
The interruption of the  
Chicago city grid by 
diagonal streets and  
raised transit lines  
poses both challenges  
and unique oppor-
tunities for community 
connectivity. 

This proposal leverages 
the Orange Line’s  
Archer station to de -
vel op underutilized 
land, promote a nexus 
of community and pro-
vide a safe, pedes trian-
friendly space. 

A semi-enclosed mar-
ket gateway building 
along South Archer 
Avenue anchors the site 
and supports visibility  
of the new open space. 

The building houses 
permanent and rotating 
food kiosks and retail 
with access from Archer 
and the new plaza.  
The open space fea-
tures a farmer’s market, 
winter ice rink and 
warming house, perfor-
mance space, plaza, 
playing fields and a park. 

A shared pedestrian/
vehicular area in the  
restricted bus zone 
adjacent to the transit 
center slows traffic 
through paving, grad-
ing and landscaping. 

A subsequent phase of 
the project will improve 
the pedestrian exper-
ience by relocating the 
Archer Heights Branch 
Library over Pulaski 
Road as a bridge con-
nection with an am - 
phitheater to the east  
and an elevator con-
nection to the west.
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The Winter Garden, 
part of the “Heart  
of the City” project con-
ceived for the city of 
Sheffield, is the largest 
urban greenhouse in 
Europe. 

Its distinctive shape is 
comprised of a series  
of nested, arched tubes 
made from formed and  
glued larch. 

Over time, the wood  
will wear to a silvery 
grey, requiring no paint 
or preservatives  
and greatly reducing the  
chances the plants 
housed in the garden 
will be exposed to harm-
ful solvents or fumes. 

The garden houses 
more than 2,000 plants 
from around the world, 
though a majority come 
from the southern  
hemi sphere, offering a 
marked difference  
from Britain’s own horti - 
culture. 




