
K-8 Field Trips

WORKSHOPS
 
Read and Build 
Grades PreK–2 / 90 minutes 
$10 per student ($200 minimum required) 

This studio experience will combine interactive storytelling with a 
‘make and take’ studio. Students will hear a story with an architecture 
or design twist and then create a project related to the story. 

 
LEGO® Inspiration Station 
Grades 1–8 / 90 minutes 
$10 per student ($200 minimum required)

In the LEGO® Inspiration Station workshop, CAF staff lead participants 
through a variety of exercises using the Design Process. Students work 
through the Design Process step-by-step to solve creative design 
challenges, including planning, building, and presenting their final 
creations.

 
City Scale 
Grades 5–8 / 90 minutes 
$10 per student ($200 minimum required) 

In this studio workshop, students will explore math and design. 
City Scale uses STEM education subjects to explore the buildings 
and neighborhoods around them. 

WALKING TOURS
 
Art in Architecture 
Grades K–8 / 90 minutes 
$6 per student

How do architects use art to make buildings distinctive? Explore how 
art and architecture intersect through guided sketching activities. 
Students investigate the artistic elements of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Harold Washington Library, and the Federal Center.  

 
Student Loop 
Grades 5–8 / 90 minutes 
$6 per student

What lessons can we learn from the buildings around us? Discover 
the story of Chicago’s amazing architecture by exploring seven 
significant buildings downtown. Students will see architecture in a 
new way and learn contextual observation skills. 
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High School 
Field Trips

WALKING TOURS
 
Evolution of the Skyscraper 
90 minutes / $18 per person ($200 minimum required)

Explore everything from classic buildings to super-tall highrises to 
discover how each one is representative of major developments in 
architectural technology and design from 1872 to the present.

 

Historic Skyscrapers 
2 hours / $18 per person ($200 minimum required)

Take a step back in time to the late 19th century to see and 
experience world-famous early tall buildings that transformed 
a city devastated by fire into a center of skyscraper design and 
engineering.

 

Chicago Masterworks,  
Connecting Old and New 
2 hours / $18 per person ($200 minimum required)

Encounter a variety of architectural styles, connect older structures 
to new additions to the city’s skyline, and examine how works 
by masters of architecture and public art have been woven into 

Chicago’s unique urban fabric.

WORKSHOPS
 
Design Your Neighborhood  
3 hours / $15 per student ($300 minimum required)

This hands-on workshop is designed to enable young people 
to recognize that Chicago is made up of neighborhoods and 
understand that they have a personal role in shaping their city. 
This program explores themes of urban planning, community 
development and city systems through students designing and 
building their own model towns. 

VISIT CAF
 
Exhibitions at CAF 
224 S. Michigan Ave. / Open Daily 9am–9pm / FREE!

Plan to arrive early and immerse yourself in our permanent installation, 
the Chicago Model. The model is surrounded by changing exhibitions 
which encourage visitors to discover spaces, places and structures 
that impact the way we live, learn, work and play. 
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