
Engineering Books for Kids 
Check out some of these titles that will inspire you to design, plan and build your own amazing engineering 

projects. Visit www.chicagopubliclibrary.org to find even more books about your favorite topics. 

 

 

 

13 Buildings Children Should  

Know by Annette Roeder 

Travel across the globe to learn 

about the history and  

construction of some of the 

most famous buildings in the 

world. 

Bridges and Tunnels:  

Investigate Feats of  

Engineering by Donna Latham 

Hands-on experiments explore 

the engineering needed to cross 

over vast expanses of water and 

travel under miles and miles of 

land. 

Building Big by David Macaulay 

What shapes are better to use 

when designing buildings? What 

materials are better for  

construction? Find the answers 

to these questions and many 

more in this book all about 

building big. 

Building Snow Forts  

by Dana Meachen Rau 

What better way is there to 

spend a cold snowy day than to 

build your very own snow fort? 

Find some different designs and 

tips in this book to help you get 

started. 

Build Your Own Car, Rocket  

and Other Things That Go  

by Tammy Enz 

Can you make a car from a 

mousetrap or a kite from a  

garbage bag? This book will 

show you how, along with many 

other awesome vehicles you 

can make at home. 

Built to Last by David Macaulay 

Revisit some of David  

Macaulay’s works as he takes 

you all the way through the 

planning and construction of 

three iconic structures: a castle, 

a cathedral and a mosque. 

Dreaming Up: A Celebration of 

Building by Christy Hale 

A combination of poetry,  

photography and illustration are 

used to encourage children to 

build structures inspired by  

architecture from around the 

world. 

Construction Zone  

by Cheryl Willis Hudson 

Grab your hard hat and get 

ready for a look at what really 

goes on behind the scenes at a 

construction zone. 

Engineering Feats and Failures 

by Stephanie Paris 

Learn about both the best and 

the worst in engineering in this 

book that looks at famous feats 

such as the Hoover Dam and 

infamous failures such as the 

Titanic. 

If I Built a House  

by Chris Van Dusen 

Get inspired to design your own 

dream house as you hear about 

all the wild and imaginative  

ideas a boy named Jack plans 

for his home. 



 

 

 

The Incredible Work of  

Engineers with Max Axiom, 

Super Scientist  

by Agnieszka Biskup 

Join Max Axiom as he learns 

about the work of  

engineers so he can find the 

right ones to build a colony on 

the moon. 

Roller Coasters: From Concept 

to Consumer 

by Kevin Cunningham 

What type of education and 

skills are needed to create roller 

coasters? Could designing roller 

coasters be the career for you? 

Look at that Building! A First 

Book of Structures  

by Scot Ritchie 

Five friends learn all about the 

basics of construction as they 

set out to build a house for their 

dog, Max. 

Rosie Revere, Engineer  

by Andrea Beaty 

While developing a new device 

for her aunt, young inventor 

Rosie learns an important  

lesson about not giving up. 

Megastructures: Tallest,  

Longest, Biggest, Deepest  

by Ian Graham 

What kind of engineering does 

it take to create structures that 

are now taller and bigger than 

ever before? 

The Three Little Pigs:  

An Architectural Tale  

by Steven Guarnaccia 

The three little pigs get an  

update as the homes they build 

are designed after the works of 

some famous modern-day  

architects. 

Minecraft: Construction  

Handbook by Matthew Needler 

Learn how to design and  

construct different structures 

such as houses, bridges and 

even floating islands in the 

world of Minecraft. 

Totally Cool Creations  

by Sean Kenney 

Learn from a LEGO-certified 

professional how to create your 

very own models with LEGOS! 

Mr. Ferris and His Wheel  

by Kathryn Davis 

Learn what it took for engineer 

George Ferris to create his most 

famous invention – the Ferris 

Wheel! 

The Ultimate Construction Site 

Book by Anne-Sophie Baumann 

Get hands on with this pull-tab 

book that shows everything 

going on at a busy construction 

site. 


