
The Illinois Medical 
District Pedestrian 
Bridge-Building proj-
ect offers a protected 
pedestrian way nestled 
in this knot of institu-
tions, traffic and transit. 
It seeks to reunite 
historically divided 
North and South Side 
communities.

The structure creates  
a vibrant landscape  
of shops, cafes, gar-
dens and meeting 
points as people move 
toward their desti-
nation, much like the 
downtown Pedway. 
Economically disadvan-
taged neighborhoods  
on Chicago’s West side 
will benefit from a d i- 
rect link to jobs in the  
growing Medical District.

The glass “cloud” office/
research towers hover 
over the bridge, giving 
new identity to the 
District. With stunning 
views of the city sky - 
line, the towers draw 
users from nearby  
hospitals, colleges and 
tech incubators. 

As urbanization accel-
erates along this vital 
transportation corridor, 
a meaningful urban  
axis will come into focus  
– an intersection of 
important city markers 
like the United Center 
and Stroger Hospital 
with expressway and 
parks.
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The Illinois Medical 
District Pedestrian 
Bridge Building 
creates a direct and 
protected pedestrian 
way at this 
concentration of 
institutions, people 
and transit. It would 
reunite historically 
divided communities 
on the North and 
South in a true 
“handshake”.

The structure would 
create a continuous 
vitality of shops, cafes, 
gardens and meeting 
points as people move 
toward their 
destination, replicating 
the downtown pedway. 
Economically 
disadvantaged 
neighborhoods on the 
Chicago West side 
would benefit from a 
direct link to the 

emerging Medical 
District and its jobs.

The glass “cloud” 
office/research towers, 
hovering over the 
bridge, will bring 
identity to the District. 
With stunning views 
toward the City, they 
will draw users from 
nearby hospitals, 
colleges and tech 
incubator companies. 

The city 
urbanization will 
accelerate along 
this important 
transportation 
corridor.  A 
meaningful urban 
axis will be created – 
aligning important 
city markers like the 
United Center and 
the Stroger Hospital 
over expressway and 
parks.
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The Bridge Pavilion 
designed by Zaha 
Hadid for Expo 2008 in 
Zaragoza, Spain, is an 
innovative 280-meter 
long (919 feet) covered 
bridge spanning the 
River Ebro. 

The structure created 
one of the Expo’s main 
entrances connect-
ing La Almozara area 
with the city across 
the river, ending the 
historic fragmentation 
and isolation of this 
neighborhood. 

The eye-catching 
bridge joins the two riv-
erbanks with a central 
island in the Ebro in 
a distinctive, flowing 
white design described 
by the project architects 
as an object borne out 
of the river itself – a 
symbol of water and its 
role in our world. 


