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Darrell Isley: My name is Darrell, D-A-R-R-E-L-L, Isley, I-S-L-E-Y. 
 
Betsy Isley: I'm Betsy Isley, B-E-T-S-Y I-S-L-E-Y. I'm fifty-two. 
 
Darrell: I'm forty-nine. 
 
Jena Heath: Tell me a little bit about how it is that you decided to adopt and how it is that 
you decided to adopt from China? What went into that decision-making? 
 
Betsy: A lot of it was because we couldn't have children of our own naturally. The biggest 
thing was when we saw -- we were watching James Robison. He had a special on China 
orphanages. Darrell said one day, “Why don't we just go over and take all the babies and 
bring them home?” I said, “Okay.” [laughs] We started lookin’ into adopting. Originally, we 
wanted to go to Guatemala. Guatemala had closed their adoption at the time. The lady we 
talked to at Hope Cottage had adopted a little girl from China. She showed us pictures and 
was talkin’ to us about China and really placed it on our heart to go there. That's how we 
ended up there. 
 
Jena: You were moved by the story of what was happening to orphaned children in the 
orphanages in China? 
 
Darrell: When we found out that because of infertility we weren’t able to have our own, we 
were lookin’ into fertility treatments. Somethin’ told me after we saw that documentary, 
there are so many babies that need a home. Why are we going to go through all of this when 
there's already a baby out there that probably needs us? We talked about it. That moved us to 
go to China. 
 
Jena: Jim Robison, I'm not familiar. Is this a TV show, a person on television? 
 
Darrell: James Robison is a local evangelist. He's out of Fort Worth. He's got a television 
program. 
 
Jena: I have the feeling that your faith is important to this decision. 
 
Darrell: Yes, ma’am. Absolutely. 
 
Jena: I know there's been some discussion in churches about international adoption. Is it 
something that you had a lot of support for within your faith community? 
 
Darrell: We did. That was never an issue in our church life. Everybody was so supportive. 
They were very anticipating of wanting that baby. She became the favorite when we brought 
her back home.  
 
Jena: When were you in China? When did you come back? 
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Betsy: We went in 2005. I think it was the end of May, first part of June. 
 
Jena: What province is Delaney from? 
 
Betsy: She’s from Chongqing. 
 
Jena: J-I-N-G-X-I, or no? 
 
Betsy: C-H-O-N-G-Q-I-N-G. 
 
Jena: Were there other families in your group whose kids were from the same province, or 
did you all break up into different groups? 
 
Betsy: We were all from the same, same orphanage too. 
 
Jena: Do you keep in touch with the other families at all? 
 
Betsy: A lot of them I do. There's several that have gone their separate ways and don't really 
want to be contacted. A lot of us are friends on Facebook. We’re everywhere. We have 
Arizona, Tennessee, Florida, Virginia, California. Somebody's in Washington. 
 
Jena: Do you guys ever have reunions? 
 
Betsy: No. They talked about doin’ one when the girls turn ten. I can't remember if it was 
last year or this year, but it never really came to anything. 
 
Darrell: There's too many people that live too abroad. It’s hard to get everybody together 
anymore. 
 
Jena: Do you do any of the FCC’s Chinese New Year, Harvest Moon Festival, that kind of 
stuff here in terms of Chinese culture? I know sometimes people start when the kids are 
younger. Then as it gets older and they get into their own activities it starts to wane a little 
bit. I'm wondering what that experience has been like for y’all and your family. 
 
Betsy: I wanted to get Delaney involved with the FCC group. Also, there's a Girl Scout troop 
here in the Dallas area, a FCC Girl Scout troop, 3352. She was involved with that since 
kindergarten or first grade. Then last year she decided she didn't want to do that anymore. 
We pulled back and pulled back from the FCC group for a little while. Going into the preteen 
years is pulling her out of that for a little bit. 
 
Darrell: We had originally started with all of the Chinese traditions. We wanted her to know 
about her culture. As she’s getting older, we’re letting her take the lead in what she's 
comfortable with and what she wants to do. Some of it she does and some of it she doesn't. 
We let her decide. 
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Jena: There's an acknowledgment in all our minds that they're Chinese American. They're 
going to have a hybrid experience as they get older. 
 
Betsy: In fact, when we were talkin’ about Girl Scouts I asked her, “You want to do Girl 
Scouts this year?” She's goes, “Mom, I get that I'm Chinese. I get that. I don't have to be told 
that all the time.” “Okay.” 
 
Jena: As you look ahead to adolescence, are you in a state of dread? Are you in a state of, 
“This will be an interesting adventure?” How's it feel, Dad? 
 
Darrell: I think more dread. She has such strong opinions. I'm a very opinionated person too. 
We butt heads because we have such strong opinions. They don't always see eye to eye. It’s 
interesting. I always thought that as a little kid growin’ up that she would be more interested 
in her Chinese heritage. Some of it she is, but most of the parts she just wants to be like all 
the other kids. I have to keep reminding myself that she is an average kid. She's special to us 
because she's from China and she's our baby. She's just a kid. That's all she wants to be is 
just an average kid. I need to keep reminding myself of that and not expect so much from 
that area. 
 
Jena: For you, the fact that you have come, in some way, to identify yourself as the parent of 
a child from China, but they move forward? 
 
Darrell: Exactly. You hit it right on the head. I have to remember that she is a kid. As she 
gets into adolescence, she doesn't want to be singled out. She doesn't want to be singled out 
as “I'm from China. I'm this. I'm that.” She just wants to be who she is. I have to keep 
reminding myself of that. 
 
