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Willa Mei Kurland: Hi, everyone. This is Willa. 

 

Charlotte Cotter: Hi. This is Charlotte. 

 

Willa: This is our first multimedia supplement to our piece on Our China Stories. This 

summer we've decided to travel back to China together. Now, we've found ourselves on a 

search for our birth parents. Since we posted our story a couple days ago, a lot has happened, 

as you can read in our introduction. We'd known about Our China Stories and had been in 

contact with them about the possibility of posting on here. 

 

Charlotte: During our trip we hope to document our thoughts and responses to the events that 

are unfolding on this platform, Our China Stories. We think this will be a great way to keep 

friends, family, and the adoptive community updated on our search. This first video will be a 

predeparture video in which we will interview each other on our thoughts vis-à-vis our 

upcoming trip. First, my name is Charlotte again, and I will be interviewing Willa on her 

thoughts on our upcoming trip.  

 

My first question for you was what information did you know about your circumstances 

already, before starting the search? 

 

Willa: I was adopted in April of 1996. I was born in [indiscernible], [indiscernible] Province. 

I was told I was born in July, on July 21st or July 14th depending on which documents you 

saw. I was told that I was left at a construction company. I was told that I had lived with a 

foster family, maybe more than one, and that I was the first baby to be adopted from my 

province. That's pretty much all the concrete details that I knew and had documented. 

 

Charlotte: Awesome. Since you have begun this search that we wrote about in Our China 

Stories, was new information has arisen? 

 

Willa: Saturday night after we posted, Charlotte and I both got a lot of messages. Someone 

told me that they knew someone in [indiscernible] and that they were going to tell people. A 

family got in contact with me and told me that they were my foster family. They had emailed 

us on the email account that we posted on our poster. Then they contacted me on WeChat. 

First, it was my foster brother. He sent the contact information for my foster mom. Then she 

contacted me and messaged me. First, I was really skeptical. I didn't know who these people 

were or how I could verify who they were or why they wanted to talk to me. It was all pretty 

overwhelming. I confirmed that I lived with them. They were able to send me pictures of 

myself, pictures that I hadn’t posted online and baby pictures that I've seen and then some 

other baby pictures that I hadn’t seen. They were my foster family.  

 

I haven't gotten a whole lot of new information yet. I'm waiting to be able to talk to them. 

The translation has been a little bit hard. I don't speak any Chinese. They said that they found 

me and that I lived with them for twenty months and a couple other things, like that they 

tried to look for me a few years ago but were unsuccessful. They also said that they were still 

looking for my birth family, I think, if that wasn’t lost in translation. That's the new 
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information that I found out. I found it out in less than twenty-four hours. It was Sunday 

afternoon. I was hanging out with my friends. Someone sent me a message. It was like, “We 

found your foster family.” Then it all unfolded from there. 

 

Charlotte: That's so amazing. If you don't mind, how do you feel about getting such exciting 

information so suddenly? 

 

Willa: I'm still a little bit in shock. It’s definitely exciting that it worked somehow. I don't 

really know how to feel. I go between “What just happened,” and “Is this actually true?” But 

it is. It speaks to how crazy the internet and social media, how quickly that happened. Wait, 

can you ask that… 

 

Charlotte: It just was about you were feeling about everything. 

 

Willa: I'm pretty overwhelmed, but it’s been good. It’s definitely information that I didn't 

have. That's what I wanted. 

 

Charlotte: You mentioned that when we first posted our poster on social media, we got a 

pretty robust response. We also got a little bit of media attention and media that was looking 

to tell our stories as well. I was wondering what your thoughts were on that, on the media 

attention. 

 

Willa: I wasn’t completely expecting the reaction because we didn't really know how far it 

could spread. We've gotten local media and national media attention. I don't know really 

know what's happening on the Chinese side on social media. The people from Tencent, 

which is apparently a national media company, had contacted me, and I know you. That gets 

a little bit tricky because it gets in the realm of politics and national opinions. I don't know 

that that's what we need. On the other hand, it is pretty powerful because it reaches people. 

