Finalist

Christian Cerna
John F. Kennedy High School | Teacher: Ms. Robbins | Grade: 11

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
Culture thrives in Pilsen and invites you to explore the treasures that wait around every corner. The beauty of art is very much appreciated and greatly drawn on in the
neighborhood. Here vivid murals have flourished in the most unpredictable places; on the fronts of homes, the sides of restaurants or apartment buildings, and along with
railway overpasses. Many of these murals depicting Mexican culture, such as food, famous singers, religion and also current issues Mexicans are facing. For instance, the
Declaration of Immigration Mural, which was the creation of a constitution revealing the justice and fair equality brought amongst illegal immigrants. However, the artfulness
doesn’t arrive at a dead end, it is still driven within storefront galleries and studios, as well as in the colorful collections of the National Museum of Mexican Art, a venerated
cultural institution.
Despite the prevalence of horrific crime, which actually has been lowering down in recent years, it’s also a neighborhood of warm-hearting spirit and good families. It has
also evolved well enough and became eminently diverse. For over 150 years, Pilsen has been a port of entry for immigrants. In early times it started with a surge of Eastern
Europeans, which later shifted and became predominantly Latino. Now mixed in the close knit, united or bound together by a strong relationship, Mexican Americans have
brought great creativity, inspiration and percipient students. Gratitude to this diversity, you’ll find vintage shops, independent coffee houses and quaint cafes alongside
bodegas, panaderias(Mexican bakeries) and restaurants serving authentic Mexican cuisine.

BP DESIGN COMPETITION
SIGNATURE EDUCATION PARTNER

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Finalist

Jovanni Chavez
George Washington Elementary School | Teacher: Ms. Mary Witry | Grade: 6

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
The East Side of Chicago is a very unique place to visit. Our neighborhood is special because it is in between the calumet river and Lake Michigan. We are very
fortunate to be surrounded by water. One of my favorite places to visit is Calumet Park. At there you can do gymnastics, play indoor/outdoor soccer, take dance
lessons and see some model trains my favorite. Another place to visit is the Route 66 Pizza place. One of the reasons Chicago is famous is for the pizza we have so
delicious. In my opinion it is one of the best pizza places. We also have bike trails that connect to Indiana, suburbs, and the lake front.
The East Side was also home to many Steel Mills a long time ago. Most of the Steel Mills closed and were torn down. We were home to many Steel Mills because we
had access to water and railroad tracks for loading. Right now the home of the steel mill sits empty. There has been plans to build many things. I can’t wait to see the
cool things they will build.
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Finalist

Mary Coats
Kenwood Academy High School | Finalist

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
The story of my neighborhood is the birth and evolution of Jazz music and the Chicago Renissance. Stars were born and flourished in Bronzeville. I feel the
advancement of music and art are some of the things that make the neighborhood I’ve chosen unique and an important place to learn how art, music, and culture came
together to create our own Chicago Renaissance. In the dawn of art, creativity flowed and imagination grew.
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Finalist

Dellanara Delgado
Kelvyn Park High School | Teacher: Mr. Iverson | Grade: 11

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
During the 1870’s, many Chinese immigrants who’d settled in the United States were being treated inhumanely and they needed a more peaceful place to live. In the year
1905, Chinatown was built in Chicago. Chinatown was built to help Chinese immigrants to settle in a place that would remind them of home. Now, Chinatown is the home for
thousands of residents and the population continues to grow.
Chinatown is a cultural identity and heritage marker for Chinese Americans. It is considered to be one of the largest and most vibrant ethnic communities in the United States.
It is a place filled with color, cultural cuisines and traditional customs. It is also a place that attracts many visitors from around the globe. To show the importance of Chinatown,
a Nine Dragon wall was placed on Cermak Road.
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Third Place

Manuel Diaz
John F. Kennedy High School | Teacher: Ms. Robbins | Grade: 11

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
What makes the neighborhood that I have chosen a unique and important place to visit is that in Little Village is a really nice place where you can visit a lot of the Mexican
-American
( chicano) culture expressed in murals all over chicago but specifically in little village. In all the mural you can find The Virgen Of Guadalupe who is the Queen of all the
mexicans , famous mexican artist like Frida Kahlo , Cesar Chavez , ect . You can find to a lot of El Dia de los Muertos ( Day of the Dead) and the famous la catrina. What makes
too the little village a place to visit is the mexican street food , the restaurants , and and many candy stores. The Little Village is a little part of Mexico in the U.S who has showed
to a lot of people how we celebrate what we do how our culture is and how delicious and traditional our food is. Little Village has made my community to feel like we are home
, like we are in our country that we left many years ago to find a better life in this country , it has kept our traditions and culture alive , so everytime we go there we can feel a
little bit of Mexico that many people that are not able to go for many circumstances it gives them a little memory of how their country is . Little Village will keep our culture alive
expressed in those murals that reveal history that the mexicans had pass through in the U.S and Mexico. Little Village is the place to go and have a great experience.
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Second Place

