
Jena Heath: Hi, Lily. 
 
Lily Stafeil: Hi. 
 
Jena: Can you tell me how old you are? 
 
Lily: I'm nine. 
 
Jena: Tell me a little bit about yourself. What do you like to do? Tell me about your friends. 
 
Lily: I like to play soccer. I have a lot of friends at school. 
 
Jena: Tell me about your friends at school. 
 
Lily: Should I name ‘em? 
 
Jena: If you like. What do you like to do with them? 
 
Lily: I like to play on the playground and do other stuff. 
 
Jena: I'm going to ask you a little bit China. Do you know how old you were when you came 
home? 
 
Lily: One and a half. 
 
Jena: One and a half. That's pretty good. What do you know about China? What things do you 
know about your time there and your coming home? 
 
Lily: There was different food. 
 
Jena: There was definitely different food. Do you like Chinese food now? 
 
Lily: I don't really know. We don't go out to Chinese food a lot, at least I don't think we do. 
 
Rachel Stafeil: Because you guys don't like it. [laughs] 
 
Lily: Oh, yeah. 
 
Rachel: You like dumplings and wonton soup. That's about it. Steamed dumplings and wonton 
soup. 
 
Jena: What else do you know about China or remember, if anything. Do you remember 
anything? You were very young. 
 



Lily: Uh… 
 
Rachel: No. 
 
Jena: Don't really remember anything? What do you know about why you were adopted? What 
have you talked about with your mom? 
 
Lily: My mom wanted a girl in the family. I don't know. 
 
Rachel: Do you remember anything we talked about, about why there's a lot of girls adopted 
from China? 
 
Lily: I forgot. Because boys work on the farm and get all the food? I don't know. 
 
Jena: Families tend to want to have boys because that's the way their society has worked. 
That's changing too. Does your mind ever think about China at all? A little, medium, or not so 
much? 
 
Lily: Only once in a while. 
 
Jena: When you think about it, what do you think about? 
 
Lily: My birth mom, if I had any siblings. 
 
Jena: Is it a wondering thing, you're wondering in your mind sometimes? 
 
Lily: Yeah. 
 
Jena: Do you think you might ever want to go back to China to visit? 
 
Lily: When I'm older. 
 
Rachel: How much older? 
 
Lily: Ten, double digits. 
 
Jena: Do you guys do the Chinese cultural stuff, the Chinese New Year, any of that stuff? Lily’s 
shaking her head decisively no. 
 
Rachel: Do you want to? 
 
Lily: Yeah. 
 
Rachel: We can do it this year. 



 
Lily: Okay. Can I make a dragon? 
 
Rachel: Sure, you could make a dragon. 
 
Jena: Do other kids ever ask you anything about being adopted or coming from China? 
 
Lily: Sometimes when I first meet ‘em. 
 
Jena: What do they ask? 
 
Lily: I forgot. 
 
Rachel: Do kids ever say anything about being adopted that bothers you? 
 
Lily: No. 
 
Rachel: Because they say something that bothers me. 
 
Lily: What? 
 
Rachel: When kids ask you questions about your real mom, because you know what, who I 
think your real mom is?  
 
Lily: You? 
 
Rachel: Yeah. That bothers me. It’s your birth mom, who’s very important. I agree. We've talked 
about that she's very important. Without her, you wouldn't be here. But I think I'm your real 
mom. 
 
Jena: What do you think? 
 
Lily: I think she is. 
 
Jena: Rachel’s your real mom? 
 
Lily: Yup. 
 
Jena: When kids ask you about being adopted, what do you say when you first meet them? 
How does it make you feel? 
 
Lily: I don't know. Sometimes it makes me think back when I was adopted. 
 
Jena: Remembering when you first came home or earlier times with your mom? 



 
Rachel: Remembering what's in your book? You know your book that we have, the adoption 
picture book? 
 
Lily: Isn't it over there? 
 
Rachel: It is over there. Do you think about the stories that I've told you from in there? 
 
Lily: No. I think about my birth mom. 
 
Jena: On your mind a bit, right? Do you want to know who your birth mom is? 
 
Lily: Yeah. 
 
Jena: What do you think you'd say to your birth mom if you met her? 
 
Lily: Hi. Where were you? 
 
Jena: “Hi. Where were you?” Is that what you want to know from her, “Where were ya?” 
 
Lily: Yup. 
 