That's what we wanted. It might reach an audience that wouldn't see our story on social 

media. Side note, we didn't decide whether we actually want to post physical copies still. So 

far, what we have said is that we’re going to maybe stay away from that. We've gotten a lot 

of suggestions that video cameras maybe aren’t the best idea, especially if we’re going to go 

to government buildings. 

 

Charlotte: One other really special thing about our search is that we’re doing it together, 

which can have a lot of advantages but also maybe some disadvantages as well. I was 

wondering what drew you to want to search with me, with somebody else? Does it bother 

you much to know that our outcomes might be different? How do you feel like you might be 

able to deal with that? 

 

Willa: I think that searching together is part of why our story has stood out. I don't know of 

anyone who's necessarily done that. It made sense because we were going to be traveling 

together. Like we mentioned, we were super excited to see each other's provinces. I'm 

excited to see what unfolds for both of us. We both have known that the outcomes could be 

different. That's not upsetting to me. When I found out information first, I was like, “Oh, 
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gosh. I don't know what Charlotte’s thinking. This is probably really weird for her too.” It’s 

definitely crossed my mind a lot. I don't think it’s negative at all. I know that if you were to 

find out something, I don't think it would really affect me, if that makes sense. It’s really 

awesome that we get to go together. I probably couldn’t do without your help with the 

language skills. Generally, it’s really cool that we can. 

 

Charlotte: Awesome. Same here. Another thing that I wanted to open up is what are your 

general expectations or anticipations for the upcoming trip? Was there any fears or hopes or 

questions that you wanted to share? 

 

Willa: This whole thing has changed so quickly. I generally had no expectations for what 

might come of our attempts. I have a lot of different thoughts. I've realized that there's a lot 

of people to take into consideration now, now that I have a foster family that's really, really 

excited to meet me and has been really, really nice and has said, “We’re your family, your 

foster family. We loved you,” and really want to be involved. That's been kind of 

overwhelming. I've realized that there's only so much that we can plan at this point. There's 

definitely a lot of benefits now that we have more support, more contacts. For example, we 

weren’t sure how we were going to take the train from [indiscernible] to [indiscernible], and 

now either he’ll tell us or something will come of that. They offered to be helpful. I wasn’t 

expecting to have so many people involved. I thought it was just going to be us exploring. 

It’s hard to articulate all the thoughts. I'm trying to stay present and see how to take each step 

as it comes. 

 

Charlotte: Do you have any one or two major aims that you really want to accomplish, that 

you would be upset if you didn't accomplish, or is to more open to whatever happens? 

 

Willa: Before I had people to ask questions, I wanted to verify anything. I know that a lot of 

times documents can be false. At this point, I don't know that there's anything specific. One 

thing that has stood out to me is that my foster mom said, “Your birthday is July 21st. I know 

that. I’ll tell you when you get here.” I want to know what she has to say about that. I also 

want to know any information that they might have about my birth family. There's probably 

stuff they can tell me that they can't tell me over WeChat, information that they know that 

they're not able to tell. Other than that, at this point in time, there's nothing that I'm dying to 

know. I feel like I already have so much information to handle, if that makes any sense. 

 

Charlotte: That totally makes sense. One last targeted question -- then if you wanted to add 

anything afterwards, that's totally cool -- is why you were interested in sharing the search on 

Our China Stories. 

 

Willa: Something that I've thought about a lot is how am I going to document this? My 

family isn't going with me. Now that I've shared in the US, a lot of people have questions. 

This is going to be a really cool way to share our story for ourselves to be able to look back 

on this, and with the help of Our China Stories, to hold us accountable to keeping everyone 

updated. It’ll be really cool for other adoptees to hear our story. I know that's something that 

I have always enjoyed is hearing others’ stories. 
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Charlotte: Fantastic. Is there anything else that you wanted to add for predeparture video? 

