
Real estate develop
ment in established 
ethnic neighborhoods 
frequently raises the 
specter of gentrification 
and displacement. 
Finding common 
ground between public 
infrastructure and 
private development 
can be a challenging 
balance between  
celebrating the past 
and embracing the 
future. 

In Chicago’s Pilsen 
neighborhood, this 
struggle is at the 
forefront of many com
munity discussions 
and projects, but with 
thoughtful planning 
there are opportunities 
for strong partnerships. 
One such project is  
a series of former indus
trial buildings that are 
part of a private rede
velopment project that 
incorporates a public 
Mural Park. 

Situated as a “front 
lawn” for this es tab
lished Mexican
American neighbor
hood, Mural Park 
fea tures local art, seat   
ing and landscape.  
It serves as a gathering 
and event space and  
a place of respite.  
The goal of Mural Park 
is to celebrate Pilsen’s 
culture and diversity 
through community 
backed development 
while building momen
tum for recreational 
amenities.

Mural Park will also 
connect to the proposed 
Paseo, a 1.3milelong 
former railroad line that 
is being transformed 
into a multiuse path for  
walkers, runners and 
bikers. The trail will 
eventually connect the 
Pilsen and Little Village 
neighborhoods. 
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In Atlanta, Georgia,  
a rehabbed mixeduse 
marketplace is now  
a cherished community 
hub. Ponce City  
Market was built in the 
city’s historic Sears, 
Roebuck & Company 
building. 

Before its completion 
in 2014, the structure 
stood vacant and  
the sur rounding area 
largely unused.  
Now the market attracts 
crowds of visitors 
throughout the year. 

Located next to the 
Atlanta BeltLine, a 
former freight railroad 
turned linear park  
that cuts through the  
heart of Atlanta, a 
pedestrian bridge 
connects the market 
to the BeltLine’s 
Eastside Trail. A plaza 
and covered terrace 
create spaces for public 
gatherings, along with 
other amenities such 
as a bike valet and dog
friendly spaces. 

Since opening, Ponce  
City Market has become  
a major destination in  
Atlanta and has helped  
reinvigorate the  
com munity’s neglected 
spaces.




