possibility of a living city, open to interpretation and participation. Woodfill has said that it 
”orchestrates the dissonances,” a phrase that seems to strike at the meaning of cities. They are where people gather to 
exchange ideas and generate new ones, to address their different perspectives, and to come face to face with what they’re 
not. In that sense, Pedestrian Strands is more of a mirror than canvas.“

“It’s easy to imagine a nighttime traveler driving in out of the plains, past the billboards for roadside hotels and radio stations, 
and cutting through downtown on I-670. On the bridges above would be what appears to be billboards. But they never 
resolve themselves into logos or slogans. Instead, they remain smudges of light, perplexing and profoundly engaging.”

-Andrew Blum, from Pedestrian Response Number 9, 2008

The purposes of Public Art are many - the specific course that my work takes always builds on the idea that we should slow down to 
more fully experience that places that we inhabit. By tapping into the pragmatic languages of form and function within a site, my intent is 
to compose frameworks that allow unexpected and serendipitous relationships to reveal themselves in the encounter. I am not trying to 
separate the public work from the everyday, I am trying to enrich the experience of it.  

Within the collaborations that el dorado and I have worked on over the years, this attitude often manifests within a philosophy that we 
call “incremental urbanism” - an attempt to keep pace with, respond to and provoke contemplation within the ongoing changes that are 
inherent to a dynamic city. We are both responding to place as it is, and acting upon it with invention.

The Grand Boulevard Redux addition to Pedestrian Strands will be our response to a changing set of conditions that now define the site 
that we originally encountered in 2007. Our work from that time has been a part of the amalgamation of changing conditions in Down-
town Kansas City, and the opportunity to once again re-tool the relationships on the site are a rare chance for us, as a public art / design 
team, to dial in on the original intent of the work and find new resonance within the site. JW