 

Willa: Not really at this point. I definitely wanted to thank publicly all my friends and 

family, and you, who have helped me prepare, and are still helping me prepare, as I finish 

packing and all the last-minute things besides this search as well as processing everything 

that's happened. 

 

I'm going to go through and ask you the same questions. Tell me a little bit about what 

information you knew before. 

 

Charlotte: I know I was born on August 5th, 1994. I was found in Jiangsu Province in 

Zhangjiagang City. I know that I was found in front of Building 315 on [indiscernible] 

Street. I know that I was found with a note with me saying that my birthday was August 5th, 

1994 at 9:30AM. That's about it. 

 

Willa: Since we decided to post our poster, what information has arisen for you? 

 

Charlotte: It’s been kind of crazy. We’ll talk about this later on in our interview as well, but I 

have graciously gotten the support of a lot of friends in China who have friends who have 

contacts in China. They’ve been able to spread my story. It has gotten to the news. I was the 

local Zhangjiagang news. It was spreading around the area. Recently, one family has stepped 

forward, which is pretty crazy. I'm also trying not to get my hopes up too much because I do 

know a lot of other adoptees who have had similar experiences where families have come 

forward and it has either turned out to be a different child or maybe the family wasn’t to be 

trusted so much. I'm looking for more information about that before I'm able to come to any 

conclusions. Then of course, I'm going to bring a DNA test along with me. If I think that 

there's a real possibility that these people could be my birth family, then I would need to 

confirm it with DNA. The media’s also been really helpful in tracking down some 

documents for me. They went to the provincial capital. They were able to access some of the 

adoption documents that I've never seen before, one with my little footprint on it, which is 

pretty cute. Even if I just come away with that, I'm pretty happy that I've come up with 

something. 

 

Willa: You mentioned the media. Were you expecting the media attention? What are your 

thoughts on how far it’s gone? 

 

Charlotte: For some reason, I wasn’t so much. I know that a lot of other adoptees had been 

contacted by the media. I didn't realize how much of an interest there was for these sorts of 

stories in China. It was pretty crazy how quickly and how many media people contacted us 

within our story going sort of viral. I don't think it went very viral. It got where it needed to 

go in certain circles. I'm really grateful to our media, but maybe the national media, like you 

were saying before, it will maybe not be so helpful to our search. I'm thinking that the local 

media, local newspapers especially who have put in searching ads for me, have been really 

helpful. 
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Willa: How fast do you think it really spread? My foster family told me that my foster mom 

received it from a friend in your province. What are your thoughts on if it just reached the 

right people or if it really, actually spread?  

 

Charlotte: That's a good question. It’s so hard to say because I don't know too much myself 

about Chinese social media. I’ll say what I did originally. I shared it through my personal 

accounts, which reached a meager following of like five. [laughs] I also have a number of 

contacts in China. I know you do as well. Having us encourage them to share it and having 

them encourage their own friends to share it was really instrumental in it getting off the 

ground, those first few shares. One of my friends, especially, brought it to the attention of the 

local media, which may have helped the general word get around more. 

 

Willa: What was your thoughts after that first night of the sharing? I know we didn't really 

talk after that. We were like, “We’re going to share on these.” We made our plan that we 

thought was somewhat strategic. What happened for you that night? 

 

Charlotte: At that point, I wasn’t expecting anything. Like I said before, I didn't really expect 

it to take off on social media as it did. I was really touched by the amount of support that we 

received both from our friends and family in America, then also generally from 

[indiscernible] in China, or at least the people who I saw were able to share it. It was pretty 

exciting to see because we were just like, “I guess we might as well try.” We made a poster, 

then translated it into Chinese, and we just put it up there. It was exciting to see that came to 

something, even if it was just spreading the word. I still don't think my expectations are too 

high for actually finding anything. I felt really glad that night that we had done something. 

 

Willa: I definitely felt like at least I can tell this story. I tried. Maybe in the future, there’ll be 

something else to add. Also, I wanted to ask what do you think is different about our poster, 

our story, compared to other people who are searching? I know that there a lot of people 

searching out there. There's a lot of different strategies. 