Jena: I asked her if she had any interest in going to China. She was categorical in her 
response. “No.” I asked her why not. She said, “Because the water’s not filtered.” 
 
[laughter] 
 
Jena: I said, “Wow. That's very practical.” 
 
Betsy: She drinks a lot of water. 
 
Jena: And it’s very healthy. [laughs]  
 
Do you think maybe as she gets older that might shift around? Is it something that you can 
see yourselves ultimately letting go of as an expectation in how she sees herself? As she 
moves forward maybe you just let go of the cultural traditions and things? 
 
Betsy: I'm hopin’ that a lot of that will change. The school that she's going to, I kind of, as 
she would say, forced her to go there. 
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Jena: She would say that. 
 
Betsy: [laughs] Because she's learning her native language. That's one of the things I really 
wanted her to go there for, especially in the beginning. I like the school for totally different 
reasons now than I did in the very beginning. That was one of the main reasons I wanted her 
to go there. I wanted her to learn her native language. She hates that. We talked about her not 
so much into the Chinese heritage right now. She hasn’t really ever been into, even when she 
was younger and even when we were in China when we first got her. The Chinese ladies 
would come up to her and speak with her in Chinese. She would turn her head. She didn't 
want anything to do with them. If anybody Asian was around her, she’d do the same thing, 
just turn her head, unless they had a lab coat on like a doctor. She thought of doctors in a 
different way. If it was a Chinese lady with a doctor’s coat on, she would sit there and ooh 
and ah all over them. Otherwise, no. She didn't want anything to do with them and always 
has been that way.  
 
That's a big reason why I got her involved with the FCC group and the Girl Scout group. I 
wanted her to embrace that. That's a part of who she is. Like what we talked about the other 
day, her and I did, yes, she is in Chinese. She lives in America. She's technically Chinese 
American. I said, “You know what? You're also a Texan. You've lived here most all your 
life. You have a Texas birth certificate.” That's something that I made sure. I was born out of 
the country. I was born in Frankfurt, Germany. When my parents brought me back, I had a 
birth certificate that didn't have a number on it. My mother had terrible time enrolling me in 
school because my birth certificate didn't have a number on it because it was issued from the 
state, Washington DC. I was like, “I'm going to have a hard time because hers is in Chinese.” 
They're not going to get that. I need to make sure that I have Texas birth certificate for her so 
she won't have that issue. Yes, she is Chinese, but she's our daughter. We do talk a lot about 
her being Chinese. I do want her to embrace that. I know as she gets older, she might, I'm 
hoping. 
 
Delaney Isley: Never going to happen, Mom. 
 
[laughter] 
 
Jena: I don't know if you heard that. She piped in, “It’s never going to happen, Mom.” 
 
In a way, part of your journey as parents is -- all of our journey as parents -- is also we have 
these ideas in our minds about who our kids are going to be. Our kids are separate people. 
 
Darrell: Exactly. Absolutely. Even when she looks at her baby pictures -- she loves lookin’ at 
her baby pictures of after we got her. We have pictures of her that were sent to us from the 
orphanage. She won't look at those. She says, “I don't like lookin’ at those pictures because 
that was a very scary time in my life.” I had to wrap my brain around that because she was 
only eleven months old when we got her. How could you remember? She remembers so 
many things from that orphanage at just eleven months. It’s very negative in her mind. She 
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doesn't like to revisit that time in her life. I think she tries even harder to be different for that 
reason.  
 
Jena: Is there anything that you would like to tell people outside the Chinese adoption 
community about your experience of Chinese adoption? Are there any misconceptions or 
assumptions that you think it would be useful to help people understand are wrong, or not? Is 
there anything you'd like to say, if you could say something? 
 
Betsy: There's a lot of misconceptions. Everybody has their opinion of how things work. For 
each individual, it’s different. For each family, it’s different. For each child, it’s different. 
Whether you're adopted from China or America, each child has a different experience. 
 
Darrell: I don't know if this goes along on your question or not. It’s what came into my mind 
when you said it. A big misconception -- I think it has to do with people understanding the 
laws on adoption in America. One of the big things that we had to face when we came back, 
people would question us right in front of her, “There are so many kids in America that need 
a home. Why did you have to go all the way to China to buy a baby?” It hurt my feelings at 
first. It took me aback. The first thing I wanted to say, “That's none of your business.” Then I 
had to remember they don't understand that in America, especially at that time when we got 
Delaney, the parents could come and take that child back even after it was adopted and 
decide up to two years that they could take that baby if they wanted it. We weren’t willing to 
put ourselves emotionally on that line. We decided to do the international adoption for a lot 
of that reason. A lot of my thing has been trying to reeducate Americans on the adoption 
laws and to make them understand that it’s not necessarily that we didn't want to stay in 
America to adopt the baby, it’s all of the risk that you have to take to stay in America to 
adopt. 
 
Jena: Did you ever feel like saying, “I didn't buy a baby?” 
 
Betsy: I think we did several times. 
 
Darrell: Yes. That was very offensive, especially when they say it in front of your child. 
“Why did you have to go buy a baby?” Your first reaction is you want to hit somebody. 
Calmer heads prevail. You can't lose it. You have to remember that they don't really 
understand. If you've not walked in my shoes, you don't know. You have to take their 
questions and be calm and run with it. 
 
 
 