Lisbeth Droz
Kelvyn Park High School | Teacher: Mr. Iverson | Grade: 11

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
Humboldt Park is a neighborhood that’s unique because it’s known for a dynamic social and ethnic demographic change over the years. The population of
Puerto Ricans has increased highly. Humboldt park is a place that represents Puerto Rico and its heritage. For example there is a really big park that has many
food trucks, sports,beach, gardens and restaurants around. It’s located on the west side of chicago. Puerto Ricans have also been identified the strongest
population in the community since the 1970’s. Something that’s important is the really big Puerto Rican flag (15 feet tall, it’s the entrance to ‘Paseo boricua’
and you go down a street that’s dedicated to Puerto Ricans and it’s also known as the hall of fame because there is murals and a walk way with many names
of Puerto Ricans that have passed and did something good to help the community. There is a Puerto Rican festival that happens every year to bring the
community together and enjoy a weekend of fun, that includes music, rides, live performances and car shows. It brings people together and it makes people
feel welcomed. It’s worth visiting because the community is humble and wonderful.
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Roberto Duarte
Benito Juarez Community Academy | Teacher: Ms. Weaver | Grade: 11

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
The neighborhood I chose to represent was Back of the Yards. This neighborhood is important because I grew up in Back of the Yards. Back of the Yards it has
been my home since I was born. Its has a rich history, it was once a large pig factory. The gate of the factory is still standing to this day and could be visited. My
design displays the factory and the gate that is still standing. Also, I drew the factory smoke stacks that illustrates the smoke forming into a pig. Additionally, I
drew a clock tower that was a famous bank. Finally, I drew the background to represent the pattern that is inside the high school of Back of the Yards.
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Emmanuel Gomez
Benito Juarez Community Academy | Teacher: Ms. Weaver | Grade: 11 | Finalist

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
Little Village has been around since the 19th century, it has always been full with immigrants since then. In the 1970’s more and more Mexican immigrants
decided to move in to Little Village, ever since then Little Village is mostly full of Mexicans. A lot of the residents call it “Mexico of the Midwest” because of
how much the Mexican culture influenced Little Village. It has great food, you can find food anywhere in Little Village, especially down 26th street. There’s a
lot of vendors with cars full of fruit, corn, pork rinds, and even taco stands. Little Village also has a lot of beautiful art, you can find it anywhere; in stores, walls,
bus stands, and even on houses. All of the art has vibrant colors that bring joy to the people that visit it, there are a lot buildings that are bright colors as well.
Someone doesn’t usually see that, there are buildings that are bright yellow, bright blue, and even a bright pink. Little Village is one of a kind, there are a lot of
others neighborhoods that have the Mexican culture as well, but nothing beats Little Village its like taking a quick trip to Mexico.
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Jimena Saldana
Emiliano Zapata Academy | Teacher: Ms. Hlousek | Grade: 8 | Finalist

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
What makes my neighborhood unique you ask? My neighborhood has amazing murals and a beautiful arch, but what really makes my neighborhood special is the people who live in it.
We are a neighborhood filled with youthful Dreamers that value their education so much, it’s rare. We are overflowing with passionate students who are striving to make a better future.
We value our education so much that many individuals were on a 19-day strike to build a new high school in our neighborhood, the Little Village Lawndale High School Campus. If that
doesn’t show our dedication to education, then I don’t know what does. Not only that, we celebrate our Mexican culture. If anyone were to come and visit us, they would see the pride
we hold behind these beautiful decorations. Our enthusiasm towards our culture is one I doubt you would find elsewhere. We have an arch that is important to us, as it is our warm
welcome to those who choose to come and visit. My neighborhood, Little Village, is definitely a special place and I’m glad I’m a part of the people that make this place unique. Just like
our arch reads, ‘Bienvenidos a Little Village.’
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Finalist

Phoenix Wojnarowski
John F. Kennedy High School | Teacher: Ms. Robbins | Grade: 12 | Finalist

What makes the neighborhood you’ve chosen a unique and important place to visit?
Boystown is a very special and important place to visit in Chicago. It is the acclaimed ‘proudest part of chicago’, hosting the city’s pride parade and home to the LGBT legacy
walk. It is on North halsted and was put together so more people could learn about LGBT history and to make a statement against LGBT bullying of children. It is the largest
collection of monuments in the world dedicated to Queer history. Algo this walk you can learn more about people you may have heard of before such as Frida Kahlo, Jane
Addams, and Harvey Milk. There are many others that you can learn about that you may have never heard of before. You get to see the impact their work had on society, how
they are no different than other historical figures accept they are LGBT. This kind of representation is important and knowing their history, your history, can help make a better
future for all of us. Diversity is beautiful and it is certainly always celebrated in Boystown.
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