
“ONE OF  

THE TOP 10 TOURS  

IN THE U.S.” 

TRIPADVISOR* 

Contact the CAF Group Sales Department at 
groupsales@architecture.org or 312.322.1130BOOK YOUR GROUP NOW!

Student 
    Experiences

Why bring students to the 
Chicago Architecture Foundation?
Chicago is the quintessential city for American architecture. 
Innovative architecture, advanced engineering and public art  
make Chicago a great global city. Chicago Architecture Foundation 
(CAF) student tours are designed to deliver content in an exciting 
and engaging way for students ages 12–18. CAF tours are led by 
docents who are officially trained to interact with students. Most 
groups do not exceed a 1:12 docent-to-student ratio. 

Recommended Walking Tours
AN INTRODUCTION TO 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 
Evolution of the Skyscraper
What style is it? Chicago is home to some 
of the world’s first skyscrapers. In this 
enticing introduction to the bigger stories  
of Chicago architecture, explore classic 
buildings and super-tall highrises—each 
representative of major developments in 
architectural technology and design, 1872  
to the present. See how architects adapted 
building styles to meet the fashions of their 
era and used cutting-edge engineering to 
build taller than ever before.  

1.5 HOURS / $18 PER PERSON

SKYSCRAPERS AND SCULPTURE 

Chicago Modern
What is the future of Modernism? 
Chicago has long been recognized as a 
leading center of Modernism, the style 
that changed our visual world starting in 
the mid-20th century. No other 
comparable urban space has as many 
masterpieces of Modern architecture and 
public art as Chicago’s Loop. View great 
works of Modernism and learn about the 
future of the style by examining 
contemporary architecture.  

1.5 HOURS / $18 PER PERSON

BUILDING CHICAGO 

Historic Skyscrapers
Why is Chicago so famous for 
skyscrapers? Take a step back in time  
to learn the stories behind some world-
famous early skyscrapers. Highlights 
include Burnham and Root’s Rookery  
Building (1888); Adler and Sullivan’s 
Auditorium Building (1889); Holabird and 
Roche’s Marquette Building (1895); and 
Holabird and Root’s Chicago Board of 
Trade Building (1930). 

2 HOURS / $18 PER PERSON

� To learn more, visit architecture.org/tours

Enjoy the  
CAF Advantage... 
 

Flexible departures to fit your  
group’s schedule and timeframe 
 
All tours led by certified volunteer 
docents with a passion for Chicago  
and its architecture 

 
Over 85 different tours  
available via foot, bus, trolley,  
“L” train and boat
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Contact the CAF Group Sales Department at 
groupsales@architecture.org or 312.322.1130BOOK YOUR GROUP NOW!

Recommended 
Bus and Trolley Tours
DOWNTOWN  

Skyline Vistas by Bus or Trolley 
What’s up downtown? This tour introduces our city as only the 
Chicago Architecture Foundation can, viewing our skyline from 
unique perspectives. See Grant Park, the Museum Campus and 
Millennium Park. Understand the impact of Lake Michigan, the 
Chicago River and the railroads on the growth of the city. At three 
stops, view the world-famous skyline that defines Chicago as a 
vibrant center for architecture. These specially-selected vantage 
points are unique and not always seen by visitors. At the end of 
this tour you’ll know Chicago far better than the casual observer! 

1.75 HOURS / STEP-ON GUIDE $400 

BEYOND DOWNTOWN  

Architectural Highlights by Bus
Who designed that? Our most comprehensive tour, this route 
covers 30 miles of Chicago design, including two university 
campuses, parks and residential neighborhoods. Stops with some 
interior tours are made in the Loop, Mies van der Rohe’s IIT 
campus, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie House and Museum Campus. 

3.5 HOURS / STEP-ON GUIDE $450

� To learn more, visit architecture.org/tours

Visit CAF
FREE! Exhibitions at the  
Chicago Architecture Foundation
At the Chicago Architecture Foundation we want to help your students 
understand the topics, ideas and people that shape our cities and our 
world. Plan to arrive early and immerse yourself in our permanent 
installation, the Chicago Model. A short orientation to the model can 
be arranged for your students free of charge if requested. The model 
is surrounded by changing exhibitions which encourage visitors to 
discover spaces, places and structures that impact the way we live, 
learn, work and play. Located at 224 S. Michigan Ave., exhibitions are 
FREE and open daily.

� To learn more, visit architecture.org/exhibitions

CAF River Cruise
aboard Chicago’s First Lady Cruises

Get the Real Story™ 
The Chicago Architecture Foundation River Cruise aboard  
Chicago’s First Lady is a “must” for out-of-towners and  
Chicagoans alike. Docents—expert volunteer tour guides— 
provide an overview of historic and modern architectural  
styles, plus many stories about the people who designed  
and built our city. CAF has literally written the book about  
the Chicago River, so accept no substitutes! 

1.5 HOURS / AS LOW AS $32 PER PERSON

� To learn more, visit architecture.org/river-cruise

CAF is proud to partner with Chicago’s First Lady 
Cruises, home of Chicago’s finest fleet of yachts. 
Vessels hold a maximum of 120–250 passengers and 
are equipped with a full-service bar, climate-controlled 
lower cabins and upscale marble and mahogany 
bathrooms. A cruise on one of their boats is sure to 
please, visit cruisechicago.com to learn more.PH
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