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Jena Heath: Audrey, tell me how old you are. 

 

Audrey: I am eight years old right now. 

 

Jena: What grade are you in? 

 

Audrey: Fourth. 

 

Jena: Where do you live? 

 

Audrey: Oklahoma City. 

 

Jena: Tell me what you know about being from China. 

 

Audrey: I know that I was adopted. I lived in an orphanage. 

 

Jena: Do you know where it was? 

 

Audrey: I forgot where it was. 

 

Jena: Do you know much about your time in the orphanage? Is there any information? 

 

Audrey: I don't really know because I can't remember. My mom said that there were a lot of 

other babies since it was an orphanage. 

 

Jena: How old were you when you came home? 

 

Audrey: I think about fourteen months, thirteen. I don't know. 

 

Jena: What about now? How many questions do you get asked? Do you get asked questions 

by other kids or have you at any point? 

 

Audrey: Yes, a lot. 

 

Jena: What do they ask? 

 

Audrey: For example, they'd say, “How can you say ‘I'm awesome’ in Chinese?” 

 

Jena: Do you know how to say “I'm awesome” in Chinese? 

 

Audrey: No. 

 

Jena: Do you want to learn? 

 

Audrey: Yeah. 
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Jena: You do? 

 

Audrey: I do. I want to learn Chinese because maybe I could answer something when they 

next ask me. They forget every year that I can't speak Chinese exactly. Everyone always 

asks, “Can you say ‘I like my dog, Fluffy?’” They'd say things like that. 

 

Jena: You feel like because you're Chinese, they assume you can speak Chinese? 

 

Audrey: Yeah. That's what anyone would assume. 

 

Jena: Is that annoying at all? 

 

Audrey: Yes. It’s very annoying. When one person’s asking me, another person’s asking me. 

 

Jena: It would be nice if you could whip out, “Here's how you say ‘I'm awesome.’ Now leave 

me alone.” Is that it? 

 

Audrey: I'd like to do that. 

 

Jena: Do you go to Chinese festivals? Do you do any culture things, Chinese dance, the 

Moon Festival, or the New Year’s festivals? 

 

Audrey: I don't do things like that. I celebrate the new year for what year it is, like the dog, 

the dragon, the horse, the ram, and all the other animals. I do it like that. Otherwise, I don't 

really. 

 

Jena: You don't do a lot of Chinese things? 

 

Audrey: No. 

 

Jena: Do you want to? 

 

Audrey: I'm pretty happy of how much I do. What I'd really like to is to go back to China. 

I'm pretty sure I'm doing it next year. We’re trying to save up money to do it. 

 

Jena: Why do you feel like you want to go back to China? You don't remember China. What 

is it that makes you want to go back? 

 

Audrey: It’d be interesting to learn my culture and see the orphanage I was raised in and find 

out what Chinese culture is really about. I don't really know because I haven't been to China, 

unless you can count that I was born in China. My mom talks about it to me, but I can only 

imagine. I want to see how it really looks like. 
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Jena: You mentioned earlier, your birth family. Do you give that a whole lot of thought, a 

little bit of thought, or medium thought? 

 

Audrey: I may give it medium thought. I don't really think of it all day at school or anything 

because I'm usually doing fun things or I have to concentrate on something else. I think of it, 

but not every single minute or second of the day. 

 


