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Food is at the center of our daily lives: fueling human bodies, supporting the natural 
energy cycle and one of the most significant reflections of human culture. Despite this, 
food is continually wasted in the City of Chicago—to the rate of 55 million pounds per 
month, according to the USDA. Anaerobic digesters can capture this food waste and 
generate usable energy in the form of methane gas, creating a clean substitute for more 
traditional energy production (coal, gas) within the city. In the city’s 22nd Ward, the 
Crawford Generating Station has burned coal for nearly a century, polluting the air, land 
and water and contributing to health problems across the city. Bio-digesters could 
transform this negative legacy to a future of clean-energy promise and community-centric 
infrastructure built around food, including a new international public market, restaurants, 
public parkland, wholesale food distribution and educational facilities; even a museum 
dedicated to a century of energy in Chicago.

Ward 22

Food is at the center of our daily lives: fueling human bodies, supporting a 
natural energy cycle, and is one of the most significant reflections of human 
culture. Despite this, food is continually wasted, in the City of Chicago as at rate 
of 55 million pounds per month according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Anaerobic Digesters can capture this food waste and generate usable energy in 
the form of methane gas, which could be the cleaner substitution of energy 
production within the city. Looking no further than Chicago’s 22nd Ward, the 
Crawford Generating Station has held tenure of nearly a century of coal-based 
energy production, creating damaging heavy pollutants causing dramatic health 
related issues. This area will mark the future of a new model for 
community-centric infrastructure, focused around bio-digesters, boasting a new 
international public market, restaurants, public parkland, wholesale food 
distribution, educational facilities, and a museum dedicated to a century of 
energy in Chicago.

FOOD INFRASTRUCTURE

1. PUBLIC RIVERFRONT PARK & GRASS HILLS
2. CONCEALED BIODIGESTERS BELOW GRASS HILLS
3. ENERGY STORAGE/INTAKE
4. PUBLIC MARKET SPACE & VERTICAL FARM
5. SOUTH LAWNDALE/LITTLE VILLAGE COMMUNITY
6. NEW BUSINESS, EDUCATION, & RESEARCH CENTER
7. CHICAGO RIVER
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10 minute walk

4
grocers

16
restaurants

10
shops

5
bars

parks

6
EL stops

0
bike paths

9
bus lines
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