 

Charlotte: That's a really good question. There's definitely something new about our strategy. 

We owe a lot to a couple of adoptees in the past who have used social media for searching. 

I'm really glad that they’ve paved the way. I also do think that we bring to it something new 

with the searching together aspect and the kind of cool notion that we’re born on either sides 

of China and then we grew up in either sides of the United States. Now, somehow we met up 

and we’re going back together to search for our birth parents. I think that's pretty compelling. 

 

Willa: What are your thoughts on searching together and the fact that we’re going together? I 

think it’s kind of funny that we can only find one picture of us together because we only 

spent a short amount of time together in China. 

 

Charlotte: I'm super excited to go with you. I'm really glad to have the support of somebody 

else who’s going through experiencing the process. I don't know if I would've been 

comfortable posting something on my own because of the vulnerability and the general 
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[indiscernible]. Knowing that it wasn’t just me, that was really helpful. Then obviously on 

the ground, the support of having somebody else there during your process is huge. I'm very 

glad to have that. I'm really looking forward to travelling with you. 

 

Willa: Me too. So much has happened, and we haven't even left. What are your thoughts on 

knowing that we could find different information or that it could be really different outcomes 

with either of us? 

 

Charlotte: We talked about how you always knew there could be different outcomes 

[indiscernible]. You need to be aware of that if you're going to enter a search together. When 

you found your foster family, I didn't really have any thoughts myself at that point. I was just 

like, “Oh, my god. That's crazy. That's totally insane.” It was really exciting. Like my mom 

was saying, it’s hard to, in some ways, take your emotions out of the equation if you're really 

invested in finding something. At the same time, I also am not expecting too much from our 

trip. I just wanted to try. If we both find something, or even if we don't find something, 

we’ve gained something. We definitely have something that we didn't have before. It’s a 

general win all around. 

 

Willa: Do you have anything that you want to say as far as expectations or anticipations for 

actually being there? 

 

Charlotte: I don't know. This is just a prediction, but I think it will be a very different 

experience than the viral investigating that we've been doing so far. Obviously because we’re 

on the ground, I think we’ll be following different leads in different places in the city, which 

will different than just talking to people on WeChat. 

 

Willa: Through the translating function for me. 

 

Charlotte: I'm really excited to visit your foster family as well. That's fantastic. I've never 

been out west in China, that area in general. I'm super psyched to be able to see a different 

part of the country while at the same time helping you on your search. Like I said before at 

the beginning of the interview, we have to be prepared that families who come forward, it 

might not work out for one reason or another. I have to make sure that, first and foremost 

being safe, but secondly, making sure that I'm not too emotionally invested until I get the 

correct information. Generally, I'm really excited. I can't wait to leave on Saturday. I think 

this will be a really good trip. 

 

Willa: I'm super excited too. Is there anything else that you wanted to add, that you thought 

about, anything at all? 

 

Charlotte: Same as you, I just wanted to thank Willa first for [indiscernible]. I wanted to 

thank my family for their amazing understanding of what this trip is, and all the friends who 

have helped me share my story, and all the people who have been supportive in helping us 

pass it along. That's about it. 
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Willa: Did you want to say anything about sharing on Our China Stories or why you felt that 

was something that you wanted to do? 

 

Charlotte: Great, yeah. The same reasons as yours, documenting it is a really good idea. I 

also think that this might be a really good resource for younger adoptees who may be 

interested in searching in the future. I also think it’s generally exciting to watch a story 

where you can't say what the outcome will be right now. It’s really pretty interesting to have 

it unfold in real time on Our China Stories. I'm excited for that. 

 

Willa: I'm hoping we can keep it pretty live. I know with the time differences and the 

internet and stuff, that might be a struggle. We’re going to do our best. That's all we have for 

our first predeparture podcast-type conversation. Is there anything else you wanted to add 

before we stop recording? 

 

Charlotte: No, that's pretty much it. 

 

 


