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Jena Heath: Tell me what you know about being born in China and how you think about
your story.

Avery Kimberlin: I don't know.

Jena: What has your mom and dad told you?

Avery: That boys are worth more than girls, not very good.

Jena: Not very good. How does that make you feel?

Avery: [makes noise]

Jena: Not too hot, huh?

Avery: Uh-uh.

Jena: Is that why they say that they adopted from China?

Avery: [shrugging noise]

Jena: Do you know anything about your orphanage?

Avery: Jiangsu Province. My orphan nanny was someone.

Jena: Do you ever think about meeting her one day or going back to China?
Avery: Didn't I meet her when I was a baby?

Jena: Mm-hmm. Do you remember her?

Avery: I saw pictures of her. No. I do want to go back to China one day.
Jena: How come?

Avery: Because [ want to watch Mommy sleep on a plane.

Jena: Are you curious about what China is like?

Avery: No.

Jena: No?

Avery: No.
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Jena: That's pretty strong view. How come?

Avery: I don't know.

Jena: Do you know any other kids who are adopted from China?

Avery: There's one girl in my school that was. Well, she's not in my school. She used to go
to my school. I think there's a boy in my school that's from China too. His name’s Andy.
There's a girl that got adopted from China. I don't exactly know her. I think her mom’s on the
PTA with mine.

Jena: You're not really friends with these two other kids?

Avery: | am friends with Andy because he's in my grade. The other girl, she's in a higher
grade than me. I'm not in elementary anymore because I'm in third now.

Jena: I see. Do you and Andy ever talk about the fact that you both were born in China?

Avery: I don't actually know if he's from China or not. I just guessed because he kind of
looked like it.

Jena: How about the kids in your group? Does it matter to you that they are from China too?
Avery: Yes.

Jena: It does. Why?

Avery: I don't know.

Jena: Fair enough. Does anyone ever ask you about being adopted?

Avery: Yup, all the time. I say, “I don't know.” They ask me again to be sure. Then I lose my
patience and then say, “Stop asking me questions. Do you remember when you were born?

No! Leave me alone.”

Jena: Is this mostly other kids that you say this to? Is it mostly other kids who ask you about
it, or is it grown-ups?

Avery: Kids. Sometimes grown-ups because they tell them because they say something then
they really want to know if I'm from China or not. I said yes. Sometimes grown-ups ask me
if I'm from China or not to make sure their kid isn't lying.

Jena: It sounds like, in a way, it’s a little bit annoying to keep being asked about it.

Avery: Yes, very annoying.
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Jena: When it’s annoying, what do you want to say to people?
Avery: Be quiet.

Jena: Does it feel like it’s a personal question and maybe they should mind their own
business?

Avery: No. I'm just tired of them asking that while I'm trying to eat.

Jena: I get ya. I see. Do strangers ever ask, like if you're in the store with your mom and your
dad?

Avery: Sometimes nice people ask, but my mom knows them. It’s most times. Sometimes
you run into a nice person that my mom has seen. It’s usually one of my grandma’s friends
or my mom’s friends we run into, or she meets some of them on Facebook. We were at the
beach house. We went out to eat. I told this woman that we were from China. She was really
nice too.

Jena: She didn't make you feel funny? She didn't ask too many questions?

Avery: No. She just said hello.

Jena: If you were going to give some advice to other kids and grown-ups about what it’s like
to be you, what would you like them to know? What would you like to tell them?

Avery: Go to bed.
Jena: Anything else?
Avery: Eat.

Jena: Eat? Anything about if they see a kid who they think might be adopted, what would
you like them to do or not do?

Avery: Don't drop it.

Jena: Don't drop it? Okay. Is there anything you want to ask me about any of this?
Avery: No.

Jena: Well, we’re done.

Avery: Yay!
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Jena: Thank you.



